The purpose of this document is to provide a quick glance at the 22 scholarship programs cited by the Taylor Foundation. Ever since Governor Parnell proposed the Governor’s Performance Scholarship (GPS) people make references to 22 similar state programs. The GPS is a merit-only program, and the argument for this tends to cite the successes of these 22 other programs. Here I will show some additional information behind this number, primarily looking at the needs-based components within these programs. 
To produce this list I researched the programs and states listed on the Taylor Foundation website labeled as “Taylor Plan States.” The eligibility requirements listed are the most relevant to the scholarship discussions in the State of Alaska. 
· 12 of the State programs cited by the Taylor Foundation have some sort of needs-based component (Arkansas, California, Indiana, Maryland, Mississippi, New Mexico, North Carolina, Oklahoma, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and Wyoming).

· Of these 12, all but Wyoming have demonstrable financial need as an eligibility requirement. Wyoming’s need component kicks in when remaining unmet need exists.
· Rhode Island’s program is actually a private non-profit. The non-profit’s focus is on low-income families

· Information on Alabama is incomplete, and of the State scholarship programs listed, only 2 are general scholarships (one of which is needs-based, the other has no clear merit requirements).
To demonstrate financial need many programs have family income ceilings or require the FAFSA. Those with notable income ceilings are: Indiana, Maryland, Mississippi, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Tennessee. 
For more information contact Ryan Buchholdt

rbuchholdt@gmail.com
(907) 317-2980
This document was created by Ryan Buchholdt as part of his Civic Engagement capstone at the University of Alaska Anchorage. Ryan is a member of UAA’s Student Government and has been working on financial aid legislation for the past 2 years (SB33/HB94 – the Alaska Achieves Incentive Program). 

Alabama: The Taylor Foundation lists: “Passed by the Legislature, not yet funded – 2003” 
Unclear what program is being referenced. Most State financial aid programs in Alabama are specific, aside from 2 financial assistance grants: Alabama Student Assistance Program (needs-based, $300-$2,500 / year) and the Alabama Student Grant Program (up to $1,200 / year). 
There are 2 programs under construction, but both are college savings plans. 

http://www.ache.state.al.us/StudentAsst/Programs.htm
Arkansas: Academic Challenge Scholarship
Key requirements: 

· demonstrate financial need

· ACT of at least 15

· 4 units of English (emphasis on writing), 3 units of Natural Sciences (1 of Biology, 1 of Chemistry or Physics, 1 of any natural science), 4 units of Math (Algebra I and II, Geometry, and 1 advanced math course), 3 units of Social Studies (1 of American History, 1 of World History, ½ of Civics or Government), 2 units of a Foreign Language. 
Award of up to $3,500 annually.
http://acs.adhe.edu/aidprograms.html
http://acs.adhe.edu/pdfs/fa/acs_core_aug_2006.pdf
California: The Cal Grant Program

Key eligibility requirements: have demonstrated financial need, have family income and assets below ceilings, minimum GPA. 
· GED applicable

· Includes a level for vocational education

· Grants are primarily entitlements based on FAFSA
· If denied the entitlement, competitiveness grants can be given based on GPA and financial need

http://www.calgrants.org/index.cfm?navId=10
Florida: Bright Futures Scholarship Program
3 levels:
1) Academic Scholars Award

· 3.5 GPA

· 4 units of English (3 with substantial writing), 3 units of Math (Algebra I and above), 3 units of Natural Sciences (2 with substantial lab), 3 units of Social Sciences, 2 units of a Foreign Language.

· 75 hours of approved community service

· Scored 1270 on SAT or 28 on ACT (both excluding the writing sections)

2) Medallion Scholars Award

· 3.0 GPA

· 4 units of English (3 with substantial writing), 3 units of Math (Algebra I and above), 3 units of Natural Sciences (2 with substantial lab), 3 units of Social Sciences, 2 units of a Foreign Language.

· No community service requirement

· Scored 970 on SAT or 20 on ACT (both excluding the writing sections)

3) Gold Seal Vocational Scholars Award

· 3.0 weighted GPA w/ a 4-year diploma and a 3.5 unweighted GPA in a minimum of three vocational credits in one vocational program
· 4 units of English, 3 units of Math (including Algebra I), 3 units of Natural Sciences, 3 units of Social Sciences, 1 unit of Practical Arts, ½ in Life Management Skills, ½ in Personal Fitness, ½ in Physical Education, 2 units of a Foreign Language. Plus a minimum of three Vocational Job-Preparatory or Technology Education Program credits in one vocational program.
http://www.floridastudentfinancialaid.org/ssfad/bf/acadrequire.htm
Georgia: Helping Outstanding Pupils Educationally (HOPE)
Eligibility: must meet one:
· 3.0 College Preparatory Diploma or 3.2 other diploma type

· Eligible home school program with 3.0 GPA

· Score in 85th percentile for ACT or SAT

· 3.0 in 30 semester hours or 45 quarterly hours of college degree-level courses. 

