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Senate Bill 3 – C.F.E.C. As An Information Source

Version 26-LS0018/A, January, 2009

STAFF:  Tim Benintendi, 465-4989
SPONSOR STATEMENT and SECTIONAL ANALYSIS

SPONSOR STATEMENT:


SB 3 would allow ARDORs to benefit from commercial fishery and related information generated by the Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission (CFEC), at no cost.  No confidential information may be disclosed, per AS 16.05.815.    


There are eleven ARDORs (Alaska Regional Development Organizations) established under AS 44.33.895.  These are non-profit organizations comprised of representatives of the economic, political, and social interests in each region.  Their purpose is to encourage and assist economic development in their specific areas.  


Eight ARDORs would especially benefit from this legislation:  Southwest Alaska Municipal Conference, Bering Strait Development Council, Lower Kuskokwim Economic Development Council, Northwest Arctic Borough Economic Development Commission, Kenai Peninsula Borough Economic Development District, Mat-Su Resource Conservation & Development, Inc., Prince William Sound Economic Development District, and the Southeast Conference.   

For these organizations, commercial fishing activities provide a substantial portion of their regions’ economic base.  To illustrate, the wholesale value of the 2005 commercial fishery exceeded $3 billion.  Earnings of the 27,700 participating fishermen accounted for $1.2 billion.  Another 22,500 persons participated in the seafood processing workforce, earning $277 million in wages.  For coastal communities, approximately 37% of private-sector workers were employed in fish harvesting and seafood processing activities.  CFEC information 
can be critical for ARDOR understanding of economic trends in their regions, and development opportunities which may emerge.

The CFEC supports Senate Bill 3, and regards the loss of fees under this bill as negligible.  

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS:  

SECTION 1:  Would amend AS 16.43.100(a) by adding to CFEC responsibilities, providing without charge to regional development organizations formed under AS 44.33.895, public information relevant to fisheries, participants in fisheries, permit holders’ harvests, and earnings data.  No confidential information would be released under Senate Bill 3.

FISCAL NOTE:  Zero note from CFEC. 

