Alaska Coastal Management Program

AS |
Program Goals and Objectives e

The Alaska Coastal Management Program (ACMP) oversees the responsible development of
coastal uses and resources, federal activities within the coastal zone, and activities on the Outer
Continental Shelf.

ACMP Structure and Organization

The ACMP is a voluntary State program, authorized by the Coastal Zone Management Act of
1972, as amended. The Division of Coastal and Ocean Management (DCOM), within the
Department of Natural Resources, is the lead agency for the ACMP. Several State departments
and agencies participate in the implementation of the ACMP. In addition, several coastal
municipalities and service areas (collectively known as coastal districts) voluntarily participate
in the implementation of the ACMP. This structure and organization of State agencies and
coastal districts provides for a networked implementation scheme designed to comprehensively
manage coastal uses and resources.

The primary tool used to implement the ACMP is the consistency review process at

11 AAC 110. Through this process, proposed resource development activities are reviewed for
consistency and compliance with the State’s coastal management program which includes
State laws, State standards, and district enforceable policies.

Value of ACMP

Having a federally-approved coastal management program allows the State the opportunity to:

e Balance the need for economic investment and development in coastal areas with
the need to protect and manage the uses and resources of coastal areas

o Act as the State’s liaison to federal agencies (1) conducting/permitting activities
within the State’s coastal area and the Outer Continental Shelf; (2) involving
federal laws/initiatives that effect development of the coastal zone, waters, uses or
resources of the State

e Actasthe de%artment’s lead on issues affecting or addressing the coastal waters
affecting the State

e Apply State ACMP enforceable policies to federal agency activities

e Provide project applicants with a single point of contact for the State’s review of
resource development permit applications

e Incorporate coastal district input and knowledge for reasoned decisions

Key FY 2008 and FY 2009 Priorities and Needs

e Educate and train participants on implementation of ACMP

e Re-evaluate the ACMP Statutes (AS 46.39 and 40) and Regulations (11 AAC 110,
112, 114), so to strengthen the ACMP as a State program

e Implement the approved Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) and act as the
liaison between the federal government and the State of Alaska
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A Program of the
Division of Coastal and
Ocean Management

“The Alaska Coastal
Management Program
provides stewardship
for Alaska’s rich and
diverse coastal
resources to ensure a
healthy and vibrant
Alaskan coast that
efficiently sustains long-
term economic and
environmental
productivity.”
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Key 2008 Calendar Year Accomplishments

e In June 2008, DNR/DCOM initiated a series of workshops to review the current
ACMP statutes (AS 46.39 and 46.40) and regulations (11 AAC 110, 112, and
114). The purpose of the re-evaluation is to strengthen the ACMP as a State
program, that will benefit applicants and the public in the coordinating project
reviews and that will enhance coastal district participation regarding activities
occurring in the coastal area and on the outer continental shelf.

e DNR is currently revising the list of expedited consistency reviews using the
ABC List. This revision was initiated to meet the legislative intent of identify-
ing and broadening categories of activities subject to the expedited consistency
review process. AS 46.40.096(m) SB 102 (2005) requires that DNR establish in
regulation the state resource agency permits and federal permits that would
trigger a consistency review. The ABC List categorizes development activities
in the Coastal Zone according to expected levels of impact on uses and
resources in the Zone. The last time the ABC List was substantively amended
was in 1995. The current revision initiative will clarify the review process for
certain resource development projects that are “de minimis” in nature or that
are routine and can be made consistent with standard alternative measures. By
updating the ABC List and developing new expedited consistency reviews for
routine activities, DNR expects to reduce the workload for State agencies and
coastal districts.

e In September 2008, the federal Minerals Management Service approved the
State of Alaska Coastal Impact Assistance Program (CIAP) plan, making
Alaska eligible to receive approximately $9.7 million in federal funds under the
CIAP initiative. Due to an increase in OCS revenue off the coast of Alaska, the
state’s portion of CIAP funds will increase by more than $53 million in the next
two fiscal years. DCOM is currently working on amending the CIAP plan to
reflect Alaska’s new allocation. A portion of the funds will go to 8 municipali-
ties that are within 200 nautical miles of OCS development, and a portion will
be offered to State agencies and the public through a competitive grant process.

e During the 2008 calendar year, nine more coastal district plans went into effect,
bring the total of approved coastal district management plans to 25.

o  During the 2008 calendar year, DCOM performed 262 coordinated or expedited
consistency reviews, issued 415 No Additional Reviews and 29 Single Agency
Reviews for resource development projects within the coastal zone.

ACMP State Contact
Randy Bates, Director - DCOM, T: 907.465.8797, F: 907.465.3075
E-mail: randy.bates@alaska.gov

ACMP Originally Approved:

1979

Coastal Population in 1979:
330,960

Coastal Population in 2004:
538,332

Miles of Coastline:
44,500

CZMA Funds:
$2,503,000

State and Other
Matching Funds:
$1,967,000

Total:
$4.470,000
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