The Anchorage School District believes there is a much better alternative that
would provide businesses and universities information they need about the
academic preparation of graduated students, that would inspire students to
continue their studies rather than end them prematurely, and that would
provide students invaluable information about career fields available to them as-
well as their relative preparation for them. That alternative is WorkKeys.

In addmon, WorkKeys is part of the ACT continuum of assessments accessed by

many schools and students that includes, among others, the Explore {8t grade),

PLAN (10% grade), and ACT (11t and 12¢ grade). For students and their-
advisors to be able to plan the student's education over a series of years with

information from these exams would be much more valuable than a pass/fail

score on the HSGOE. Because of the availability of these exams, we do not
believe the WIN assessments need ever be mandated: Rather, we suggest the
assessments and” very valuable curriculum_remain_available for those_who
choose to use thern to augment their existing system of agssessment,

Because WorkKeys is desighed expressly to reflect what businesses expect of
entering workers and the ACT is designed expressly to reflect what colleges
expect of entering students, the two assessment programs are unique in what
they measure and in the scores they report. But there are also commonahtles in
the expectations for readmess in the two tests. : :

ACT conducted a s’cahshcal concordance between the respective college and
workforce training readiness levels in reading and mathematics. They found that
the concordance between ACT College Readiness Benchmarks and WorkKeys
Level 5 shows that the levels of readiness in readmg and mathemancs are
comparable, :

Comparu hility hetween WorkKeys Job Profile Level 5§ and ACT College
Readiness Benchmarks in Reading and Mathematics’

Reading for Information” : : 5. i 1o T 1g-23
. C - Benchmark = 21
Applied Mathematics . 5 . 18-21
L Banchmark = 22

This statistical concordance adds value to the assessment from the perspective of
the individual student for course planning and post-secondary guidance. The



