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MEMORANDUM 

DATE: October 29, 2009 
 
TO: Legislative Budget and Audit Committee 
 
FROM: David Teal 
 Director 
 
SUBJECT: Preparation for the November 6, 2009 LB&A Meeting 
 
OMB submitted the following 11 RPLs for consideration at the November 6, 2009, Legislative Budget and Audit 
Committee meeting.  10 RPLs are for American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) funding.  The 
RPLs, along with Legislative Finance comments, are posted on our web site at http://www.legfin.state.ak.us/ so that 
committee members can print and review them. 
 
RPL# Agency Appropriation/Allocation/Program Amount Fund Source 
06-0-0146 
  

Health and Social 
Services  

Woman Infant and Children (WIC) 
State Agency Model (SAM) 
Management Information System  

$1,709,500  
 

ARRA funds – 
Operating 

06-0-0204 Health and Social 
Services 

State Primary Care Offices 
 

$36,135 ARRA funds – 
Operating 

06-0-0218 Health and Social 
Services 

Healthcare-Associated Infections 
(HAI) Prevention Program 

$57,800 ARRA funds – 
Operating 

06-0-0220 Health & Social Services Immunization and Vaccines for 
Children Grants 

$111,581 ARRA funds – 
Operating 

10-0-5054 
Capital 

Natural Resources Developing a Rural Village Seed 
Production Program 

$2,243,000 ARRA Funds - CIP 

10-0-5059 
Capital 

Natural Resources Forestry and Fire Economic Stimulus 
– Forest Health 

$1,468,000 ARRA Funds - CIP 

25-0-1050 
Capital 

Transportation and Public 
Facilities 

Akutan Airport Construction 
 

$23,738,126 Federal Receipts – 
CIP 

25-0-7536 
Capital 

Transportation and Public 
Facilities 

Huslia: Landfill Road 
 

$2,414,453 ARRA Funds - CIP 

25-0-7537 
Capital 

Transportation and Public 
Facilities 

King Cove Local Roads 
 

$1,500,000 ARRA Funds - CIP 

45-0-1135 
Capital 

University of Alaska Combined request for ARRA funding $4,167,614 ARRA Funds - CIP 
(net of adjustments) 

45-0-1136 University of Alaska Authority Needed for ARRA Grants 
Funding – six grants 

$1,385,524  ARRA funds – 
Operating 

 
cc: Senator Meyer Senator Hoffman Linda Hay  
             Representative Dahlstrom Senator Huggins Paulyn Swanson 
             Representative Hawker Senator Menard              James Armstrong 
             Representative Neuman Senator Stedman Pat Davidson 

 



 
             Representative Thomas Senator Olson John Bitney 
             Representative Doogan               Josh Applebee  
             Representative Stoltze               Tim Grussendorf  
             Representative Tuck               Miles Baker  
 



Agency Contact:  Alison Elgee, (907) 465-1630 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Kelly Cunningham, (907) 465-3821 

Department of Health and Social Services  
Division of Public Assistance, Women, Infants & Children  

 
 
Subject of RPL:  Women Infant and Children State 
Agency Model Transfer Project  

ADN/RPL #:  06-0-0146 

Amount requested:  $ 1,709,500 Appropriation Authority:  Ch 17 SLA 09 Sec 1   PG 
3 LN 16 

Funding source:  Federal ARRA funds – 100%  
Operating 

Statutory Authority:  AS 44.29.010-44.29.027 

 
PURPOSE  
The Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Public Assistance, Woman Infant and Children 
(WIC) Component requests an additional $1,709.5 Federal American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 (ARRA) authorization to align with the actual amount of the grant award. The funds will be used to 
support the transfer and implementation of a State Agency Model (SAM) management information system, 
which replaces the agency’s legacy WIC system. The goal of this project is to improve the efficiency, 
capability, and consistency for tracking program expenditures, infant formula rebates, and other financial 
aspects of the program. The modernization of the WIC system will also improve the efficiency of program 
administration by streamlining clinic operations and reducing the incidence of WIC Program fraud through 
development and enhancement of fraud detection systems.   
 
The division received notification of the actual amount of ARRA funds awarded for this project on 
September 11, 2009. Existing federal authorization in the adopted FY10 budget was based on a preliminary 
estimate of the amount of funds that would be made available to Alaska for this purpose. 
  
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
During the 2009 legislative session $777.7 in ARRA funds were appropriated for this purpose, based on the 
estimated amount Alaska expected to receive. Complete and final information on the funding amount was 
not available from the U.S. Department of Agriculture until September 2009. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  Although this project appears to be capital in nature, the FY2010 
appropriation of $777.7 was for operating funds.  The situation leaves the agency with no capital 
project to which the requested funding can be attached. Categorizing the RPL as operating enables 
the department to receive the additional funds requested for FY2010.  The project total is expected to 
be approximately $3.3 million–including the original $777.7 FY2010 operating budget appropriation 
(cited above), this RPL request of $1.7 million, plus another $800.0 (which has not yet been 
requested).   
 
While Legislative Finance is attempting to improve the differentiation between capital and operating 
funding, that option is not available at this point. Although not the preferred approach, an operating 
RPL is acceptable in this case.   

 
TIMING ISSUES 
The total grant award of $2,487.2 is currently available. The additional authorization is needed now. A 
project manager has been hired and is working on the procurement of a software transfer and 
implementation contractor as well as telecommunication services.  
 
Delay or disapproval of this request would result in the delay for procuring a contractor and possible lapse 
of the ARRA grant award. The grant award ends on September 30, 2011. The experiences of other states’ 



  

Agency Contact:  Alison Elgee, (907) 465-1630 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Kelly Cunningham, (907) 465-3821 

WIC agencies that have carried out a WIC SAM Transfer project were that full implementation of the new 
system was more than two years.  
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  Since this RPL and the existing operating appropriation lapse 
June 30, 2010 and the project is expected to take more than two years, the Department may wish to 
submit future requests for funding this project in the capital budget. 
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
These funds will be used to support the Alaska WIC SAM Transfer Project as stated above.  Specifically, 
the grant funds are budgeted for personal services costs for a non-permanent exempt project manager who 
will oversee and coordinate activities of contractors and state IT staff, travel for the state agency and IT 
staff, contractual costs for software implementation and telecommunication services, infrastructure costs 
(computer hardware and licenses, etc.).  
 
The anticipated line item breakdown of the existing $777.7 and the additional $1,709.5 is as follows: 
 
Line Item Existing 

ARRA 
appropriation 

Requested 
ARRA 
appropriation 

Total 
ARRA 
funds 

What is being purchased 

Personal 
Services 

19.5 115.5 135.0 One non-perm position to coordinate activities 
at the State level involving the State WIC 
office, DHSS Procurement and IT staff, Local 
Agency WIC clinics and contractors. 