The award for public institution covers tuition, HOPE-approved fees, book allowance ($100 / quarter or $150 / semester). 

http://www.gacollege411.org/Financial_Aid_Planning/HOPE_Program/Georgia_s_HOPE_Scholarship_Program_Overview.aspx
Indiana: Twenty-first Century Scholars Program
Stated goal: “The Twenty-first Century Scholars Program began in 1990 as Indiana's way of raising the educational aspirations of low and moderate-income families. The program aims to ensure that all Indiana families can afford a college education for their children.”

Eligibility requirements:

· meet applicable family income ceilings (http://www.in.gov/ssaci/2380.htm)

· Make a commitment to the Scholars Pledge (will graduate high school, will get at least a 2.0 GPA, will not use drugs or commit a crime, will apply to eligible Indiana university, with apply on time for financial aid) (http://www.in.gov/ssaci/2374.htm)

Award: the cost of 4 years of undergraduate tuition at public institutions. 

http://www.in.gov/ssaci/2345.htm
Kentucky: Kentucky Education Excellence Scholarship (KEES)
Eligibility: 

· 2.5 GPA in any year of High School

· 4 units of Language Arts, 3 units of Math, 3 units of Science, 3 units of Social Sciences, ½ unit of Health, ½ unit of Physical Education, 1 unit of Art Appreciation, 7 units of Electives (from the listed subjects, more rigorous than the minimum courses required for graduation)

Additionally there is a bonus award for students who received a score of 15 on ACT or 710 on SAT (critical reading and math).

Award: annual scholarship amount varies by high school GPA and ACT score (for bonus only). A 3.00 GPA gives $250 / year of college. 

http://www.kheaa.org/website/kheaa/kees?main=1
Louisiana: Taylor Opportunity Program for Students (TOPS)
TOPS Core curriculum: (http://www.osfa.state.la.us/MainSitePDFs/Core_Curriculum_1.pdf)

· 4 units of English

· 3 units of Math

· 3 units of Science

· 1 additional unit of Math or Science

· 3 units of Social Studies

· 2 units of a Foreign Language

· 1 unit of Fine Arts

· ½ unit of Computer Science
There are 4 components:
1) TOPS Opportunity Award: 2.5 GPA and ACT of 20

2) TOPS Performance Award: 3.0 GPA and ACT of 23

3) TOPS Honors Award: 3.0 GPA and ACT of 27

4) TOPS Tech Award: 2.5 GPA, ACT of 17, and 17 Tech Core unit for Option 1, 19 for Option 2

Awards: based on TOPS level and University.

http://www.osfa.state.la.us/TOPS.htm
http://www.osfa.state.la.us/
Maryland: Educational Excellence Awards Program
2 components:

1) Guaranteed Access (GA) Grant (http://www.mhec.state.md.us/financialAid/ProgramDescriptions/prog_ga.asp)

· 2.5 GPA in high school

· Must demonstrate financial need and family income must be under certain ceilings

Award: 100% of financial need, capped at $14,300

2) Educational Assistance (EA) Grant (http://www.mhec.state.md.us/financialAid/ProgramDescriptions/prog_ea.asp)

· Must demonstrate financial need

· Applicants ranked by Estimated Family Contribution (EFC) as reported on the FAFSA

Award: 40% of need for 4-year institutions, 60% of need for community colleges, capped at $3,000.

Missouri: Academic Bright Flight Scholarship Program
Eligibility:
· ACT or SAT score in the top 3% of the state. For 2010 it was raised to 5%.

Award: $2,000 / year. 

Starting in 2010-2011 Academic year the award will be divided between two levels determined by ACT or SAT score. ACT of 31 or above will receive $3,000 / year, while ACT of 30 will receive $1,000 / year

http://www.dhe.mo.gov/brightflight.shtml
Mississippi: Higher Education Legislative Plan for Needy Students (HELP)
“Created by the Mississippi Legislature this program is designed to provide tuition assistance to qualified students whose financial need, as demonstrated by federal student aid eligibility, will not be met with gift aid from other sources.”

