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Date: March 10, 2010

Honorable Peggy Wiison, Chair
House Transportation Committee
State Capitol, 4th Floor

Juneau, AK 99801

Fax:: 907-485-3175

Dear Chair Wilson,

| am writing in opposition of House Bill 357, which is currently in your
committee. As a Real Estate professional | can see why business owners may
wish to own rather than lease. As a resident of the State of Alaska | den't see
the “giving the raiiroad the authority to dispose of non-strategic land within their
real estate portfolio creates the logical first step of putting more government-
owned lands in the private sector,” is in Mine or the States best interas’.

| am closely aware that the Real Estate department of the Alaska
Railroad, operates for profit, and strives to get the highest rate of retuin, an
value, for their owned real estate. Well managed long term leases will, and do
provide a greater rate of return to me and the State than selling off gericiming
asset, not to mention, selling those assets in a depressed real estate
environment.

Any favorable vote on this bill will only serve the interests of a fevi
business owners rather than the majority of residents of the State of Alazka.

This legislation does not represent good financial stewardship of mineg and
the States performing real estate assets.

Respectiully,

Mark S. Kulstad
Commercial Real Estate Agent and Broker 907-223-8135

Lol



Alaskan Wood Moulding Inc.
1115 Whitney Rd.

Anchorage AK 99501
Ph: 907-563-9724, Fax: 907-563-9725

Honorable Peggy Wilson, Chair
House Transportation Committee
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 406

Juneau, AK 99801

RE: HOUSE BILL 357
Dear Chair Wilson,

| would like to urge your support of HB 357, which is currently under review by
your committee. This legislation is important to Alaska businesses and would
help diversify and strengthen the private sector.

As you know, the vast majority of land in Alaska is held by various public entities,
which limits opportunities for the private sector. HB 357 is a reasonable vehicle
for current land users to have the ability to purchase the property that they
currently lease from the ARRC. The ability to own both the land and the
improvements on these properties vastly increases the bottom line health of
business and opens lines of credit that can be utilized to expand and grow.
This legislation is a win/ win opportunity for the ARRC to continue to generate
revenue from the proceeds of the proposed land sale while Alaskan businesses
gain the financial leverage to continue to create jobs.

Respectfully,

Mark Stearns



Alaskan Weod Moulding Inc.
1115 Whitney Rd.

Anchorage AK 99501
Ph: 907-563-9724, Fax: 907-563-9725

Herorable eggy Wilson, Chair
House Transportation Committee
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 406

Jureau, AK 28501

FE: HOUSE BILL 357
Dear Chalr Wilson,

Lam writing in support of House Bill 357, This bili is long overdus and if passed
will have a posiive impact on commerce, our economy and our local community's
tax base(s}). For the communities surrounding the rail belt, this legistation will
probably be the largest positive impact on the economy and creation of jobs.

Alasks’s eccnomy is restricted because of the amount of land under government
owrership and control. This legislation is a positive step in getting land from
uricler government ownership into the hands of the private sector. With that will
corme greater nvestment and more jobs.

On 2 separete note, | saw on the news a legislative proposal that would charge
the Alaska Haitroad with the responsibility of developing a small diameter gas
nipzline, chen referred to by Alaskans as a bullet line. From my perspective, this
is & terrible and short-sighted proposal that does not contemplate the raiiroad's
abilty to wasie money. Their dirsct managerial involvement will almost certainly
insure a tari’f that would ke unaffordable to most Alaskars.

iri conclugion, i want to take this opportunity 1o extend my thanks and
appreciation 1o Representative Stoltze who authored this bill. Without his
business sense and leadership, we would most likely continue operating under
the existing 2reane structure of governmental ownership. Please support
passage of =B 357,

Respectiuly, .
Lk A e

Mark Stearns
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March 12, 2010

Honorable Peggy Wilson, Chair

House Transportation Committee
Clute Cupited, 4 ML,

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Representative Wiison,

I am writing in support of House Bili 357, it would aliow private busirssses and
citizens to purchase government owned land.