Travel 21.0 36.0 57.0 Travel for state IT and WIC agency staff for 
design and planning meetings, pilot testing at 
local WIC agencies, and training. 

Contractual 570.2 1,386.6 1,956.8 Software transfer and implementation contract 
and telecommunications services 

Supplies 167.0 13.4 180.4 Update computer hardware in local clinics to 
ensure compatibility with new system 

Equipment  158.0 158.0 Network hardware (processors, storage) 
TOTAL 777.7 1,709.5 2,487.2  
 
The Division of Public Assistance has spent a small amount of its existing authorization on personal 
services costs for the Project Manager (hired Oct. 1, 2009).   
 
ARRA funds are a time-limited, one-time funding opportunity. Implementing a new information system is a 
one-time project expected to serve the program’s needs for at least a decade. Operating costs for the system 
are expected to be covered by regular federal funds.  
 
ARRA funds will not cover the full cost of the WIC SAM Transfer project, which is estimated at $3.3 
million. The U. S. Department of Agriculture has approved an additional $465,407 in regular federal funds 
for this project and additional regular federal funds will also be requested for fiscal year 2011.  
 
The division will request additional ARRA federal authority during the FY2011 budget process if it is 
anticipated that the project will not be completed by June 30, 2010. 
 
These federal funds do not replace general funds.    









Agency Contact:  Alison Elgee, (907) 465-1630 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Kelly Cunningham, (907) 465-3821 

Department of Health and Social Services  
Division of Health Care Services, Health Planning and Infrastructure 

 
 
Subject of RPL:  State Primary Care Offices ADN/RPL #:  06-0-0204 
Amount requested:  $ 36,135 Appropriation Authority:  Ch12, SLA 09, Sec 1, 

pg 22, ln 6 
Funding source:  Federal ARRA funds 

Operating 
Statutory Authority:  AS 18.07, AS 18.20 

 
PURPOSE  
The Division of Health Care Services has received a federal grant from the Department of Health and 
Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration. The funding will be used to respond to the 
increased need for placement services and activities of the National Health Service Corps through the State 
Primary Care Offices. Direct beneficiaries are students in healthcare-related fields and those repaying 
federal loans by working in underserved health care delivery areas.  
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
The division has not submitted any previous RPLs for this activity. The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA) is the source of funding for this request. Consideration during the legislative 
session was not possible due to Health Care Services (HCS) not learning of the ARRA funding opportunity 
for the Primary Care Offices nationwide until after the session had ended. There are no funds appropriated 
for the purpose of supporting increased placement services of the National Health Service Corps.  
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  Regular federal authority to fund these activities was granted 
during the 2009 session, however, the recent designation of this particular federal money as “ARRA” 
has prompted the need for an RPL submission.  This grant is 100% federally funded with no future 
GF requests expected.   
 
TIMING ISSUES 
The Alaska Department of Health and Social Services received a notice of grant award from the Department 
of Health and Human Services, Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA), on September 14, 
2009. The grant award was issued on September 10, 2009. Funding is available at this time and the division 
has signed documentation to support the availability of funding. Funding from HRSA is for $36,135 each 
year for a total of 3 years (CFDA 93.414). The budget period for these funds is from September 30, 2009 
through September 29, 2010. The project period of these funds is from September 30, 2009 through 
September 29, 2012.  
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: Funding requests for FY2011 and FY2012 are anticipated for this 
multi-year federal grant.  In the interest of accurate tracking of ARRA receipts, future 
appropriations for this purpose should include language that carries forward the unexpended and 
unobligated balance of the amount attached to this RPL.   
  
Approval to spend these funds is needed now because program staff would like to conduct evaluations of 
additional potentially eligible placement sites as soon as possible. Increased staff placements could have a 
positive effect on increased health care delivery in many underserved areas of the state. 
 
The consequences of delay of the grant funds would mean that program staff would not have the resources 
to evaluate additional placement sites that could take advantage of the National Health Service Corps 
program. If this request is not approved, there will not be an increase of the number of placement sites 
within the state for the National Health Service Corps program.   
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Legislative Finance Contact:  Kelly Cunningham, (907) 465-3821 

 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
The activities of this grant will fit into the long-term plans, missions and measures of the Alaska Primary 
Care Office because they support the core requirements of the federal components of the primary care 
agreement. Although there are no efficiency measures available for the additional expenditures, the division 
anticipates that there will be an increase in the number of sites eligible to receive health care providers. 
 
The line item distribution for this grant award is: 
 
 Personal Services   $28,377 
 Contractual Services   $  2,760 
 Supplies    $     175 
 Indirect    $  4,823 
 Total     $36,135 
 
The department has not expended any of the grant funds. The funding from this grant is 100% federal. There 
are no state match requirements. Therefore, there will be no future pressure for general funds.  
 
There is no possibility to replace existing general funds. This grant award was made with the understanding 
that the funds are a supplement to existing funds. No other funding sources are affected by the receipt of this 
grant award.  The additional funds ($28,377) will be used to help support salaries for existing positions in 
the Juneau office of Health Planning Infrastructure. The following positions currently reflect a portion of 
each salary coming from the federal funds. The unit applies for and receives federal funding throughout the 
year. Because this grant fund source is ARRA funding the existing federal authorization cannot be used. 
However, the grant award will serve the same purpose as the budgeted federal funding.  
 
 Health Program Manager III 
 Health & Social Services Planner III 
 Research Analyst III 
 Health Program Manager II 
 Health Program Associate 
 
The division has sufficient federal receipt authority in its appropriated budget, but needs legislative approval 
before spending any ARRA federal funds. The division is requesting additional ARRA federal authority in 
the FY2011 budget process for this project.  
 

















Agency Contact: Alison Elgee, (907) 465-1630  
Legislative Finance Contact: Kelly Cunningham, (907) 465-3821  

Department of Health and Social Services  
Division of Public Health, Epidemiology 

 
 
Subject of RPL:  ARRA funding for Healthcare-

Associated Infections (HAI) Prevention 
ADN/RPL #:  06-0-0218 

Amount requested:  $ 57,800 Appropriation Authority:  Ch12 SLA 2009 Sec 1 
pg 24 ln 5 

Funding source:  Federal ARRA funds  
Operating 

Statutory Authority:  AS 44.29.010 – 44.29.027 

 
PURPOSE  
 
The Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Public Health, Epidemiology component is 
requesting $57,800 federal authorization to receive and spend American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) funds to work toward development of a statewide Heathcare-Associated Infections (HAI) 
prevention program.   
 
