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FAQs: Frequently Asked Questions

1. Why do we need youth courts? Click ficre for the answer

2. What are youth courts? Click "icrc for the answer

3. Why do we need a state association? Click i:cre: for the answer
4. How many youth courts are there? Click tiore for the answer
Email us with any additional questions you have.
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1. Why do we need youth courts? It is impossible for the Department of Health and Socual Services, Division of Juvenile Jistice (D11
respond fully to all delinquent acts committed by juveniles. Instead, incidents are priontized and division resources arc devoted 1o the niost
serious cases. Low-priority cases, such as first time sheplifting, may result etthier 1 no perscnal contact (a warning letter) or a reforral for
outside services. Youth who commit these offenses are left with the impression that their crminal actions are deemed acceptable, if there nas
been no consequence for the crime they committed.  Studies indicate, howevor, that early intervention in lower-priority cases can be very
effective in preventing more serious problems from developing in the future. There i an gent need for communities o complement D1
services by providing responses to lower-prionity cases. The community suffers each tme a cnme is committed. Youth courts are @ methog o
the community to respond to definguency. This voluntary alternative to the iuvenile wshce system g a form of early imncrvention designed w
foster a sense of well being in the community. ..k i
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2. What are youth courts? Youth courts are innovative alternatives tu the e jalta ¢ systent. Youth volunteers
(attorney, judge, bailiff, juror) while youth offenders are offered an alternative sarchion 'rom tie formal Juvenile just,
are implemented in response to the need or concerns of each community. / thocah the model may vary i style, subs
recurring themes among youth court programs are:
Accountability
Youth courts ensure an offender is held accountable for their behavic: <o te make amends for !
have caused to the community. Offenders are calicg by peers, family cooncs. oo staff and/or other caring
for their crimes.
Significant Peer Influence
Youth volunteers send the message that they don't condone lave b - =T Cositive pess influenss
Competency Skiils
Youth court programs teach competency and icadership skidls: histerne
conflict resolution. Youth courts also provide real-world career and o«
the court process. Youth courts provide youth offenders and volunt
also promaote more positive attitudes towards law enforcemoent .
Empowering and Involving
Youth courts allow youth tc assume leadership roies and address e oo - 0 4 their communities
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3. Why do we need 3 state association” Umited Youtn Courts of Alaskd was i o
fundamental principal that youth courts need to have the operational flexibiiity ¢
While engaging the community i partnership with the juvenile justice systern
youth court programs and to reduce juvenile crime i Alaska. The 3s50CauGt
emergent youth courts throughout Alaska. Youth court members will teccive
‘reinvent the wheel by netwerking to create a united voice for Alaskan yout

roonurts i Alaska, and stioo

4. How many youth courts are there? There are currerntly 12 established
aci o Columbng. o -

their programs! Nationally, there are around 1,200 youth courts m 4% stat

S

You can join the miathng kst oo
shared with anyone.

COCVC Upaates about UYCA Just Allm pors 0 0 T e s e belay Dot

fearn more &1

http://www.alaskayouthcourt.org/fags.html 271272010

.