Respectfully,

James Garvin

AT&S, Inc.
Operations Manager
Fairbanks Alaska
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March 12. 2010

Honorable Peggy Wilson, Chair
House Transportation Conunittee
State Capitol. 4% Floor

Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: HB 357

Dear Representative Wilson.
1 revently learned about House Bill 357. and I am writing in support of this measire.

I'work for a Fairbanks based contpany, that has been in business. since 1974, which

Is located on railroad-leased land. In fact, all the businesses around us, are lecated on
Railroad-leased land. The land we are based on. is not used for railroad operution s and
Never will be.

This legislation would allow for the sale of these properties. In AT&S case and tas others
around us. This would be an asset, to the companies, to own the land there blsiness is
located cn.

- With your help. lets do the right thing and pass this bill

Thank you.

Randy Arendell

ATE&S Inc.

1883 Fox Ave.
Faurbonks, Aloska 20701




Mereh 10, 2010

Honcrable Pegey Wilson, Chair

House Trarsportation Committee

Alaska State House of Representatives

Stete Capito, Reom 406

Junieau AK 46801 Via fax: (907) 465-3175

RE: HB 357

Dear Chatrvoomen,

As z former leascholder with the ARRC, 1 support this bill. My understanding is that
when these lands were transferred to the State, the intention was that such lands would be
soid to private parties. Under that belief, at least some former leaseholders that I have

known expaided their facilities. Several vears ago, a commission formed to research
lorg-zerm plans for the State also recommended that these lands be sold.

Besides original intent, it is my belief that these lands are not developed to their potential
becarse there is always the threat of ARRC takeover at the end of the lease. [ realize this
is standard lzasenold practice, but the ARRC is statutorily prohibited from selling its
lard. This vras enough incentive for me not to further improve my property.

The ability c1id flexibility te maximize these properties will be of benefit to the
copmunities as well in expanding the revenue capacity of the lands and value of tax base.

Sincerely,

4
’ s
LY Y g - ’
rard /,::;4:/?,7/4 ,Ja/é(é/%%
¢ I
Muary W. Silvey \7

PO Box 71550

Fairbanks AK 99707
Ce: Ball Stelize via fax: (907) 465-4928
Cc: Peter Macksey via email: pmacksey@steelfabak.com
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February 25, 2010

Honorable Peggy Wilson, Chair
House Transportation Committee
Alaska State House of Transportation
State Capitol, 4™ Floor

Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: House Bill 357

Dear Representative Wilson,

I'am writing to you in support of House Bill 357. As an Alaska Railroad Leaseholder myself, I know
first hand the difficulties and restraints associated with dealing with the railroad. While my lease,
primarily because of its location, will probably not be one of the parcels of land ever put up for sale or
disposition; nonetheless, as a businessman [ know of many parcels that are not strategic to the railroad
and where the community’s commerce would likely improve substantially if these parcels were sold
and in private hands. One of Alaska’s biggest problems is that too much land is owned by the
government, both federal and state.

Putting railroad lands that ‘are not necessary to their operation or strategic purpose in the hands of the
private sector would increase business Capital investment, thus creating more jobs and a stronger local
tax base. I know of many leaseholders unwilling to further invest in their businesses because of the
uncertainty of their leases and the perceived difficulties in dealing with the railroad and their real estate
office.

Agan, in the strongest terms possible, I urge swift passage of house bill 357. Furthermore, I would like
to compliment Representative Bill Stoltze for having the business acumen and determination to address
an important issue to the rail belt region and its commerce.

Sincerely,

Paul L. Reid

ce: Representative Bill Stoltze

RSasaNa
m

2525 blueberry road suite 106 anchorage, alaska 99503
tel 907 563-0220 fax 907 563-0240
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March 1, 2010

Honorabie Peggy Wilson, Chair
House Transportation Committee
State Capitol, Room 406
Juneau, AK 89801

Dear Representative Wilson:

Your committee is in charge of reviewing House Bill 357, which deals with
allowing the Alaska Railroad Comoration to dispose/sell non-esseniisl real
estate. This legisiation warrants the body's attention and passage.

