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>>> Now more than ever. WE NEED YOUR DONATIONS! <<<

HOaa & May is Motorcycle Awareness Month

The National Highway Traffic Safety
NEWS Administration (NHTSA) has declared
each May; "Motorcycle Safety
Awareness Month."
us The NHTSA is trying to bring more
motorcycle awareness to those drivers
ORDRER who aren't riding motorcycles. NHTSA
says, "Over two-thirds of fatai
motorcycle crashes involve a
DQRATE motorcycle and another vehicle." For . It's quick, easy and best
those of us who travel the city streets daily, we know quite weil that most of our of all it's free!

attention is spent on anticipating what the other driver will do.
SHQOF Order infnemation
You can help bring awareness to the increasing number of motorcyclist on the Orders Semt e
road by joining me in bringing more knowledge to our non two wheeled friends. O,derz Pending: 2652
GALLERY Take the month of May to talk to your friends and family who may or may not Shipping Cost. 1 506 88
realize you ride a bike. Maybe if we can bring a more personal connection to Current Donations:  $.5¢
motorcycling, people will eventually realize that we aren't just a bunch of leather B
DRIV ING i .
TiEs wearing troublemakers. All you need to do is
>> NHTSA Website complete the order form
and I'lf mail you a set of
stickers.
Order NOW! ’
far nvke tru frends are cever forgotisn #

hup: waww hikertriend.org mmam.asp AR eI
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>>> Now more than ever, WE NEED YOUR DONATIONS! <<<

HOM B Tips for Driving “Biker Friendly"

LOOK for riders. So often you will hear
NEWS that a driver "never saw" the
motorcyclist that they hit. As surprising
as it may seem that you wouldn't see a
ABOUT U vehicle, even if you ooked right at it, a
surprising study by Dr. Arien Mack
shows that it is a real phenomenon. The 4
ORDER fancy name for this is Inattentional
Blindness, and the result is that people
see what they are looking for and
DONATE screen out everything else. When . . It's quick, easy and best
driving, people are looking for cars, and consequenﬂy do not see motorcyclist, of all it's free!

bicyclists or even pedestrians. We all know that this can lead to deadly
SHOP consequences. So when you are driving, PLEASE look for any on coming traffic Brlen ntariation
"
or bystanders...they may very well be there!!! Ordere Sot 15.789
. . S ) QOrders Pending: 3,652
GALLERY For more information on inattentional blindness and the video in which s':‘ <8 o0 g
L S : . . T ) .. ipping Cost: $1,606.88
participants didn't notice a guy in a gorilla suit in the middie of the screen, visit Current Donations:  5-% 1 o5
i here:
o All dtodoi
Tixs >> http:/viscog.beckman.uiuc.edu/djs_lab/IB html SR
complete the order form

and I'lt mail you a set of

Don't tailgate! Rear ending a rider can KILL :
stickers.

Don't cut off that motorcycle! Even if you are frustrated, even if you are in a

hurry, no matter what, give riders space. Remember that you are only a few feet Order NOW!
from that person's body. .__.___-.J

WALT! You are misjudging their speed! You assess vehicle speed all the time
on cars and judge when we have enough time to go or when we should wait for
the traffic to pass. This judgment of speed is actually based on the visual mass of
the vehicle. Cars are bigger than motorcycles, and as such, motorcycles appear
to be going slower than they actually are. If you see a rider, you have less time
than a car at the same perceived rate of speed. So, just wait and let the
motorcycle pass if you have any doubts.

Give riders extra room.
Watch for riders in groups and try oot to separate riders.

Motarcycles are entitled fo a right of way. A person operating a motorcycle is
entitled to the same rights and right of way as a car. So often drivers will
disregard motorcyclists right of way. For example, if a motorcycle is turning left
and they got to the stop sign first, the motorcycle goes first_just iike a car.

Motroycles are antitied to thair swn lane Motorcycles are entitled to their
own lane on the road...a whole lane. You wouldn't drive in a lane with ancther
car. you wouldn't push a car off to the shoulder. and it is against the law to do it to
a motorcycle.