The total grant award is $201,800; however, the division expects to expend $57,800 in FY10. This ARRA 
funding was awarded to the State of Alaska on 9/1/09.  Epidemiology has not spent any of these grant funds 
to date.  The main activities supported by these grant funds will be to hire an HAI Prevention Coordinator; 
to write and submit the State HAI Prevention Plan; and to create a multiagency Advisory Group to assist the 
Section of Epidemiology in state HAI prevention planning. This program will be of benefit to all Alaskans 
who interface with the healthcare system. 
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
 
The topic of HAIs have been generally discussed by the Legislature as a proposal to form a task force to 
address HAIs. There have been no previous RPLs for these activities and no funds have been appropriated 
for this purpose.   
 
TIMING ISSUES 
 
The opportunity to receive ARRA funding for HAI prevention was unanticipated earlier in the state budget 
cycle. Through ARRA, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention sought to rapidly channel monies to 
develop programs in states that did not already have funds set aside for HAI prevention activities. An RFP 
was issued in the summer of 2009.  Epidemiology applied and was awarded $201,830 on September 1, 
2009, to be spent by December 31, 2011 (28-month grant period).  
 
The funds awarded to Alaska are for minimal activities, but will allow for Epidemiology to hire staff to 
create an Alaska HAI Prevention Plan by January 2010.  The consequences of not submitting that plan are a 
25% cut to the Preventative Health and Human Services (PHHS) Block grant that funds activities in the 
Section of Chronic Disease Prevention and Health Promotion (CDPHP). Although the PHHS grant does not 
fund activities related to HAI nor does CDPHP otherwise engage in such activities, the stipulation was part 
of the 2009 Omnibus spending bill.  
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: As stipulated in the 2009 Ommibus spending bill, the 
Preventative Health and Human Services Block grant will be cut 25% ($84.8) in the absence of an 
HAI Prevention Plan. 
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BUDGETARY ISSUES 
 
Epidemiology has fielded several requests over the years to report on HAIs and progress toward their 
reduction in Alaska. Given the interest in the Legislature, the nation, and among Alaskans, issues related to 
Health Department involvement in HAI surveillance and prevention are anticipated in the future. Therefore, 
having some funds to dedicate personnel time to these issues will allow for the creation of an expert 
knowledge base within Epidemiology. Funds were awarded for 0.5 FTE of a Nurse Consultant (NC) II; 
travel for a training trip in Atlanta, GA sponsored by the Centers for Disease Control (CDC); and some 
supplies. The funding will be used to fill an Anchorage-based NC II position that has been vacant for 
several years. The remaining 0.5 FTE will be made-up of federal preparedness funds with the expectation 
that the NC II would also assist with pandemic influenza issues related to hospitals. This position has not yet 
been filled; no funds have yet been expended. The project period is 28-months to finish December 31, 2011.  
 
The two primary deliverables of the grant will have lasting impact to the State. These are the creation of a 
State HAI Prevention Plan that develops a roadmap for future activities, and the creation of a multiagency 
Advisory Group to provide ongoing input for those activities.  At that point, if additional federal funds are 
not available and HAI prevention is not a priority area for the Department or the Legislature, the HAI 
Program will be suspended. If funding is approved for this FY10 portion of the grant award, the division 
will request additional ARRA authorization for the balance of the grant award, $144,000 during the FY11 
Budget process. 
 
The anticipated line item breakdown of the funds is as follows: 
 
 

Line Item This Request Total Grant Amount What is being purchased 

Personal Services $45.0 $157.5

.5 FTE Nurse Consultant II (Range 24) 
in Anchorage (Funding will pay for an 
existing position that is currently 
vacant) 
 

Travel  $2.5     $7.5 

Travel for nurse consultant to travel to 
grant-sponsored training event in 
Atlanta, Georgia  
 

Contractual $0.5     $2.0 Associated contractual support costs 

Supplies $1.0 $4.0 Associated supplies to support 
program development 

Federal Indirect Costs $8.8   $30.8 
Approximately 18% federally 
approved indirect rate (18% applied to 
total direct services costs)   

Total  $57.8 $201.8  
 





























Agency Contact:  Alison Elgee, (907) 465-1630 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Kelly Cunningham, (907) 465-3821 

Department of Health and Social Services  
Division of Public Health, Epidemiology 

 
 
Subject of RPL:  Immunization and Vaccines for 

Children Grants 
ADN/RPL #:  06-0-0220 

Amount requested:  $ 111,581 Appropriation Authority:  Ch12 SLA 2009  Sec 1 
pg 24 ln 5 

Funding source:  Federal ARRA funds 
Operating 

Statutory Authority: AS 44.29.010 – 44.29.027 

 
PURPOSE  
 
The Division of Public Health, Epidemiology component requests American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act (ARRA) federal authorization for the “ARRA -317 Immunization and Vaccines for Children Grants” 
project.  This grant has already been awarded to the State of Alaska in the amount of $111,581 with a 
project/budget period of 9/1/09 – 12/31/2011.  These ARRA funds will be used to assist in provider 
enrollment and implement uploading of data into VacTrAK, Alaska’s immunization information system.  
Funding will support contract personnel to work with providers who currently maintain immunization 
information in electronic medical records.  Appropriate use of the VacTrAK immunization information and 
forecasting system will increase the number of children and adults in Alaska receiving immunizations 
according to recommended vaccination schedules. 
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
 
In FY2007, the Alaska Legislature appropriated capital budget funding to establish Alaska’s immunization 
information system.  However, no funds were appropriated for on-going operations.  Enclosed is a copy of 
the FY2007 capital appropriation. 
  
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  Given that an operating RPL lapses June 30, 2010 and the 
federal lapse date for this project extends into FY2012, linking this RPL to the original capital project 
appears to make sense. In addition, the intended used of the money is to modify the immunization 
tracking software due to unforeseen dual data-entry issues. That said, an operating RPL is also 
acceptable on technical grounds, and the Department anticipates that the project will be completed by 
June 30, 2010 so that lapsing funds should not be an issue. The Department prefers an operating 
RPL. 
 
TIMING ISSUES 
 
The opportunity to receive one-time ARRA funding to support provider training and assistance was 
unanticipated earlier in the state budget cycle.  A Notice of Grant Award dated September 15, 2009 has been 
received from the federal Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  These funds must be 
expended by December 31, 2011 and have been awarded as an amendment to Alaska’s existing federal 
immunization grant.  
 
