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HCR 15 directs the Legislative Council to contract for an independent review and report by the National Research 
Council of the National Academy of Sciences (NRC) to provide an interdisciplinary assessment of the known and 
probable cumulative environmental and socioeconomc consequences of large-scale mineral extraction in the Bristol Bay 
area watershed, including hydrological systems and aquifers, biological resources, and communities, and an assessment 
of critical gaps in existing knowledge necessary to adequately understand, predict, and manage the environmental and 
socioeconomic consequences of mineral extraction in the Bristol Bay area watershed.

Costs for previous NRC research projects in Alaska have varied depending on the scope of work.  Recent projects 
have ranged from $600,000 (Developing a Research and Restoration Plan for Arctic-Yukon-Kuskokwim Salmon) to 
$1,600,000 (Cumulative Environmental Effects of Oil and Gas Activities on Alaska's North Slope).