Lane sharing s 'agal in Catitarniat Lane sharing allows motorcycies to go
between two lanes of traffic to the stop light or along side stopped traffic on the
freeway. This s LEGAL IN CALIFORNIA. Many drivers dislike this_ but it is totally
legal and s actually a good thing. With traffic in California being such a problem.
lane sharing allows more vehicles to pass and keep from further congesting the
roads. Also. for riders being in front of traffic is always the safest place to ride.
People who are not fooking for niders or who drive distracted don't see riders and
sften change ‘anes :nto them Being i front minimizes the potental Jangers fom
traffic. so move over and afiow that rder 1o pass at the ight

http: www bikertriend.org tips asp [ 1y 2010
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Road Rage can KILL a rider. Rider's sometimes do rude things, just like drivers
do from time to time. In a car, driving recklessly has a steel-framed cushion, a
rider, however, is totally exposed. A stupid move to try to prove a point can take a
life. It just isn't worth the consequences. Please drive sane.

for mike frue fnends are never forgotten fniendshipnde com

hitp: 'www bikertriend.org tips.asp 192010



2009 MOTORCYCLE SAFETY AWARENESS MONTH PLANNER
SAMPLE NEWS RELEASE

Note: before filling in the names of the Orgunization and Organization spokesperson, vou MUST contact
them to obiain their permission (0 use their names in this press release, und you must get their approval for
the lunguage of their quotations, and any changes or additions they may require. Only ufier this is done
showuld vou send owt the press releuse.

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: [Date]
CONTACT: [Name, Phone Number, E-mail]

[Local Organization] Promotes “Sharing the Road” with Motorcycles

by Joining Efforts with State and Federal Partners
May 2009 Proclaimed Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month.

[City. State] — Motorcyclists fatalities have steadily increased over the past decade. In
fact, in 2007, there was a seven percent increase in fatalities from 4,837 in 2006, to 5,154.

That’s why [Local Organization] announced today that they are joining with other
federal, State and local highway safety, law enforcement, and motorcycle organizations
in proclaiming May 2009 as “Motorcycle Safety Awareness Month.” All motorists are
reminded to safely “Share the Road” with motorcycles and to be extra alert when driving
to help keep motorcyclists safe. Motorcyclists are reminded to make themselves visible
to other motorists in case other drivers are not looking out for motorcycle riders.

“As the weather improves, more and more motorcyclists are hitting the roads. And with
that in mind. drivers of all vehicles, whether you're driving an SUV, passenger car or
truck, need to be extra attentive and make sure you “*Share the Road,” said [Local
Leader]. “Motorcycles are some of the smallest vehicles on our roads, often hidden in a
vehicle’s blind spot so everyone needs to really look out for them.”

It’s crucial that motorists always make a visual check for motorcycles by checking
mirrors and blind spots before entering or leaving a lane of traffic and at intersections.

“Motorcyclists have responsibilities, t00.” said [Local Leader]. “They should follow the
rules of the roadway, be alert to other drivers, and always wear a DOT-compliant helmet
and other protective gear.”

[Local Leader] said that motoreyclists are much more vulnerable than passenger vehicle
occupants in the event of a crash. [He/she| said that research shows that per vehicle mile
traveled. motoreycelists are about 37 times more likely than a passenger car occupant to
die in a traffic crash.

[Local Leader| offered several tips for drivers to help keep motorevelists safe on our
roadways:



* Remember the motorcycle is a vehicle with all of the rights and privileges of any other
motor vehicle on the roadway. Always allow a motorcyclist the full lane width—never
try to share a lane;

* Always make a visual check for motorcycles by checking mirrors and blind spots
before entering or leaving a lane of traffic and at intersections:

* Always signal your intentions before changing lanes or merging with traffic;

* Don’t be fooled by a flashing turn signal on a motorcycle — motorcycle signals are often
not self-canceling and riders sometimes forget to turn them off. Wait to be sure the
motorcycle is going to turn before you proceed;

* Allow more following distance, three or four seconds, when behind a motorcycle, so
the motorcyclist has enough time to maneuver or stop in an emergency. And don't
tailgate. In dry conditions, motorcycles can stop more quickly than cars.

[Local Leader] said motorcyclists can increase their safety by:

* Avoid riding in poor weather conditions.

