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e Persistence of TOPS students is much better than non-TOPS students—4™ year for
the class that entered 2003 is 77%--well above the national average. It was 42% for
non-TOPS students.

e The TOPS program is administered by the Louisiana Office of Student Financial
Assistance. According to Richard Ordal, (225) 922-1043, TOPS has 14 employees.
Its operational budget of $1.296 million ($31 per TOPS student) represents 1% of
TOPS® $119,121 million budget for the current school year. TOPS” has two
additional employees for the Go Grant Program and Dual Enrollment Program.

High School Performance

High School enrollment in Louisiana declined by 4% between 1990 and 2000. The
percent of minority students for the school year 1999-2000 was 51%, versus a national rate of
38%; percent of children under 18 years in poverty (1999) was 26% versus 19% nationally.
College readiness increases for Louisiana high schoolers has surpassed the national rate—35%
versus 34%.

Core Curriculum

e 66% of 2007 high school graduates took the more rigorous Core curriculum
versus 56% in 2003.

o 64% of Louisiana students scored a 3 or higher on the advanced placement
exam versus 61% nationally.

ACT Scores

e Louisiana 1991 — 19.4; 1999 — 19.6; 2006 — 20.1; U.S. 1991 — 20.6; 1999 —
20.0; 2006 - 21.1.

e 79% of all Louisiana high schoolers took the ACT test in 2007; Montana’s
rate in 2004 was 56%; the national rate 40%.

e Over the past 5 years Louisiana’s state composite has risen .5 points versus
nationally .4.

e 71% of Louisiana’s ACT test takers in 2001 completed ACT’s Core
curriculum versus 60% nationally.

Graduation Rate

e Louisiana: 1991 — 61%; 2003/2004 — 69.4%.
U.S.: 1991 — 72%; 2003/2004 — 74.3%.

e For the time frame, Louisiana’s improvement of 7.4% was one of the best in
the nation.

¢ All young adults with a high school diploma or GED: 82% Louisiana; 85%
U.S
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e Anticipated even better preparation for Fall 2005 according to the Board of
Regents.

Student Retention

e Between the 1996-1997 school year and 2001-2002 year, freshman to sophomore
year retention increased from 71% to 75%.

e For students who enrolled in post-secondary in 2003, 88% returned for their
second year versus 60% for those without TOPS.

e For fourth year students in 2007, 77% were still in college versus 42% for non-
TOPS counterparts.

Degrees Awarded

e Between 1994-1995 school year and 2003-2004, the number of degrees and
certificates awarded annually increased from 22,904 to 26,449—a 15% increase.

e 59% TOPS students at four year institutions graduate within six years, versus only
25% of non-TOPS students.

Funding

e Between 1983 and 1993 Louisiana ranked 48™ in the nation in percentage of post-
secondary funding increases. For the years 1994-2002, the state was second in the
nation.

Brain Drain

Louisiana’s challenges in terms of keeping college graduates in the state are no

different than other historically slow growth and traditional industry (i.e., moderately
dependent economy versus diversified economy) states across the country, including
Montana. Since the 1980°s Louisiana has struggled with mediocre population growth and
image problems. That has changed, and continues to change as evidenced by efforts to

restructure the economy and higher education endowed chairs (33) and professorships
(265) at LSU.

e The 2005 hurricanes decreased jobs in the state to 1997 levels. By the end of 2007 the
state was within 3700 jobs of 2005.

e By mid - 2008, with a projected increase of 37,700 jobs (1.9%), the state will set new
employment records.

e A unique program through Louisiana State’s E.J. Ourso College of Business
promotes jobs for Louisiana graduates—www.LouisianaGrads.com

e The oil and gas industry is booming and is hiring college graduates.
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