HB 357 is an astutely crafted vehicle that will allow the Railroad to sef tand that
is not essential to their transportation system. By doing so, the private sector will
be able to more easily attract needed capital, and be insured that they have the
freedom to direct, expand, and upgrade their businesses as they wish and
receive full benafit of any capital improvements.

Passing this legisiation is a commitment to economic development ardd belief in
the private sector. Please support HB 357.

Sincerely,

Robert Carison Jr
President

ALASKA'S LEADING WHOLESALER OF BUILDING SPECIALTY MERCHANDISE
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STATEWIDE DOOR & GLASS

221 East Ship Creek Avenue Anchorage, Alaska 99501
Phone: (907) -561-2074 Fax: (907) -562-1803

3/2/2010 Page 1 of 2

Honorable Peggy Wilson
Chairperson, Transportation Committee
Alaska House of Representatives

Dear Representative Wilson,

My name is Mike Hammer. | am the owner of Statewide Door & Glass. | do
commercial glass service and new installations for projects throughaut Alaska.

I currently employ 25 — employees year round. | purchased m\} currert buiding in
1999. it sits on Railroad leased land, located on Ship Creek Avenue. This strees
was originally named Warehouse Avenue until about 10 years ago. The name of
the street was changed by the Railroad Corporation to make it appear that the

area was not used for industrial, manufacturing, or storage purposes. There are
currently at least 10 — businesses on this street that that still do this kind of work
to make a living. They have all been here longer than me.

Over the past 10 — years, some businesses have had their leases expire. Wheri th &
happens, the Railrcad has refused to renew them.-As a result, the cwneris
currently required to demolish the building and have the debris hauied off to the
landfill at the owner’s expense unless the Railroad wants the building. Then, the,
will waive the demo requirement and take over the building. | have been told that
my lease will not be renewed if | continue to operate as a glass shog. By doing
this, the Railroad will eventually own all of the buildings or get rid of chem. The
goal is to turn this area into a tourist shopping and retail area.
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Page 2 of X

The Railroad Corporation has allowed 3 — new buildings to be built since | have
been here. The Comfort Inn Hotel, The Ulu Factory, and The Bridge Restaurant.
They were allowed to be built because they fit into the future model of what the
Railroad would like to see happen in this area. The problem is that this area is not
attracting any investment as the Railroad Corpo\(ation expected.

The Bridge Restaurant went out of business two years ago. The builclirg has been
for sale ever since and is still empty. There is an empty lot next to mne that has
been advertized as a great location for a new Condominium project. There has
been no interest. The Ulu factory had to invest in a shuttle bus to get people from
downtown to come see their store. There are many other empty lots for sale.

As | see it, the Alaska Railroad Corporation has become a real estate holding
company who still likes to play with trains! The federal government GAVE this
iand to Alaska so it could be used for transportation and building infrastructure,
not to build shopping malls and coffee stands for tourists that will sit empty eight
months of the year.

| would like to be able to purchase the land that my building sits on. | would like
to continue to employ people who live and work in Alaska all year iong. Having to
start over again in another huiiding because my lease will not be rerewed may
put me out of business. Please do what you can to help myself and others in my
position so that we can stay where we are and continue to employ Alaskars.
Please support House Bill #357.