VacTrAK is the database currently being used to track vaccinations in Alaska. Many health care providers 
are entering information directly into the system.  However, providers that already maintain immunization 
information within an electronic medical record are reluctant to dual-enter this data into VacTrAK. They 
prefer to develop a system to export data information from their existing records into VacTrAK.  Although 
the State is highly supportive of this electronic information sharing, this method requires additional training 
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and coordination. Existing staff have not been able to provide this support in a timely manner.  These 
ARRA funds will be used to amend an existing contract with the vendor that developed the VacTrAK 
software.  The vendor has gained considerable experience providing similar training and technical support 
in other states that utilize this software.  This expertise helps fulfill the goal of rapidly populating VacTrAK 
with immunization data.  Delays in implementation of the program will result in decreased availability of 
immunization information for Alaska immunization providers, reducing the effectiveness of this valuable 
tool for appropriate health care delivery.  
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
 
VacTrAK has quickly become an integral and critical component of Alaska’s Immunization Program 
activities, both on a daily basis and as part of emergency response, such as efforts to address the current 
H1N1 flu outbreak.  As an example of VacTrAK’s capabilities, the system is serving as the vaccine 
ordering, inventory, and accountability tool for Alaska’s H1N1 influenza vaccine distribution.  
 
None of these ARRA funds have been expended to date.  As with all ARRA federal funds, this is a one-time 
project.  Similar funding will not be available in future years.  The activities supported by these ARRA 
funds will be halted at the completion of the contract. These funds will not be used to supplant existing GF.  
It is not anticipated that GF will support these activities at the completion of the ARRA award period. 
The contract amendment with the vendor will have no impact on current State of Alaska staffing. 
 
Although the project period is for September 1, 2009 through December 31, 2011, the entire grant is 
anticipated to be spent by June 30, 2010. No additional ARRA authority is expected to be requested in 
future years for this project.   
 
  

Line Item Amount What is being purchased 
Contractual Cost $94.6 Vendor contract that will provide VacTrAK 

software/database  
Indirect costs                       $17.0 Federally approved indirect rate of 

approximately 18% 
Total $111.6  

 
 









































Agency Contact:  Leta Simons, (907) 465-3379 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Amanda Ryder, (907) 465-5411 

Department of Natural Resources 
North Latitude Plant Material Center 

through the Office of the Governor 
 

 
Subject of RPL:  Developing a rural village seed 

production program 
ADN/RPL #:  10-0-5054  

Amount requested:  $2,243,000 Appropriation Authority:  Ch 17 SLA 09  Sec 4 pg 
7  ln 25 

Funding source  Federal Stimulus: ARRA 2009 - 
capital 

Statutory Authority:   
AS 03.05.010, 027, 030, AS 44.37.030 

 
PURPOSE  
Natural resource development, road and airport construction, and rehabilitation of military lands is occurring 
throughout rural Alaska.  Revegetation materials specific to local areas are needed for nearly all of these 
projects.  These ARRA funds will be used to assist rural communities in the development of native seed 
production businesses to serve the restoration needs.  The primary users of seed will be the Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, the U.S. Department of Defense, mining companies and 
the oil industry. 
 
Production of adapted and native seed is an industry suited for rural villages.  There is potential for a 
decrease in cost and more effective revegetation if the materials can be produced locally.  Implementation of 
this project will help communities build an industry that promotes wise resource rehabilitation and 
development, and provide a higher quality product at a lower cost to the end user.  
 
Depending on available land and local interest, potential communities that could benefit from this funding 
are Barrow, Kotzebue, Aniak, Bethel, and Metlakatla, all of which are in close proximity to resource 
development projects. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: Because commercial vendors do not produce seed designed 
specifically for each of the State’s regions, the rural village seed production program will improve 
restorative efforts and have minimal impact on existing Alaskan commercial seed producers.  
 
The Department has not yet set guidelines determining which communities will receive the funding or 
how much of the funding each community will receive.  
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
This funding was not anticipated so there has not been Finance Committee consideration.  There are no 
current appropriations for this project, and no current intent language in the appropriation bill.  No previous 
RPLs for this activity have been considered. The appropriation authority is found in the authorization under 
the Governor’s Office for ARRA grants. 
 
TIMING ISSUES 
This funding is documented in the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act through a Forest Health 
Cooperative Project within the Forest Service, and is available immediately.  Hiring and planning will need 
to take place prior to the 2010 field season in order to utilize and expend the funds prior to the expiration 
date of September, 2012.   
 
 



Agency Contact:  Leta Simons, (907) 465-3379 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Amanda Ryder, (907) 465-5411 

BUDGETARY ISSUES 
This funding fits into long-term plans and mission of the North Latitude Plant Material Center.  The 
following is the line item distribution of the proposed expenditure.  

 
Expense Type Cost Explanation 
Personnel $239,815 Staff to carry out project objectives and provide 

administrative support will include three new long-term non-
perm positions (Agronomist I/II or Natural Resource 
Specialist II/III), and extension of existing seasonal positions 
from five months to six months. 

Travel $132,212 Travel to rural village sites across Alaska. 
Contractual $1,797,328 Relevant on-site contractual agreements with local village 

work force and enterprise development authority for labor 
and equipment. 

Supplies $73,645 Necessary and appropriate farm, harvesting, and seed 
conditioning equipment 

  Total Cost: $2,243,000 
 
This is a new project, fully funded through ARRA.  No additional funding will be needed to complete the 
project, nor will general funding be needed to replace ARRA funding once the project is completed.  Project 
expenditures are expected to begin in November, 2009 and continue through September, 2012. 
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Department of Natural Resources 
Forest Management and Development 

 
 
Subject of RPL:  Forestry and Fire Economic 

Stimulus – Forest Health  
ADN/RPL #: 10-0-5059  

Amount requested:  $1,468,000 Appropriation Authority:  Ch 29 SLA2008  Sec 13 
pg 153 ln 6 

Funding source:  Federal Stimulus: ARRA 2009 -- 
Capital                               

Statutory Authority:  AS 41.17.030-055 
 

 
PURPOSE  
This request amends DNR authority to receive and expend federal American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act (ARRA) funds for Forest Health projects to enhance wildlife habitat and increase timber volume, 
improve forest health and ecosystem functions, promote integrated resource management, repair roads to 
protect salmon habitat, contribute to water quality, reduce the risk of wildland fire, and enhance forest 
growth on State and Alaska Native Corporation lands.  
 
The Division of Forestry is receiving an additional $1,468,000 from the US Forest Service (USFS) to 
implement Forest Health projects and enter into a cooperative agreement with the Sealaska Corporation and 
one or more additional Alaska Native Corporations. 
  
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
Chapter 17, SLA 2009 (HB 199) contains $1,500.0 in ARRA federal funding authority with $1,000.0 in 
SDPR authority to perform fuels mitigation in interior Alaska.  LB&A approved RPL # 10-9-5174 in June 
2009 to authorize ARRA funding ($4,030.0) and SDPR funding ($500.0) in AR 40872 (Ch 29 SLA 2008 
Sect 13 Pg 152 Ln 6) for fuels mitigation in southcentral Alaska.   
 
