School District Comment – Exam relevancy
__________________________________________________________________
Dear Mr. Flora,
Re: Exam relevancy for any and all testing:
I am new to Alaska but I have a concern with standardized testing of any kind that fails to take into account the differences in the experiences of the test takers. I am aware of no testing at present that has included this factor in the preparation of test questions. This makes the test invalid since it cannot measure what the test is intended to measure except for those students familiar experientially with the topics talked about in the questions. Any attempts to nationally norm a test will have this factor to contend with and will for that reason inaccurately and unfairly measure significant portions of the test taking population. I marvel at the lack of understanding of this issue on the part of those who believe that testing is going to in and of itself to actually improve anything. We would better serve our students  and spend public funds in a more appropriate manner by following best practices in teaching and programming.
Submitted with Respect, 
Doug Conboy Supt.
Kashunamiut Schools
Chevak, AK 99563 
    


