P, 02
NOV-04-2009 WED 03:08 PM KETCHIKAN LIO FAX NO. 2258546

AraskA STATE LEGISLATURE
50 Front St. Suits #203 ..

Ketchikan, Alaska 59901

Phone: 225.-9675
Fax:  225-8546

WRITTEN TESTIMONY
NAME: Q’Db H0\9T6Y\ a

ADDRESS: _\\%40 oo ST
KeTduhamn, AK.999p1

pHONE:  Q07-226- o119
EMAIL:: holet ong Kpvnet,neT

BILL# or SUBJECT: Ho %a l67

COMMITTEE:

L own [ ahtheuss Excuesions, Tnes gn
Ketdhiken, 13 9 _ oiness, (e nhve
Ee€ved 100,600 guests. e emplog 10,

in 2O, e Buccoted o 1264 LA (WA
buswmess, " A o _wdbolt be CUT Fous,

In 2010, \We anticipate £ vk CLL
Qo Z20% vedoction (hA  Vioipws. This
Aotth ‘("‘er%,uLWQ G ¥eduction v \o S

D
len Gl Sl DASS L2 o &ﬂ&w
’%ﬂ%'if'_@u@m“g{ “{ﬂg: (40¢ () 10 Sraryive o

: A

[0 p<3] Poa
— Wals W /oYY




NOV-04-2009 WED 03:28 PM HOMER LIO FAX NO. 19072354008 P, 01/01

Alaska State Legislature

‘Please enter info the record my testimony to the hovie 'Jol"'n 4% s

COMMITTEE HAME
committee on  Hsvse brll My (01 , datad wl oo B A |
BEL /SURECT I TODAYS DATE

de biked 5075 Ao

h vee
B psan ol som ol

Porat SeoFocds  sales

Aneh or

Lest TTwe yeors W) osT of wvr seles coom o+ i

5?ar‘f’ oh .,"f'.n-Pr;f-.‘.-n_) boaks, i1 0w~ Lecol area, s
Alasha mosds weowxll AeFined

' e I a.
_,s.alc:. hovae Jeul & ls sl Jb

~+
e @ucom o= W e 7‘9 au P/

~k +T“‘ fen .
pmoc KETTRY pler SortToom wnbhed Blosho T

wwu IDJ’“ _‘)"”{

10 ~millvan

k2 wwlo(, Thsn R yee-
Signed: Paul WAaARNER
TESTIFIER (5igned, PRINTED NAME) :
_r'-_@ i P ot S ee ‘_Pu,js
EPRESENTNG
| Mma. L N, F—"fh . PO EDDJ— follk gmclw ;Don"-;?} S6
ADORESS

207 — L3¢~ FFVS
PHENE NO.




NOV-04-2008 06:25 PH  Sitka LIO 9071475807 P. 1

- L i I -
From: Theresa Weiser [apcinc2008 @ hotmail.com)
Sent: Wadnesday, November 04, 2009 3:24 PM
To: LIO Sitka
Subjoct: Testimony in support of HB 167 Wedneday Nov. 4thi

To Whom It May Congern,

This is Theresa Weiser from Sitka. I am president of the Sitka Charterboat Operators Assoaciation in Sitka,
Alaska. I have baen a sportfishing lodge owner for over 20 years in Sitka and am still currently in
business. We TRY to operate six charter vassels daily, This has been a difficult challenge during the last
year due to the EVER-INCREASING Sportfishing Restrictions and the faltering ecanormy.

I would like to testify as follows:

I stipport HB 167. :

Qur sportfishing lodge business was down aver 30% In 2009 from the previous 2008 season. Business for
the sporfishing charter industry as a whole, has been down an average of 30% or more in 2009,
campared to the previous 2008 season for everyone I have had contact with in our industry these past
few months. I know of businesses that are no longer in business, and others that are strugygling fiercely
to keep going, but de not know if they can make it thru this winter and/or thru ancther surmnmer.

To say that the 2009 season was debilitating for our industry is an understatement!

It is way past time for qur legislative leaders to recognlze the economic value of tourism to the State of
Alaska and give stronger support to increase the State's marketing efforts by designating $20 million

plus in support of the Alaska Visitor's Industry.

I urge you to support HB 167. This is a good idea.

Sincerely,

Theresa Weiser
Owner/Qperatar

[¥]

Alaska Premier Charters, Inc. / Wild Strawberry Lodge
P.O. Box 2300, Sitka, AK 99835

Tolt Free: 1-800-770-2628

Phone: 907-747-3232

Fax: 007-747-3646

Waebsite; www.wildstrawberrylodge com

Email: info®wildsirawberrylodge.com
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s My name is Tina Day and I’m the Executive Director of the Homer Chamber of
Commerce. Ihave lived in Alaska since 1980.

¢ The Alaska visitor industry is an exiremely important economic engine in our
community.

¢ As you may know, Homer has numerous tourism related businesses, many of them small
business, who rely heavily on the marketing efforts of organizations like ATIA to bring
tourists to Alaska and local communities like ours.

»  This year overall tourism in Homer was down about 25% across the industry, But some
businesses, particularly in the guided fishing charter sector, were down as much as 60%.

» The Homer Chamber for the past 19 years has contracted with the City of Homer to
provide marketing services to increase local tourism,

¢ This year due to budget cutback, some of this funding was reduced causing cutback to
marketing programs, Next year we expect even more significant cutbacks — we have
already reduced our staff by 1 fu]ltlme person and % time person in anticipation of this
reduction.

»  That is why now more than ever, we rely on our partner organizations like ATIA to
develop and implement statewide marketing strategies to sustain the visitor industry in
Alaska.

» The Homer Chamber of Commerce urges you to support FB167. It is vital that we
__provide ATIA, and organizations like them, with the resources to effectively promote
Alasgks — sustaining the visitor industry in rural Alaskan communities!

— Toa Day Exeevtive Drceedtor
_Hatver Claaoer of Comioeree
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