TIMING ISSUES 
 The USFS solicited nation wide for competitive grant proposals to be funded by Economic Stimulus funds.  
Confirmation from the USFS, with their intent to award grant funds based for the projects listed above, was 
received on September 9, 2009. Based on the USFS notification, the division submitted a grant application 
for the funding. Award of funding is being processed by the Economic Recovery Center in Portland, Oregon 
and is expected to be signed in late October with project implementation to occur mid to late November.  
 
The grant will be effective for up to five years from award date with all funds being obligated by September 
30, 2010. This provides the state and pass through entity less than a year to obligate the funding and begin 
the work.  Delay in authorizing funds limits the ability to have them obligated by September 30, 2010 and 
risks access to and compliance with funding availability and criteria for use.  Sealaska Corporation, one of 
the pass through recipients of funding, has silvicultural crews in the field and has expressed desire to extend 
the 2009 field season if funding can be made available in fall 2009. 
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
Forest Health projects are accomplished largely with funding from US Forest Service State & Private 
Forestry grants.  When funding is available, the USFS, Native entities, local government and the Division of 
Forestry work cooperatively to accomplish the goals of the projects.   Approximately 50% of the funding 
available will pass through to Seaalaska Corporation and other Southeast Alaska Village corporations for 
silviculture and forest road restoration work.  
 



Agency Contact:  Leta Simons, (907) 465-3379 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Amanda Ryder, (907) 465-5411 

If the USFS approves more competitively solicited grant proposals, Forestry may utilize a portion of this 
authorization for additional ARRA Forestry work. Forestry would then seek Legislative Budget and Audit 
(LB&A) approval for additional ARRA authority to receive and expand the increased grant awards.  There is 
no allocation specific to Alaska for USFS stimulus monies; instead, Alaska must compete for grant projects.  
 
Line Item Distribution 
Personnel 141,837 Includes grant administration, layout of thinning units, costs to 

comply with federal reporting requirements 
Travel 29,000 Thinning crews on state land, grant administration other ANCs 
Commodities 1,000 Crew supplies 
Contractual 1,176,163 Forest thinning and thinning layout service contracts, 

cooperative agreement with Sealaska Corp. 
Grants 120,000 Grants with other Alaska Native Corporations 
Total 1,468,000  
 
SUMMARY 
Healthy forests provide increased productivity for the forest products industry in Alaska.   The enhanced 
forest productivity on State and Alaska Native Corporation lands that have been previously harvested will 
help speed the transition of the forest products industry in Southeast Alaska to second growth management 
and utilization.  Other benefits include: enhanced wildlife and fish habitat and associated commercial, sport, 
personal use and subsistence opportunities; improved water quality; and improved integration of resource 
management among private landowners.   
 
This authorization allows the state to continue to improve the health of the forests in Southeast Alaska with 
the added benefit of increasing forest productivity and maintaining access infrastructure and will put 
Alaskans to work.  
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Federal Funds
78%
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Outside 
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Akutan Airport Financial Funding Plan

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
 

 
Subject of RPL: Akutan: Airport Construction ADN/RPL#: 25-0-1050 

Amount Requested: $23,738,126  
($21,009,026 FAA and $2,729,100 FHWA) 

Appropriation Authority: Sec. 13, Ch. 29, 
SLA 08, Page 162, Lines 6 - 7 (FAA Funds) 
and Sec. 1, Ch. 82, SLA 06, Page 102, Line 
19 (FHWA Funds) 

Funding Source: Federal Receipts - Capital 
 

Statutory Authority: AS 19.05.030 and AS 
44.42.020 

  
PURPOSE 
The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) is requesting authority to 
receive and expend $23,738,126 in federal funds from the Federal Aviation Administration 
(FAA) and Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) related to the construction of an airport to 
serve the community of Akutan and as an emergency alternative for the Dutch Harbor and the 
Aleutians in general.    
 
The project consists of a 4,500’ x 75’ runway on Akun Island with an apron, access road, snow 
removal equipment building, sand storage building, and two hovercraft landing pads/facilities.  
This will serve a community which currently has no land-based airport.  The airport will be 
connected to the community by a hovercraft vessel that traverses between Akun Island and 
Akutan.   
 
Air service to Akutan is currently provided with a World War II vintage G-21 Grumman Goose 
for amphibious sea landings as there is no land-based airport.  Additionally smaller float planes 
are not durable enough to land in the sea near Akutan due to strong winds and waves, where 
even the Goose at times is not able to land.  Ongoing maintenance and repair of the Goose is 
costly and will not be a viable option as parts are more difficult to find and just the aging of the 
Goose will become a safety issue. 
 
Although Akutan is a small community, as mentioned above the airport will not only provide 
needed transportation and cargo shipping means, but serves an important economic seafood 
industry in the area.  
 
These additional federal receipts will be 
combined with already secured project 
funding, including  private funding, 
Aleutians East Borough bond funding, 
state general funds, federal highway 
administration funding, Denali 
Commission funding, Trident Seafoods, 
and Economic Development 
Administration (EDA) funding.  The 
additional $23 million will close the gap 
between the already allocated funds of $54 
million bringing the total project cost to 
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$77.4 million.  The additional need was not known until planning and design work was further 
along.   
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: An August 6, 2009 FAA letter to Commissioner von 
Scheben (included in the RPL backup) states that FAA approval of the State of Alaska’s funding 
plan is based upon the following four key provisions (a summary of the department’s response to 
each provision is indented below each number):  
 
1. The State of Alaska needs to provide a written “Co-sponsorship Agreement” outlining the 

roles and responsibilities that each organization has in developing and operating the airport. 
 
According to the Department, the project will not go forward if the agreement is not 
completed. Although the agreement is being worked on DOT&PF does not have a 
specific date for completion.   

 
2. The development of an accurate aviation CIP for the next 5 years. The CIP must clearly plan 

and prioritize future AIP-funded capital development within the State’s system of airports. 
 

Although the plan has not been completed, a draft is expected in the near future. 
With a very high score of 170 by the Aviation Project Evaluation Board, Akutan will 
rank at the top of the plan and the federal funding will be made available for this project.  

 
3. The future commitment of NPE funding for Akutan will not adversely deter from other  

Statewide priority projects, and the proposed NPE funding will only come at the expense of 
other low priority projects 

 
The AIP Spending Plan is developed based on funding the highest scoring priority 
projects first.  Only lower scoring projects will be deferred to fund Akutan.  
 

