http://www.cdreform.comy/_upload/ranking_chart.pdf

The 2009 ranking reflects the most critical components of a good charter school law, those the federal Education
Department should focus on in order to evaluate those states most likely to make it in the Race to the Top

Charter SChool Law Ranking and Scorecard 2009
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Definitions

1. Multiple Chartering Authorizers (15 points). Does the state permit entities other than traditional school
boards to create and manage charter schools independently, and does the existence of such a provision actually lead
to the active practice of independent authorizing? Independent entities may include universities, independent boards,
and mayors.

2. Equity (15 points). Fiscal equity requires that not only are the amounts received the same, but charters
receive monies from the identical streams and routes as other schools. If the law guarantees that charter schools
receive money that is the same amount as and received in the same manner as traditional public schools, then they
will be viewed as and treated the same as public schools in law and practice.



3. Operations (15 points). How much independence from existing state and district operational rules and
procedures is codified in law and results in freedom and flexibility as intended? In the early charter laws, a provision
known as the blanket waiver ensured that once opened, charter schools could set their own processes and rules for -
operations, while still adhering to standards, safety and civil rights requirements.

4. Number of Schools Allowed (10 points). How many charter schools are allowed to open, whether
annually, in total throughout the state, or on a local levei? Do the caps imposed through charter law hinder the growth
and development of the charter school movement in the state? It is not enough to simply have an unlimited provision
in a state law regarding the number of charters that can be approved. Virginia, Wyoming, and Delaware all, by law,
allow an unlimited number of schools, but constrain growth in other ways. Restrictions are not only defined by how
many schools exist—some states also restrict total enroliment and per pupil revenue to limit charter growth.

(States were able to score extra—or lose—points for accountability and other factors.)

http://www.edreform .conVFast_Factled_Reform_FAQsl?Just_the_FAQs__Charter_Schools
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Arizona

Colorado

“California
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Charter schools receive a per pupil allocation called “additional assistance.” These monies
can be used for anything from teacher salaries to transportation to facility construction.

e.
i The amount of “additional assistance” s currently $1,405 per pupil in kindergarten through

% grade eight and $1,644 per pupil in grades nine through

twelveAhttQ:[m.agjgg.sggte.az.us[FormgtD%umgnt.asgzinDoc=[a[s[1§[09185.h;m&'ngl

Type=ARS (see B, 4)
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A charter schoo‘i;?évo!ving loan fund -a'lidv'vs‘éha‘;i‘ér.‘;ﬂools to receive loans for as much as
$250,000, allowing up to five years for repayment. A school can use these loans for any

start-up costs, including facilities.http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/cgi-
bin[gigg]amzsgglon=edc&groug=41001-42999&ﬂ|e313§ﬂ;§67 The charter school

facllities program authorizes the State Allocation Board to provide per pupil facilities grant
- funding for 50% of the total project cost for new construction of charter school facilities.
This program is subject to available statewide school bonds passed to support charter
school facilities. . Currently, no funding s available to support this program, while a backlog
of almost $2 billion of eligible charter projects exists. h
de?section=edc up=17001-18000&file=17078.52-17078.66 A lease aid
funding program for charter schools in low-income areas provides up to $750 per
student.httgilleginfo.ca.gov/cgi—bin/dlsplavcode?section=edc&groug=42m1-
48000&flle=47610-47615 (See476145)
| For FY 2009, $5 million in capital construction funds have been appropriated and are
provided to qualified charter schools on a per-pupil basis. See Word document entitled “CO
Per-Pupil Charter Facilities Funds Statute.” The legislature also provides a mechanism for
limited credit enhancement for eligible, highly rated bond transactions for charter schools,
by using the state’s moral obligation to back up to $400 million in debt. See Word
document entitled "CO Moral Obligation for Charter Facilities Statute.”_

Connecticu
t

For the two-year budget cycle starting on July 1, 2006, the state provided $10 million in
bond financing to cover facilities costs at existing charter schools, disbursed through a
competitive application process. For the two-year budget cycle starting on July 1, 2008, the
state provided and additional $10 miltion in bond financing to cover facilities costs at
existing charter schools, disbursed through a competitive application

process.httg:[[k_um.gga.g.ggvﬂ@?[ngzghaglm.bmﬁec;g;

