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Priorities for 2008-2009
The Best Beginnings Early Learning Council has identified seven priorities for July 2008 – June 2009. All of the priorities support recommendations made by the Ready to Read, Ready to Learn Task Force.
Imagination Library: Best Beginnings is the statewide umbrella organization for Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library in Alaska, working closely with participating communities and technical assistance partners. Imagination Library mails a brand new, age appropriate book each month to all children from birth to age 5 who sign up for the program in their community, regardless of their family’s income. The community pays for the books and mailing, promotes the program, registers children, and enters the information into the database. The Dollywood Foundation manages the system to deliver the books to the home.
Local Partnerships: Local communities are in the best position to determine the needs of their young children, so Best Beginnings will pilot local early learning partnerships in several locations around the state this year. Each local partnership will develop an action plan that identifies current needs and resources, encourages collaboration, and seeks to fill gaps. Best Beginnings will provide small grants and technical assistance to these partnerships. 

Public Engagement Campaign: To encourage all Alaskans to join the effort to ensure all children begin school ready to succeed, Best Beginnings engages the public through radio and television PSAs, a Web site and e-newsletter, and print materials. 
Early Learning Guidelines (ELGs): The Alaska Children’s Trust awarded Best Beginnings a four-year grant to develop family-friendly booklets of activities based on the ELGs, in languages other than English. Materials in Spanish are completed, and work has begun on a version in Yup’ik. Additionally, the Department of Education & Early Development has contracted with Best Beginnings for an English version. The ELGs have been endorsed by the State Board of Education and are aligned with the new Alaska Developmental Profile and the K-2 Standards, ensuring seamless transitions for children. Alaska’s ELGs help parents and adults who work with young children understand child development and their role in helping provide appropriate learning experiences for children. 
Quality Rating and Improvement System (QRIS): With a grant from the Department of Health & Social Services, Best Beginnings developed a QRIS for Alaska and recommendations for standards, budget, and phased-in implementation. The QRIS provides the framework for a standards-based early care and learning system for out-of-home programs. It is a method to assess, improve, and communicate the level of quality in those programs. Highly ranked programs would be good candidates for any state-supported pre-kindergarten effort. The next step is a field test of the QRIS.

Early Learning System: Best Beginnings works with partners in both the private and public sectors to develop a culturally responsive, comprehensive and accessible statewide early childhood system that empowers families, links service providers, and engages communities on behalf of young children. 

“Between the Lions” Alaska Native Head Start Literacy Initiative: This initiative centers on the award-winning PBS children’s literacy series Between the Lions, adapting taped segments, a curriculum, and resources to make them culturally responsive to Alaska Native children in both rural and urban communities. Partners include WGBH Boston, The CIRI Foundation, BP, RurAL CAP, Southcentral Foundation Head Start, Bristol Bay Native Association Head Start, the Alaska Head Start Collaboration Office, the Alaska Library, ISER, and the Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory (NWREL). UAA submitted a grant proposal to the Institute of Education Sciences in September 2008.
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