[image: image1.png]f

EDUCATIO

& EARLY DEVELOPMENT




Single Site School Districts

The Local Boundary Commission has looked at this issue of consolidation of school districts a number of times.  There are two publications that address the issue of consolidation:  The Model Borough Boundaries Study, Revised June 1997 and School Consolidation, February 2004.  Currently there are 53 public school districts in Alaska ranging in student population size of over 48,000 in Anchorage to 15 in Pelican.  Each public school district has a locally elected school board.

There are 53 school districts in Alaska, based on the authority given in AS 14.12.010.

· 19 - Regional Educational Attendance Areas (REAA’s)
Annette Island, 268 and Kashunamiut, 318 students are Single Site Districts.
· 16 - Home rule or 1st class city school districts

· 18 – Borough or unified municipality districts

Borough and first class city school districts have educational powers granted to them under Alaska Statute Title 29, and REAA’s have educational powers under Alaska Statute Title 14.

The following information provides student enrollment information on home rule or 1st class city school districts based on projected FY10 data.  All home rule or 1st class city school districts are considered single site school districts.

· 2 - Districts with fewer than 50 students, Pelican and Tanana
· 2 - More than 50 but fewer than 100 students, Hydaburg and Kake
· 4 - More than 100 but fewer than 200 students, Hoonah, Klawock, St. Mary’s







        and Nenana
· 1 - More than 200 but fewer than 300 students, Galena
· 2 - More than 300 but fewer than 400 students, Craig and Cordova
· 1 - More than 400 but fewer than 500 students, Unalaska
· 4 - Districts more than 500 students, Dillingham, Petersburg, Nome and Valdez
Since the Model Borough Boundaries Study was issued, some areas around the state have incorporated into boroughs, so the study might need to be updated.  The constitutional intent was to have all of Alaska incorporated into borough governments. If all of Alaska was incorporated into borough governments, there would be approximately 37 public school districts instead of the current 53.  
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