4. Any cost savings as the result of favorable construction bids would be to the benefit of the 
AIP program. 

 
This means that if project bids are lower than currently expected, the amount of AIP 
funding from FAA allocated to this project will be reduced, rather than reducing funding 
from other sources, such as State general funds, local government bond funding or grants, 
or other funding sources. 
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PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
 

AKUTAN AIRPORT LEGISLATIVE AUTHORIZATION  

Title Legislative Citation 
Authorizatio
n 

Akutan: Airport Development Ch. 1, SSSLA02, Page 49, Line 33 4,000,000

Akutan Ferry Planning and Design Ch. 159, SLA04, Page 88, Line 25 1,000,000

Akutan Road Ch. 03, FSSLA05, Page 85, Line 26 1,500,000

Akutan: Airport Construction Ch. 82, SLA06, Page 88, Line 33 2,000,000

Akutan: Access Road Ch. 82, SLA06, Page 102, Line 19 1,275,000

Akutan: Airport Ch. 82, SLA06, Page 107, Line 13 1,000,000

Akutan Airport Construction Ch. 29, SLA08, Page 158, Line 9 3,000,000

Akutan: Airport Construction Ch. 29, SLA08, Page 162, Line 6 31,000,000
 
TIMING ISSUES  
As more field information became available and the design concepts were refined, the engineer’s 
estimate was updated resulting in this funding gap of $23 million.  FAA approved a plan in 
August to bring additional Airport Improvement Program (AIP) funds to the project under an 
“advanced construct” method that will utilize federal receive and expend authority to construct 
the project in 2010-2012.   

AIP grant reimbursement will be distributed over 6 federal fiscal years beginning with $20.0 
million in 2010, $11.0 million in 2011, and the balance of $21.0 million distributed in $5.25 
million dollar increments through 2015.  In addition, the FHWA Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP), Alaska Highway System (AHS) FFY2010-2013 now includes 
$2.8 million for the Airport Access Road and Hovercraft Facility construction.  (Figures do not 
include state match). 
 
DOT&PF has pre-qualified four design-build firms to begin compiling design/construction 
packages once project funding is approved.  This process takes 4-6 months and if funding 
approval is delayed there is a corresponding risk of rising material and transportation costs 
creating more of a funding shortfall than what is being requested.   
 
Any delay in receiving additional federal funding authorization will result in the loss of a full 
year of activity on this project and the risk of further driving costs up.   
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
The project meets the goal of providing safe air access to communities without other year round 
means of transportation and received a very high score in the DOT&PF Aviation Project 
Evaluation Board forum.  The acceptance of AIP funding commits the department to operate and 
maintain the facility for a minimum of 20 years.  It is estimated the annual maintenance and 
operation costs for contracted personnel, supplies, commodities and fuel will be $500,000. 
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Department of Transportation and Public Facilities   
 
 

Subject of RPL: Huslia: Landfill Road ADN/RPL#: 25-0-7536 

Amount Requested: $2,414,453 Appropriation Authority: Sec. 1, Ch. 82, SLA 
2006, Page 99, Line 9 and Sec. 1, Ch. 15, SLA 
2009, Page 32, Lines 30 - 31 

Funding Source: Federal Stimulus: ARRA 
2009 - Capital 

Statutory Authority: 19.05.030 and 44.42.020 

 
BACKGROUND 
This past legislative session, the Legislature appropriated approximately $248 million in 
American Recover and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) funding authority to the Department 
of Transportation and Public Facilities.  The Department has been very successful in meeting 
federal obligation requirements on the majority of projects to-date; however, in a few instances 
projects have been delayed due to permitting snags.  Additionally, due to a favorable bidding 
climate, some project bids are coming in lower than originally estimated.  As a result, Alaska is 
at risk of losing ARRA dollars to other states if it is unable to meet federal obligation timelines.   
 
The Marshall Airport Access Road, for example, will not meet the FHWA ARRA obligation date 
of February 17, 2010.  Due to additional permitting, a re-evaluation of the environmental 
document, and additional design work this project will be ready for construction advertising in 
October 2010.  To make the ARRA funds available for other eligible projects, the Department 
will be administratively restricting and lapsing ARRA receipt authority in Sec. 7, Ch. 15, 
SLA09, Page 54, Lines 16 - 18 and utilize existing regular federal receipt authority in Sec. 4, Ch. 
30, SLA07, Page 114, Lines 23 – 24 and Sec. 1, FSSLA05, Page 80, Lines 26 – 27.  
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: The appropriation for the Marshall Airport Access 
Road was $2.8 million of ARRA funding.  Additional ARRA funding—made available as 
bids on various projects come in lower than anticipated—is expected to be at least $2 
million (since the last round of DOT&PF RPLs on this topic). The $4.8 million obligated 
for the Marshall Road and “low bid” projects will be removed and must be re-obligated 
within 60 days or it will be reclaimed by the federal government.  
 
The RPLs submitted for review at this meeting total $3.9 million ($2.4 million for the 
Huslia Landfill Road and $1.5 million for King Cove Local Roads). The Committee should 
expect future RPLs reallocating the unobligated $1 million, and may wish to extend the 
RPL process into the legislative session in order to ensure full use of ARRA funding. 
DOT&PF forwarded an October 23 letter from USDOT (included as backup) that warns of 
impending deadlines, consequences of missing deadlines, and the necessity of having 
contingent projects and a means of funding them quickly. 
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As it is in the best interest to the State to look for ways to retain these dollars, the Department is 
proposing to reallocate regular federal capital project funding and available ARRA funds, as well 
as increase ARRA federal project expenditure authority for the Huslia Landfill Road project.   
 
 
PURPOSE 
The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is requesting authority to receive and expend 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) entitlement funds from the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA) for the Huslia Landfill Road.  
 
Huslia is located on the northeast bank of the Koyukuk River, approximately 260 miles northwest 
of Fairbanks and 270 miles northeast of Nome.  The project will improve the 1.2 mile access road 
to the new landfill.  The existing trail to the landfill lies slightly below original ground, therefore, at 
times the trail becomes impassable for standard vehicles due to poor trail conditions during the 
winter and spring break-up.  This project will raise the grade above original ground from 1.0 to 3.0 
feet and will have a 20 foot wide driving surface.  The new landfill road will improve safety with 
the addition of a new road embankment elevating it from potential spring runoff problems and it 
will help to have the roadway clearly defined.  The new road will be maintained by the City of 
Huslia, which will help alleviate the accessibility problems associated with poor winter roadway 
conditions. 
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
Ch. 82, SLA 2006, page 99, line 9 – Huslia: Landfill Road.  Requesting $650,000 in Federal Stimulus 
ARRA 2009 funds.  The Department will administratively restrict and lapse the $650,000 in regular 
federal receipt authority. 
 
Ch. 15, SLA 2009, page 32, lines 30–31 – Huslia: Landfill Road.  Requesting $1,764,453 in Federal 
Stimulus ARRA 2009 funds. The Department will administratively restrict and lapse the $630,000 in 
regular federal receipt authority. 
 
