PO Box 1841

Nome, AK 99762

February 15, 2010

To Whom It May Concern:
I am writing to express my support of the Youth Court program in Alaska.  I moved to Nome, Alaska from South Royalton, Vermont to work as a clerk and deputy magistrate at the Superior and District Court and had no idea I would also be involved with the Youth Court program.  When I found out that I was to serve as Youth Court Legal Advisor I was ecstatic.  Youth Court excited me because, as a former social studies teacher, I saw a program that raises students’ knowledge of the law, legal process and their civic rights and duties and excites a new generation of responsible, active and thoughtful citizens.  
Youth Court gives students many unique opportunities and learning experiences.  Just the personal responsibility required by participants makes this program invaluable.  Students between the ages of twelve and eighteen literally participate in the court process representing clients and handing down legally binding sentences.  In doing so they acquire many social skills and thinking strategies.  Students learn empathy and professionalism when dealing with clients.  They learn public speaking and writing.  They learn how to separate facts from belief and emotion, how to see all sides of an issue, and how to logically and carefully present these issues.  Through zealous representation of clients students grow as citizens, people and community members.
Perhaps the most important part of Youth Court is the clients themselves.  Youth Court is a diversionary program targeting at risk youth, who, if thrown into the court system at such an early age, hazard becoming the repeat offenders I often see at my job.  Youth Court gives these young men and women a second chance.  Anybody who has worked with teenagers knows how much weight is placed on the opinion of their peers.  In the Youth Court process, defendants are tried and sentenced by their peers, not a mysterious adult.  This reinforces lessons learned and allows defendants to feel that they have been fairly judged.  
Most importantly, Youth Court is not about punishing these young offenders.  Sentences are not handed out in retribution.  Instead, sentencing is designed to show the defendant the error of their ways, to intervene and work with the defendant’s specific personality so they may see the connection between their actions and the effects of those actions, and finally to benefit the community.  As the saying goes, an ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.  The Youth Court program is many ounces of prevention.
The Alaska Youth Court program is one of the best and most innovative programs in the entire United States.  Creating future active, intelligent, informed and free-thinking citizens cannot be measured by dollars or statistics.  It would be a shame to see such a program falter for lack of funding.  I fully support keeping this wonderful program alive and active.  
Thank you for your time and support.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey Davis, Esq.