Sincerely, / /
/42/, Yt




Thomas Tonkin
2005 Misty Meadows
Anchorage, AK 99502

March 4, 2010

Hororable Peggy Wilson, Chair
Haouse Transporaation Committee
Aleska Honse of Representatives
State Capitcl, Room 406

Juneau, AK 90301

RE:HOUSE BILL 357
Diear Chair Wilwon,

Iwould like fo sk for your support of HB 357 that is currently under consideration in
yeur commitree. [ have been employed by a company for the last sixteen vears that leases
property from the ARRC. My employer faces numerous uncertainties and challenges as
dc most small businessmen. As an example the ARRC has increased the land lease
peyment cos from $780.00 per month in 2001 o $2,990.00 per ronth currenily. The
current rate approaches an almost four fold increase in just 9 years. These dramatic
increases placa strain on already stretched finances and reduce the available funds 1o
expand the busizess and increase Wages.

From my reading of this legislation it seems Jike and excellent opportunity to place
privately used property into the ownership of those entities that use and occupy these
properties. The ARRC will still receive 2n income strearm from the investment income
feom the proceeds of the sale and the users will reap the benefits and predictability of
land ownership. This appears to be a situation that benefits both the private sector as wel]
as the public interest,

Thank you for your consideration,

5746695206 Butpinopy poopy uese)y d65:€0 01 0 Jen
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February 25, 2010

Honorable Peggy Wilson, Chair
House Transportation Committee
Alaska State House of Transportation
State Capitol, 4" Floor

Juneauy, Alaska 99801

Re: House Bill 357
Dear Representative Wilson,

I am writing to you in support of House Bill 357. As an Alaska Railroad Leascholder myself, I know
first hand the difficulties and restraints associated with dealing with the rilroad. While my Jease,
primarily becanse of its location, will probakly not be one of the parcels of land ever put up for salz cr
disposition; nonetheless, as a businessman [ know of many parcels that are not strategic 1o the railroad
and where the comununity’s commerce would likely improve substantially if these parcels were sold
and m private hands. One of Alaska’s biggest problems is that too much land is owned by th:
govemnment, both federal and state.

Putting railroad lands that are not necessary to their operation or strategic purpose in the hands of the
private sector would increase business Capital investment, thus creating more jobs and a stronger koczl
tax base. I know of many leascholders unwilling to further invest in their businesses because of the
uncertainty of their leases and the perceived difficulties in dealing with the railroad and their real estate
office. i

Again, in the strongest terms possible, I urge swift passage of house bill 357. Furthermore, | would kk:
to compliment Representative Bill:Stoltze for having the business acumen and determination to address
an important issuc to the rail belt region and its commerce.

Paul L. Reid

/

ce: Representative Bifl Stolme
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Caxphatiion

2525 biueberry road  suite 106  anchorage, ale o 30503
tel 307 563-0220 fax 907 SHI0240
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February 25, 2010
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Honorable Peggy Wilson, Chairwoman
House Transportation Committee
Alaska State House of Representatives
Juneau, AK 99801

~Dear Chairwoman Wilson,

| am writing to ask you to give HB 357 your committee’s fullest deliberation. Itis a bil
that will right a major inequity for my busmess and for many other busines ses in
A!aska s Rail Belt.

Current!y we have to.make and pay for many capltal and property improvements,
ourselves. (We were required to pay for a new water line on property we did not own.)
We “inherited “our lease when we bought this business, over 25 years ago. The lease
has.proved to be the only regret | have about owning this business. It i is a bitter pilf to
know that while you are improving your business to the highest standards, that tho
;mprovements may end up bel onglna to another owner.

Alaska depends on pnvate enterpnse to keep bu;ldmg new JObS more ﬁhan any other
segment of our economy. This is especially important during these tough’ 2conomic

“times. A business that could have the opportunrty of owning its land woult also have t4:
confidence to make additional capitai lmprovempnts and-expansiors. This will prov:de
huge benefits to focaf communrlles '

, Rather fhan continuing to lock up more land from: private ownership, 18t a t,rack of light
and hope shine down on the many businesses who strugglé daily to be corrpetitive.
-After all, it was set out in the original Federal transfer of lands as a fair and equitable
proeedure The Alaska Railroad Corp. has done nothing but drag its heele on this -
process, and | think HB 357 will give everyone the green light to proceed with a proces:
that should have started 20 years ago. I really believe HB 357 i is a fair and equal way {0
start this important adjustment. ,