TIMING ISSUES  
The obligation of “round two” FHWA ARRA funds must be completed by February 17, 2010.  As 
stated above, the Department’s inability to obligate all of the available funding by the February 
deadline may result in the reallocation of Alaska’s remaining ARRA funds to other states.   
 
The project is ready for construction advertising and will be completed within one year.  The project 
involves building an ice road and most likely a winter haul of material from a site located 7 air miles 
southwest of Huslia on the opposite bank of the Koyukuk River.  If the project is not advertised this 
winter the project completion date will be delayed another year.  The new landfill road will improve 
the environmental and safety conditions in the community, as well as reduce potential public health 
issues from inappropriate trash storage. 
 
The ARRA funds involved must be applied to areas with a population of less than 5,000.  There is 
also strong pressure from FHWA that any additional ARRA projects be in areas defined as 
Economically Distressed.  The Huslia Landfill Road meets both of these objectives.   
 







   

Agency Contact:  Laura Baker, (907) 465-8974 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Amanda Ryder, (907) 465-5411 

BUDGETARY ISSUES 
The project is in the federally approved final Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 
Amendment #18.  This project is 100% federal ARRA funds and requires no state match. 
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Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
through the Office of the Governor 

 
 
Subject of RPL: King Cove Local Roads ADN/RPL#: 25-0-7537 
Amount Requested: $1,500,000 
 

Appropriation Authority: Sec. 4, Ch 17, 
SLA 2009, Page 7, Lines 25 - 30 

Funding Source: Federal Stimulus: ARRA 
2009 – Capital 

Statutory Authority: AS 19.95.030 and AS 
44.42.020 

 
BACKGROUND 
This past legislative session, the Legislature appropriated approximately $248 million in 
American Recover and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) funding authority to the Department 
of Transportation and Public Facilities.  The Department has been very successful in meeting 
federal obligation requirements on the majority of projects to-date; however, in a few instances 
projects are delayed due to permitting snags.  Additionally, due to a favorable bidding climate, 
some project bids are coming in lower than originally estimated.  As a result, Alaska is at risk of 
losing these ARRA dollars to other states if it is unable to meet federal obligation timelines.   
 
The Marshall Airport Access Road, for example, will not meet the FHWA ARRA obligation date 
of February 17, 2010.  Due to additional permitting, a re-evaluation of the environmental 
document, and additional design work this project will be ready for construction advertising in 
October 2010.  To make the ARRA funds available for other eligible projects, the Department 
will be administratively restricting and lapsing ARRA receipt authority in Sec. 7, Ch. 15, 
SLA09, Page 54, Lines 16 - 18 and utilize existing regular federal receipt authority in Sec. 4, Ch. 
30, SLA07, Page 114, Lines 23 – 24 and Sec. 1, FSSLA05, Page 80, Lines 26 – 27.  
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: The appropriation for the Marshall Airport Access 
Road was $2.8 million of ARRA funding.  Additional ARRA funding—made available as 
bids on various projects come in lower than anticipated—is expected to be at least $2 
million (since the last round of DOT&PF RPLs on this topic). The $4.8 million obligated 
for the Marshall Road and “low bid” projects will be removed and must be re-obligated by 
February 17 or it will be reclaimed by the federal government.  
 
The RPLs submitted for review at this meeting total $3.9 million ($2.4 million for the 
Huslia Landfill Road and $1.5 million for King Cove Local Roads). The Committee should 
expect future RPLs reallocating the unobligated $1 million, and may wish to extend the 
RPL process into the legislative session in order to ensure full use of ARRA funding. 
DOT&PF forwarded an October 23 letter from USDOT (included as backup) that warns of 
impending deadlines, consequences of missing deadlines, and the necessity of having 
contingent projects and a means of funding them quickly. 
 
 
As it is in the best interest to the State to look for ways to retain these dollars, the Department is 
proposing to reallocate available ARRA funds for the King Cove Local Roads project. 
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PURPOSE 
The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is requesting authority to receive and 
expend funds from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) as a contribution to funding $9.3 million in improvements to 
city streets in King Cove.   The project has been a five-year partnership with the Agdaagux Tribe 
of King Cove, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Denali Commission, and the Federal Highway 
Administration / Western Federal Lands Highway Division.     
 
Once approved, these additional ARRA funds will be granted back to the Federal Lands 
Highway Division for administration of the project and funding, i.e. as pass-through funding.   
 
The King Cove Local Roads project is being considered as a contingency project under ARRA 
for local communities fewer than 5,000 in population.  There is also strong pressure from FHWA 
that any additional ARRA projects be in areas defined as Economically Distressed.  King Cove 
meets both of these objectives.   
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
None 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: In the absence of a legislatively approved capital 
project to which this RPL can be attached, this RPL makes use of the generic ARRA 
capital project appropriation in the Governor’s Office.  
 
TIMING ISSUES  
In order to meet the federal obligation timelines of ARRA approval of the increased ARRA 
federal expenditure authorization needs to be obtained as quickly as possible.  This partnership 
project will be delayed without approval of these pass-through ARRA funds.  
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
The King Cove City Streets are owned and operated by the City of King Cove. 
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University of Alaska 
 
 

Subject of RPL:  Combined request for ARRA 
Funding 

ADN/RPL #: 45-0-1135 
 

Amount Requested:  
$4,167,614 

Appropriation Authority: Sec. 4, Ch. 17, 
SLA 2009, Page 9, Lines 12-16   

Funding Source: Federal Stimulus: ARRA 2009 
– Capital 

Statutory Authority: AS 14.40.40 
 

  
PURPOSE 
The requested federal stimulus receipt authority will allow the University of Alaska to accept the 
following awards: 
 
NIH: Educating a Health Care Research Workforce in Alaska to Reduce Health Disparities in the 
amount of $585,524 for the period 9/20/2009 through 8/31/2011, award 1P20MD005079-01. 
 
NSF: Collaborative Research: PACMAN-Cyberinfrastructure for Discovering Climate Change 
Impacts on Water Resources across Alaska and the Hawaiian Islands in the amount of 
$3,000,000 for the period 09/01/2009 through 08/31/2012, award EPS-0919608. 
 
NSF: U.S. GEOTRACES North Atlantic Sector: The Fractional Solubility of Aerosol Iron 
in Seawater in the amount of $115,305 for the period 09/15/2009 through 08/31/2012, award 
OCE-0928084. 
 
NIH: Location-Based Monitoring and Intervention for Alcohol Use Disorders in the amount of 
$998,798 for the period 9/30/2009 through 8/31/2011, award 1RC2AA019422-01. 
 
Corrections to previous federal stimulus receipt authority: 
 
Incorrect award amount authorized 09/08/09-NSF: Collaborative Research: A winter expedition 
to explore the biological and physical conditions of the Bering, Chukchi, and Southern Beaufort 
Seas in the amount of $80 ($336,800 should be $336,880) for the period of 9/15/2009 through 
8/31/2012, award ARC-0909193. 
 