Eligiblity:

· 2.5 GPA

· Score of 20 on ACT

· 4 units of English, 3 units of Math (Algebra I and II, 1 unit of advanced math), 3 units of Science (1 of Biology, 1 of Chemistry, 1 other), 3 units of Social Studies (1 of American History, 1 of World History, 1 of Civics or Economics), 1 unit of Fine Arts, 2 units of a Foreign Language, ½ unit of Computer Science, 1 elective from above subjects.
· Family income must be under certain ceilings (http://www.mississippi.edu/pg2c/glomer/upload_repo/files/HELP_adj_gross_income.pdf)

· Demonstrate financial need via the FAFSA

Award: Tuition and required fees at a public institution, or if attending a private institution an award equal to the nearest comparable public institution. 

http://www.mississippi.edu/riseupms/financialaid-step3-grants-loans.php?article_id=225
http://www.mississippi.edu/pg2c/glomer/upload_repo/files/HELP_core_reqs.pdf
Nevada: Millennium Scholarships
Eligibility:

· 3.25 GPA

· Must pass all areas of the Nevada High School Proficiency Exam

· 4 units of English, 4 units of Math (including Algebra II), 3 units of Natural Sciences, 3 units of Social Science and History

Award: based on per-credit basis. Within the Nevada System of Higher Education (NSHE) Scholars will receive $40 / lower division credit and $60 / upper division credit, capped at 12 credits / semester. Scholars attending eligible institutions outside of NSHE will receive $80 / credit. 

https://nevadatreasurer.gov/documents/millennium/Doc-FactSheet.pdf
New Mexico: New Mexico Scholars Program
Eligiblity:

· 3.0 GPA in high school

· ACT score of 25 OR SAT of 1140 OR top 5% of graduating class

· Total combined family income cannot exceed $30,000 with one family member in college, $40,000 with two in college
Award: covers tuition, fees, and books
http://www.unm.edu/~schol/freshmen/nmscholars.html
North Carolina: Legislative College Opportunity Program
“The College Opportunity Program will recruit future students who might not otherwise finish high school or continue on to college. The program will provide financial and academic incentives that will encourage socially and economically disadvantaged students to do well in middle grades and high school and enroll in college following graduation. Improvement in academic performance, high school graduation rates, college going rates, and college graduation rates of under-performing students will be principal goals of the program.”

Eligibility:

· “Be a first-generation college student and/or come from a family with an annual income that qualifies the family as disadvantaged based on federal guidelines”

· Maintain a B or better average throughout high school

· Maintain public school attendance of 95%

· Complete the PSAT and SAT or ACT

· Complete at least 15 hours of community service per year

· Remain drug free

Award: First year assistance that will cover tuition, fees, and books.

http://www.northcarolina.edu/policy/index.php?pg=vs&id=467
Oklahoma: Oklahoma Higher Learning Access Program or Oklahoma’s Promise
Eligibility:
· 2.5 GPA

· Family income must be $50,000 or less

· 4 units of English, 3 units of Math, 3 units of Lab Sciences, 3 units of History and Citizenship, 2 units of a Foreign Language, 1 additional unit from listed subjects, and 1 unit of Fine Arts

Award: pays tuition at public institutions, and partial tuition at eligible private institutions. 

http://www.okhighered.org/okpromise/student-requirements.shtml
http://www.okhighered.org/okpromise/required-courses.shtml
Rhode Island: Children's Crusade for Higher Education
Private, non-profit focused on “reducing school dropout rates and to increasing educational and career success for youth from low-income urban communities.”

Eligibility:

· “Earn admission to an accredited college, university, junior college or trade school within one year of graduation or participate in a RI union apprenticeship or industry training program within one year of graduation”
· Full-time student

· Are low-income

Award: Varies by the kind of school and demonstrated need. Maximum scholarship is equal to the Federal Pell Grant ($4,310) or the school’s tuition, whichever is lower. 

www.childrenscrusade.org
South Carolina: Legislative Incentives for Future Excellence (LIFE) Scholarships
Eligibility: 2 of the 3 following:
· 3.0 High School GPA

· SAT score of 1100 OR ACT score of 24

· In top 30% of graduating class 

Award: $5,000/year, with $4,700 for tuition and $300 for books. 

http://www.clemson.edu/finaid/LIFEnew.htm
Tennessee: Education Lottery Scholarship Program (TELS)
There are a few components under this program:
Tennessee HOPE Scholarship: $4,000 for 4-year institutions or $2,000 for 2-year institutions
Eligibility: 