Sincerely,

Jénet Faulkner
Vice President
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February 25, 2010

Honorable Peggy Wilson, Chairwoman
House Transportation Committee

2132 RAILRSS 32

Alaska State House of Representatives ‘ : ANCHORAGE, A+ 1351
Juneau, AK 98801 . o Ewmn

Dear Represéntaﬁve Wilson,

Here’s the key to the simplicity of HB 357 it just starts the process that was set-up ove
25 years ago when the Federai government transferred ownership to Alaska. Part of
that Federal transfer specified that state-owned, non-operational railroad lands could '
purchased at fair market value after 10 years. HB 357 just specifies that it’s alright tg
begin the process, o . ‘

HB 357 wilt allow business owners iike me, who has leased state fand through the
Alaska Railroad Corporation, the opportunity to purchase land that | have improved

- upon for over 25 years (I have made over $8 million in capital improvements to my
business site). | have paid taxes on this land, too, even though I do nct own the land.
have done this in order to build my steel fabricating business to be the tcp steel ,
fabricator in Alaska, with the largest capacity and capabilities in the state. The reasor’
I' want to make sure that other Alaska industries can get their steel needs met in Alasks
without going outside the state. ' ' :

Under current lease conditions, if | would close or move my business, all the capital
improvemerits would belong to the ARRC. Frankly, | have always found this very
bothersome. ! ook around me, at other leaseholders, and | am sure that they were

- able to own the land they are sitling on that they would make major improvements,
which would equate to higher property values, greater civic pride and beautification, an
a stronger tax base for Raii Belt communities. ‘ _

Heip us eliminate serfdom from the Rail Belt. Please give HB 357 your most earnest
consideration, Representative Wilson. HB 357 is a simple bill crafted to treat \
leaseholders who desire to buy their property as equailly as those who wish te continus
to lease. Private property owners in Alaska are a rare breed: only 2 percent of Alaska
land is in private ownership. Please give us a chance to help remedy this inequality,

-Sincerely, ,
Richard Faulkner
President
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March 2, 2010

Honorable Peggy Wilson, Chair
House Transportation Cominittee
State Capital, 4™ Floor

Juneau, Ak 99801

RE: HB 357
Dear Representative Wilson,
We recently leamned about House Bill 357 and we are writing in support of this messur=.

We have leased our property from the Alaska Railroad since 1965. We would not even
consider doing any improvements due to the uncertainties of our lease. There has only
been one new business on our street within the last 10 years and it failed. There are meny
lots available but no ons wants to develop them because of the lease agrezraent. The
railroad does not use or need these lots for railroad purposes. It is a shame to have
properties sitting vacant and leased land buildings needing repair. The lands have
become an eyesore to the community.

House Bill 357 would allow the sale of these properties. This would allow developrnent
of the lands which would be beneficial to everyone.

We would appreciate your support of this bill. If you have any questions, plezse email
me at kiperhamdigcinet.

Thank vou,

FLOR-WALL, INC.

Karen A. Paulsen Perham
President
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Honorable Peggy Wilson, Chairwoman
Alaska State House of Representatives
Transportation Committee

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Chairwoman Wilson,

| sinceraly request the suppart and endorsement of HB 357, This bill deats with the sale and the
redistribution of awnership of unessential raliroad land.

This legislation, If passed, would allow the rallroad to sell lands that are in surpius to their transportaticn
operations. This in turn would allow the businesses and other intarested parties t9 procure the land
that they already have financial interests and investments in. By doing so, the Railrcad would not be
infringing upon the directives of thelr board, or the welfare of the public. if the private
entrepreneurs/corporations are aftowed to own the tand that they have established their regpective
enterprises on, they are thus more likely to further invest in said enterprises and strengthen our lecal
community by remaining where they are. Investments will then lead to more jobs and revenue for the
cammunity/state as well,

Nearly all the {and in the state of Alaska is government owned (just about 98%). 8y silowing the railroaz
to sell the extra fand te these business owners, it would grant the private business sector more streng th
and revenue.