* Wearing brightly colored protective gear and a DOT-compliant helmet;

* Using turn signals for every turn or lane change, even if the rider thinks no one will see
it;

* Combining hand and turn signals to draw more attention to themselves;

* Using reflective tape and stickers to increase conspicuity; and

* Positioning themselves in the lane where they will be most visible to other drivers.
Our message to all drivers and motorcyclists is: make this the first year in recent years

when motorcycle fatalities do not increase. Help to share in the responsibility and do your
part by safely “Sharing the Road.”
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For Car Drivers

SEE™M: A Strategy for Managing
the Risk of Motor Vehicle Operation

Overview:

The Motorcydle Safety ~“<’)um1'atéon IMSFY, ey a3 Basic RuderCourse”™ (BRC and other curncular products,
promotes a three < ess with the acronym SEE [Search, Evatuate, fxecute) as the core of a
personal safe niding strategy see diagramyj,

- ’ﬂ e Cperating 3 motor vehle, esgecially on public roads, 15 a0t 3 passive activity but a complex task that

;s GiVes muore than just kaowmg how 1o use the accelerator, brakes, and steering, Motor vehicie operators

sutve and Motor skils. In the chart above, thess three distinet skills are transfcimed

i \ ; eastly understond terms: Search, Evaluate, fxecute. Search means 1o actively scan and

- N ddentfy tors that couid create increased nsk; Evaluate eans to cansider patential problems ansing
from the interactinn of those factors; and Execute refers to the physical maotor skils ased 1o pre
svond the resuiting hazards. /Please refer to the Appendix for an n depth review of the yse of the ?
Evaluate, Execute process.) An additivnal hanefit of the three terms (s that th ey farm an acronym - SEE -
*hat s easy to reoweimber and s relevant (o the driv: ng/riding Yask o and of Aself. The SEE pracess s

fwable not only to the nperation of any type of matar cecle, bl ran work squatly well a5 a gk

rearagement strategy for bieyolists a1 even pedestnans intoractuig aathun @ minlor vehicle ernsronment
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For Car Drivers

hitp: wyw forcardrivers com quicktips. himl

Ten Things All Car & Truck Drivers
Should Know About Motorcycles

Page 1 of 2

Quick Tips

Over half of all fatal motorcycle crashes involve another vehicle
Most of the time. the motorst. not the motorcychist, s at fault
There are a lot more cars and trucks than motorcycles on the
road. and some drivers don't “recognize” a motorcycle - thay
ignore i tusually umintentionalty).

Because of s smail size. a moiorcycle can be easdy hidden in g
car's blind spots (doorroof pillars) ar masked by objects or
backgrouns cutside a car ibushes. fencas, bridges, etc). Take an
extra moment 1o lock for motarcycles. whether you're changing
ianes of turning at intersections.

Because of its small size. a motorcycle may look farther away than
itis It may also be difficult to judge a motorcycie's speed. When
checking traffic to turn at an intersection or into (or out of) a
driveway. predict a motorcycile s closer than it fooks.

Motoreyclists often slow by downshifting or merely rolling off the
throtlle. thus not activating the brake light Allow more following
distance, say 3 or 4 seconds. At intarsections. predict a
motarcychst may siow down without visual warring

Motorcyciists often adjust position within g lane to be seen more
zasily and 1o mwumize the effects of road debris passing vehicles,
and wind Understand that motereychsts adjust lane position for g
purpose. not to be reckless or show off ar to aliow you o share the
lane with them

Turn signals on a motarcycle usually are rot self-cancaling thus
some nders (especially beginners) sometimes forget to turn them
off afler 3 turn or lane change Make sure a motorcycle’s signal s
for real.

Maneuverabidy 's one of a matorcycle’'s befter characlenstics
especiaily at siower speeds and with good raad congitions but
don't expect 3 metoroychst to always he able to dodge aut of the
w8y

Stapearg distance tor motorcycles s raarly the sane as ©f cars.
but shppery pavement makes stopping quickly ddficull Afaw mor

following distance sehund a maloriycie bacause 4 2an't abvays
stap "on a dune
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If a driver crashes into a motorcychst. bicychist or pedestran and
causes senous injury. the dnver would likely never forgive
hmself/nerself

Fhes KA
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Spottinga
motorcycle
onthe
roadcan
bejust
ashard

as finding
onein

this picture.

Keep an eye out

tor motorcycles

Share the road with motorcycles




SOF7? AND SAUISHY ON THE INSIDE.
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