· ACT of 21 OR SAT of 980

· High school GPA of 3.0

Tennessee HOPE Access Grant: $2,750 for 4-year institutions or $1,750 for 2-year institutions
Eligibility:

· ACT of 18-20 OR SAT of 860-970
· Family adjusted gross income $36,000 or less

General Assembly Merit Scholarship (GAMS) : $1,000 supplemental to HOPE Scholarship

Eligibility:

· ACT of 29 OR SAT of 1280

· High school GPA of 3.75

Aspire Award: $1,500 supplemental to HOPE Scholarship

Eligibility:

· Meeting HOPE Scholarship requirements
· Family adjusted gross income of $36,000 or less

Wilder-Naifeh Technical Skills Grant: $2,000
Eligibility:

· Available to all students enrolled at Tennessee Technology Center who are Tennessee residents 1 year prior to entrollment.

http://www.tn.gov/collegepays/mon_college/lottery_scholars.htm
http://www.tn.gov/collegepays/mon_college/sch_app_pdfs/ScholarshipData102009.pdf#DFE9.pdf
Texas: Toward Excellence Access & Success
“The Texas Legislature established the TEXAS (Towards EXcellence, Access and Success) Grant to make sure that well-prepared high school graduates with financial need could go to college.”
Eligibility:

· Show financial need and have an Estimated Family Contribution of $4,000 or less

· Completed Recommended High School Program (4 units of English, 4 units of Math, 4 units of Science, 4 units of Social Studies, 2 units of a Foreign Language, 1 unit of fine Arts, 1 unit of Technology Applications, 1 ½ units of Physical Education, ½ units of Health Education, 1/5 units of Speech, 3 ½ units of electives) OR Distinguished Achievement Program (score 3 or above on AP exam, or 4 on International Baccalaureate exam; Complete an original project; PSAT score qualifying you as a "Commended Scholar"; earn 3.0 on classes that count as college credit).
Award: $6,080 / year at public universities and state colleges, $1,780 at community colleges, $2,680 at public technical colleges, and $3,808 at private institutions.

http://www.collegefortexans.com/index.cfm?ObjectID=E81912E0-DF96-53C5-8EE1C469C7298F15
Recommended High School Program: http://www.collegefortexans.com/index.cfm?ObjectID=B5696E87-D0EE-F501-7D8D3898E6B018D6
Distinguished Achievement Program
http://www.collegefortexans.com/index.cfm?ObjectID=D4D077EF-E089-7788-D2CC15BB69A2494B
Virginia: Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program
“The purpose of the Virginia Guaranteed Assistance Program (VGAP) is to provide an incentive to financially needy students now attending elementary and secondary school in Virginia to raise their expectations and their academic performance and to consider higher education an achievable objective in their future. The law requires that the awards to undergraduates be proportional to need so that the students with the greatest need receive the largest awards.”

Eligibility:

· Demonstrate financial need
· High school GPA of 2.5

· Be classified as a dependent for federal aid purposes
Awards: varies by institution, but neediest students will receive at least the cost of tuition. 

http://www.schev.edu/students/factsheetVGAP.asp?from=
West Virginia: Providing Real Opportunities for Maximizing In-State Student Excellence (PROMISE) Scholarship
Eligibility: 
· 3.0 High School GPA (or whatever is considered a “B” average)

· 4 units of English, 3 units of Math, 4 units of Social Sciences, 3 units of Natural Sciences

· ACT composite of 22 (w/ 20 in all 4 subsections) OR an SAT composite of 1020

Award: $4,750 / year or the cost of tuition and mandatory fees, whichever is less.

http://wvhepcnew.wvnet.edu/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=65&Itemid=0/home.aspx
Wyoming: Hathaway Scholarship Program

The Hathaway Scholarship Program has three levels, each of which has a secondary needs-based component. 
Opportunity: $800 / semester; 25% of unmet need: $100-$750 / semester
· High school GPA of 2.5

· ACT of 19

· Completion of Curriculum requirements*, except the Foreign Language requirement
Performance: $1,200 / semester; 25% of unmet need: $100-$750 / semester
· High school GPA of 3.0

· ACT of 21

· Completion of Curriculum requirements*
Honors: $1,600 / semester; 100% of unmet need: $100-total unmet need.
· High school GPA of 3.5

· ACT of 25

· Completion of Curriculum requirements*
*Curriculum requirements: 
· 4 years of Math

· 4 years of Science

· 3 years of Social Studies
· 4 years Language Arts

· 2 years of a Foreign Language
http://www.k12.wy.us/Hathaway.asp
http://www.uwyo.edu/hathaway/eligibility.asp