66]jl.htmhtip:

There is a per-pupll facilities ald program in D.C. The amount s based on a five year
moving average of capital funds available to the school system. For Fiscal Year 2009, the
allowance as calculated at $3,109 per pupil. See Word document entitled “DC Charter
Facilities Funding Statute.” The City Build Charter School Initiative promotes community
revitalization with a particular emphasis on strengthening public charter schools. Most of
the grants from this program have been allocated for facilities and expansion projects. The
Fiscal Year 2009 District of Columbia Appropriations Act includes $3.25 million for the
program. The Public Charter School Credit Enhancement Fund provides credit
enhancement for the purchase, construction, and/or renovation of facilities for charter
schools. The program offers guarantees or collateral pledges of up to $3 million for two to

five years.http://frwebgate.access.2no gov/cgi- '
bin/getdoc.cai?dbname=browse usc&docid=Cite:+20USC1155 (Sections 1155(e)(2){B) and
1155(e)(3)) The District of Columbia’s Direct Loan Fund for Charter School Improvement

provides flexible loan capital for the construction, purchase, renovation and maintenance
of charter school facilities. Loans are capped at $2 million per school. $4.5 million in federal
appropriations was earmarked for this initiative for Fiscal Year
2009.h§9:[[ggv_e_mmgn;.wgtIaw.gom[Iinkﬂ;!ioe[ggﬁaylg.gm?rgag\_f;;.Q&vrzg.gggyggc-
1000 {Section 38-1833.02)

Florida

For FY 2008, Florida appropriated $57 million for its per-pupil charter facilities funding




Georgla

The state has a per-pupli, needs-based cahlfél_-fdﬁElihg'b‘rﬁdﬁ‘ré;n_._fpﬁroximately $2 million
was appropriated for FY 2010. See Word document entitled “GA Charter Facilities Funding

Statute.”

Massachus

Charter schools receive a pér«ﬁ.tibll"ci;lial h&ﬁlﬁéﬁ&éﬁaﬁﬁc}f their per pupil
tuition revenue. For Fiscal Year 2009, the per pupil capital needs component was
$893.http: .htm (See nn) e

Minnesota

The state provides lease aid to charter schools in the amount of 90% of lease costs or
$1,200 per-pupil. With approval of the state department of education, charter schools may
lease space from public or private nonprofit, nonsectarlan organizations and from sectarian
organizations.http://www.revisor.leg state.m 40/11.html (See Subd. 4)

New
Mexico

" New York

——

Lease payments for charter schools for FY 2010: $700 per
student.http://nmcharterschools.org/d

22-88-14)

r_school (See

The Charter Schools Stimulus Fund provides discretionary financial support to charter
schools for start-up costs and for costs associated with the acquisition, renovation and
construction of school facilities. Grants awarded by the New York State Board of Regents
are capped at $200,000, and those awarded by the State University of New York are
capped at $350,000. $5.5 million was appropriated for the FY 2009 school year. See Word
document entitled “NY Charter Schools Stimulus Fund Statute.”

Oklahoma

Pennsylval; ]

The charter school incentive fund provides up to $50,000 per school to cover costs
assoclated with renovating or remodeling existing buildings and structures for use bya
charter school. See Word document entitied “OK Charter Facillties Funding Statute.”

The state department of education calculates an approved reimbursable annual rental
charge for leases of buildings or portions of buildings for charter school use which have
been approved by the secretary of education on or after July 1, 2001. This charge is the
lesser of (1) the annual rental payable under the provisions of the approved lease
agreement or (2) the product of the enrollment times $160 for elementary schools, $220
for secondary schools or $270 for area vocational-technical schools. See Word document

entitied "PA Charter Facilities Funding Statute.” e

Utah

The Local Revenue Replacement Program provides an additional annual per pupil
appropriation for charter schools to replace some of the local property tax revenue that
traditionally covers maintenance and operation, capital projects and debt service. A
minimum of 10% of the grant monies must be expended for facilities. This facilities
dedication was $143 per pupil In Fiscal Year
2009.http: ITLE 2 The state has created a
charter school revolving loan fund. This fund provides loans to charter schools for the costs
of constructing, renovating, and purchasing charter
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