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HB 357

Alaska Railroad Non-Essential Land Sale
“An Act relating to the sale of land owned by the Alaska Railroad that is not needed for railroad
purposes.”

To spur economic development throughout the state, House Bill 357 adds a
fourth clause to the existing language governing how the Alaska Railroad Corporation
may dispose of land. House Bill 357 will enable the railroad to sell land that is not
needed for essential railroad purposes. This bill does not ask for any irresponsible
disposal of land, as the sale must be initiated by the board of directors on two
conditions. The first condition is that the land is not essential to railroad operations,
and the second condition is that the sale is in the best interest of the state of Alaska.

As support has shown, current leaseholders are very unhappy with the inability
to purchase their leased properties from the railroad. In general real estate dealings,
private purchases are made in mutually beneficial sales. House Bill 357 encourages
these sales after determination by the board of directors of the railroad looks at each
sale with the overall benefit to the state of Alaska as the key driver. Not only will the
private sector benefit from this addition to state law, the railroad will also have
increased ability to make decisions regarding their overall real estate portfolio.

The sale and relationship of private and public lands are vital to the economic
growth of the state of Alaska. I ask for your consideration and support of House Bill
357 to promote Alaskan growth through the diversification of land ownership,
increasing the tax base of the state, and encouraging responsible development of
Alaskan land.
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