Federal stimulus authority not necessary, authorized 09/28/09-NSF-through the University of 
Washington: Bering Sea Retrospective:  Seabirds At-Sea as Indicators of Spatial Variability and 
Temporal Change in the amount of ($23,955) for the period 09/01/2009 through 08/31/2011, 
award ARC-0908262. 
Federal stimulus authority not necessary, authorized 08/14/09-NSF through the U of Colorado:  
IPY: Human Response to Climate Change at Cape Espenberg AD 800-1400 in the amount of 
($508,138) for the period 6/15/2009 through 5/31/2012, award ARC-0755725. 
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Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  This RPL requests approval to spend additional 
competitive grants received after September 18, 2009 under the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act (ARRA 2009) (P. L. 111-5). Although funding for the four new projects 
totals $4,699,627, the amount requested is $4,167,614 due to funding adjustments for the 
following previously approved projects: 

•  addition of $80 to correct an error in an award approved on September 9, 2009  
•  deletion of ARRA authority ($23,955) approved for a subgrant on September 28, 

2009  
•  deletion of ARRA authority ($508,138) approved for a subgrant on August 14, 2009  
 

No approval for ARRA funding received as a subgrant is required because AS 14.40.491 
allows funding received through contracts with other Universities to be classified as 
University Receipts (fund code 1048).  
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
The projects were not previously considered.  They are new multi-year federal awards received 
after September 18, 2009 and have not been requested as part of the University’s budget. 
 
TIMING ISSUES 
On February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, which authorized short-term federal spending designed to stimulate 
the American economy.  Federal stimulus receipt authority was not included in the FY10 budget 
because ARRA funding was not available for application until February 17, 2009.   
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
These projects are directly aligned with the University of Alaska’s long term plans and missions 
for the University of Alaska Fairbanks:  “The University of Alaska Fairbanks, the nation’s 
northernmost Land, Sea and Space Grant University and international research center, advances 
and disseminates knowledge through teaching, research and public service with an emphasis on 
Alaska, the circumpolar North and their diverse peoples.  UAF – America’s Arctic University – 
promotes academic excellence, student success and lifelong learning”, and the University of 
Alaska Anchorage:  “The mission of the University of Alaska Anchorage is to discover and 
disseminate knowledge through teaching, research, engagement, and creative 
expression,” 
 
No State General Funds will be used, nor is any match required.  The federal stimulus funds will 
be expended during the period FY10 through FY15. This request adds an additional $4,167,614 
to the University’s existing federal economic stimulus authority for competitive, discretionary, 
and incentive grants capital project appropriation contained within Sec. 4, Ch. 17, SLA 2009. 
 
Copies of the award documents and budgets for each project are attached.  
 

























































































































Agency Contact:  Michelle Rizk, (907) 450-8187 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Danith Watts, (907) 465-5435 

University of Alaska 
 
 

Subject of RPL:  Combined request for ARRA 
Funding 

ADN/RPL #: 45-0-1136 
 

Amount Requested:  
$1,385,524 

Appropriation Authority: Sec. 1, Ch. 12, 
SLA 2009, Page 43, Lines 8, 20 & Page 44, 
Line 4   

Funding Source: Federal Stimulus: ARRA 2010 
– Operating 

Statutory Authority: AS 14.40.40 
 

  
PURPOSE 
The requested federal stimulus receipt authority will allow the University of Alaska (UA) to 
accept the following Federal Pell Grants and Federal Work Study Awards: 
 
DOE: UA Anchorage Federal Work Study Awards in the amount of $60,149 for the period 
7/01/2009 through 06/30/2010, award P033A90089.  
 
DOE: UA Fairbanks Federal Work Study Awards in the amount of $47,528 for the period 
7/01/2009 through 06/30/2010, award P033A090090.  
 
DOE: UA Southeast Federal Work Study Awards in the amount of $8,847 for the period 
7/01/2009 through 06/30/2010. 
 
DOE: UA Anchorage Federal Pell Grant in the amount of $799,000 for the period 07/01/2009 
through 06/30/2010. 
 
DOE: UA Fairbanks Federal Pell Grant in the amount of $329,000 for the period 07/01/2009 
through 06/30/2010. 
 
DOE: UA Southeast Federal Pell Grant in the amount of $141,000 for the period 07/01/2009 
through 06/30/2010. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  Based on discussion with Legislative Finance, the 
University submitted a single RPL for this purpose rather than six (one for each grant type 
at each campus).  However, approval of this RPL will result in the following three 
transactions: 

•  University of Alaska Anchorage - $859,149 
•  University of Alaska Fairbanks - $376,528 
•  University of Alaska Southeast - $149,847 
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PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
The projects were not previously considered.  They are increases to existing federal awards 
which have not been requested as part of the University’s budget. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  No RPL would have been necessary (the University 
could have used existing federal authority) except for the fact that the US Department of 
Education is classifying the additional funding as ARRA funding, and the University has 
insufficient ARRA authorization. 
 
The amount of ARRA funding (versus regular federal funding) is an estimate and the split 
will never be known with precision. The lack of precision does not appear to be a problem; 
the University claims that US DOE does not expect or desire separate accounting for the 
ARRA funds. The estimated $1.4 million in additional operating funds is based on a $500 
increase in the maximum Pell Grant award per student and an increase of 9.4% in student 
Pell Grant Awards.  
 
TIMING ISSUES 
On February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, which authorized short-term federal spending designed to stimulate 
the American economy.  Federal stimulus receipt authority was not included in the FY10 budget 
because ARRA funding was not available for application until February 17, 2009.   
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
The Federal Pell Grant Program provides need-based grants to low-income undergraduate and 
certain post baccalaureate students to promote access to postsecondary education. As a result of 
the FY09 ARRA legislation, the U.S. Department of Education is able to increase funding of its 
Pell Grant Program; thus, in addition to the Federal Pell Grant related funding University of 
Alaska currently receives, University of Alaska expects to receive $1,269,000 in additional 
ARRA Pell Grant funding through FY10. 
 
The Federal Work Study Program provides funds that are earned through part-time 
employment to assist students in financing the costs of postsecondary education. As a 
result of the FY09 ARRA legislation, the U.S. Department of Education is able to increase 
funding of its Work Study Program; thus, in addition to the Federal Work Study related funding 
University of Alaska currently receives, University of Alaska expects to receive $116,524 in 
additional ARRA Work Study Program funding through FY10. 
 
No State General Funds will be used, nor is any match required.  This request adds $1,385,524 to 
the University’s operating budget for federal economic stimulus authority for Pell Grants and 
Work Study awards to students. 
 
Copies of the support documents are attached.  
 
 




