Please consider this bil! and ail that | have stated as it is crucial for the development and prospenity of
the private business sector as well as the continulng stability of our local commurities.

Sincerely,

Brandon Wallace

.

- Sy
Condn) Val(/—

ALASKA'S LEADING WHOLESALER OF BUILDING SPECIALTY MERCHANDISE



Borhuslav “iala
147 Oceon Park Dr.
Ancnorage, K 99515

Honorable Feggy Wilson, Chair
House Transgortation Committee
Alaska Hoose of Representatives
State Capiiol Room 406
Jureau, Ak 95801

RE- =OUSE BILL 357
Dear Chair ‘Wilson,

Fam wrtirg te ask your support of HB 357 currently under consideration in
your conmitiee. This bill, if enacted, will have a positive impact on
Alcska’s sconomic future by securing the economic future of current
ARRC leaseholders.

This legisiation will give the railroad the authority to sell their non-strategic
land within their real estate portfolio and puts public lands into private
ownership. This will significantly increase economic climate for more
invastment, create new jobs and ensure existing ones, and expand the
local tax base all along the rail belf.

This legislation does all this and is revenue neutral. The raiiroad will
continue the revenue stream that it currently enjoys while businesses can
secure thelr future through land ownership. This legislation is pro business,
pro jobs cand pro private sector business and it allows the ARRC to
concentrate on their primary mission of eperating our railroad.

'vﬂﬁi;"z/{:,/ %

Bohus!av‘ Ficilzs

Ce: Honoraoble Bill Stoltze
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ik Brubaker
.0 Box 376432
Wasilla, AK 833587

Marcn 3, 2076

Horcrable Peggy Wilson, Chair
House Transportation Committee
Alaska House of Representatives
Btate Capitol Room 406

uneau, A 98301

RE: HOUSE BILL 357
Dear Chair flson,

House Bill 257 that has been introduced by Rep. Stoltze, would support private
sector businesses that are currently lease holders with the ARRC. As you are
aware a larga proportion of land in Alaska is held by the public including those
iands that are leased by the Raiiroad to businesses along the rail belt region.
Mest railrozd leased land has no direct impact on the day to day operational
activities of the Railroad. The Railroad by virtue of these leases exerts control
and creates uncertainty for the long term health of the leaseholders. This
legislation If enacted, would provide the leaseholders a secure future and give
them the fiexibility to invest for the future. It also allows the Railroad continued
revenue for their train operations and lets them focus on their primary reason for
existancs.

L/ Iy
Re:zpectfully, éjl/bé M//

Erik Brubalar

cc: Honorablz Bill Sfoltze
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Len Melarty
11441 Lower Sunny Cr.
Eagle River, LXK 99877

March 2, 2010
Honorable Peggy Wilson, Chair
House Trarsportation Committee
Alaska Hoise of Representatives
Siate Caplol, Room 406
Juneau, AR 93801

RE HOUSE BILL 357

Dear Chair Wilson,

Plezss actively support HB 57 as this will be tangible and visible support
of simall business interests in Alaska. This legislation will help put public

lardds into private ownership and will lead to increas
growth. This will allow the ARRC to concentra

pairties bererit and I strongly urge you to give it the attention that it

desarves.

Thankyow, e

Kot EAS

Keno MceCarty

i3¢: Honoratls Bill Stoltze

gd GCL67095-L06
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TaskKlock, Inc.
1115 Whitney Road
Anchorage, AK 99501
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(877) 962-2678

www.taskklock.com
tkinfo@taskklock.com

Timekeeping
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March 3, 2010

Honorable Peggy Wilson, Chair
House Transportation Committee
Alaska House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 406

Juneau, AK 99801

RE: HOUSE BILL 357

Dear Chair Wilson,

Please support HB 357 currently in your committee. This legislation will help
Alaskan businesses by placing public lands into private use. Alaska has more
public lands than any other state and this legislation will allow these lands to
generate tax revenue and strengthen the bottom line of the private sector. This
legislation is the type of real and tangible support that the State can provide to
help diversify the economy. This legislation is one that provides benefits
without harming the ARRC. The Rail Road will continue to receive revenue
from the invested proceeds of these land sales and it puts the land into private
hands for the benefit of Alaskans.

