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Senate Bill 4 – Coastal Management Programs
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STAFF:  Tim Benintendi, 465-4989
SPONSOR STATEMENT

In 2003, HB 191 by Governor Murkowski instituted significant changes to Alaska’s coastal management program.  Within an initiative to enhance resource development in the state, the governor unduly impacted local participation in development activity reviews and approvals affecting both state and federal actions.   Prior to 2003, no consensus existed that the program was problematic. 

Regulations adopted by the Department of Natural Resources severely limited the ability of coastal districts to establish enforceable policies regarding the eventual effects of development on coastal resources and uses.  So dramatic were the changes that the federal Office of Oceans and Coastal Resource Management formally reviewed state actions for compliance, and took two years to determine acceptance.


With these changes, Alaska’s coastal districts have dealt with controversy, confrontation, and delay by DNR’s Office of Program Management and Permitting (OPMP) where achieving suitable district management plans are concerned.  Formerly, disputes over approval of district plans were resolved by the Coastal Policy Council, a body made up of state and coastal district representatives.   Disbanding the Council under HB 191 concentrated all decision-making power within a single agency, DNR.        
Senate Bill 4 would re-establish the Alaska Coastal Policy Board within the Department of Natural Resources, and restore a traditional role for local residents, one that was working acceptably prior to 2003.  The bill would also reinstate locally-generated enforceable policies, streamline project reviews, and provide for district management plan approvals.       
