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SPONSOR STATEMENT
House Bill 49

“An Act further limiting the exercise of eminent domain”

HB 49 strengthens the individual’s property rights by protecting privately owned
recreational structures from the exercise of eminent domain for recreational

purposes.

Eminent domain is an important right of the government. However, it should only
be used for the most judicious of purposes, and every effort should be made to
minimize its impact to the right of the individual to own private property.

AS 09.55.240 limits the government’s authority to exercise eminent domain and
seize personal residences by clearly outlining its legitimate use (namely the
construction and/or expansion of roads, schools, and public buildings) and by
prohibiting its exercise for the purpose of economic development or to generate
increased government revenues.

HB 49 affords privately owned recreational structures the same protection from
government seizure already granted to personal residences in AS 09.55.240.

The right to own private property is one of the most important rights of Alaskans.
By prohibiting government seizure of privately owned recreational structures for
recreational purposes, HB 49 strengthens that right and ensures the continued
use of land in the greatest of ways — that of private ownership.
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