Thank you for your consideration,

Marguerite C Kremer



Pamalyn Duvall

Mark Sprano [marksprano@gmail.com]
Wednesday, March 03, 2010 3:27 PM
#To: Pamalyn Duvall
Cc: ashleyreed@gci.net; rfaulkner@steelfabak.com
Subject: House Bill 357

Date March 1, 2010
Honorable Peggy Wilson, Chair
House Transportation Committee
State Capitol, 4th Floor
Juneau, AK 99801
Dear Chair Wilson,

I am writing in support of House Bill 357, which is currently in your committee. | believe this
legislation deserves the attention and support of the legislature because of its positive implications for
he economy of our state.

First and foremost, giving the railroad the authority to dispose of non-strategic land within their
real estate portfolio creates the logical first step of putting more government-owned lands in the
private sector. By doing so, you will significantly increase the economic climate for more investment,

create new and more jobs, and expand the local tax base of our communities along the railbelt.

A move like this will allow the RR to make sound and rationale decisions about their real estate
portfolio for the betterment of their operations as well as for their communities and leaseholders.

This legislation is pro-business, pro-jobs, pro-private sector and deserves the attention and
passage of

the Alaska State Legislature. Thank you for your consideration.

Regards

Mark Sprano

Mark Sprano



Alaska Marble & Granite Inc.
1115 Whitney Rd.
Anchorage Alaska 99501




BEXC Alaska LLC

124 E 3rd Avenue Ste 211
Anachorage, AK 99501
Phone 907.222.1800

Fax 907.222.1802

March 3, 2019

cenorable Peggy Wilson, Chairwoman
Adaska State House of Representatives
Triaasportation committee

stz te Capitol

Jumzau, AK 99831

Desr Charwonan Wilson:

- urge your endorsement and support of HB 357, Our family has leased a small parcel of railroad
“ard sinee the lae 60's. On many occasions over the years we have tried unsuccessfully to
atrchase this paccel. We operate a small business and could never justify the improvements we
aeed as we do rot own the land.

Muore recerdly the Mugicipality of Anchorage in conjunction with railroad officials has forced
“he raiiroad lease bolders to pay property taxes on land that they do not own. We are in full
suprport of this legislation and hope it will pass during the current session.

Thank vou for vour support,
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Mar 06 10 12:39p Harvey Dougherty 907-277-1718

8 March, 2010

Hon. Peggy Wilson

Chair, House Transporatior Committee
State Capital, Room 406

Juneau, Alaska 89801

Dear Representative Wilkson;

I'am writing in support of House Bilt 357, which would allow the sale or disposition of
non essential railroad lands. | give these reasons for this solution:

There is a lot of land controlled by the Alaska Railroad. The State land on Commarcial
Drive was sold to tenants years ago.

It would prebably lead to larger operations being located in the Railroad area.

[ have leased from the Alaska Railroad since the end of 1975. in the lest few years.
the City of Anchorage has beer, charging taxes on the value of the Alaska Railroac
leases. Nobody seems to krow if the lease value is reduced as the years ieft on
the lease are reduced. As my iease has left time remaining, the taxes have gene
up considerably,

I think if the property was owned by companies or individuals, tenants would be in
a better position to expand, getloans, etc. The Railroad has a lot of fine peopis
working there, and 1 don't have anything against anyone.

Thanks for your efforts,

Sincerely, @/{ e g

arvey Dougherty
Alaska Crate & Pallet
3405 Vassar Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 38508




