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Alaska Pilot Pre-Kindergarten Project (AP3)

Below are the recipients of the AP3 grants with numbers of classrooms, children, and grant amounts.              
District


Classrooms

Children

Grant Amount

Anchorage

       2     
               32


  $167,684
Bering Strait   

       4


  62


  $362,828

Nome


       2 


  50   


  $219,539

Juneau


       2 


  40


  $201,073

Lower Kuskokwim
       2


  40


  $337,732

Yukon Koyukuk 
       7   


  39


  $325,445

The remaining funds support early childhood work with chronically underperforming districts affecting up to 7 additional communities and 100 additional children.

· 24 school districts submitted intent to apply letters to the department.
·  12 applications were received by the department. 
· 6 districts received funding based on the review work of the proposal evaluation committee.
· The pilots will allow school districts to create preschool programs that incorporate Alaska’s early learning guidelines in ways that are tailored to their communities and that foster best practices. 
· All AP3 programs are grounded in high educational expectations.
· Each AP3 program recognizes that parents are their children’s first teachers and that parents can and should play a critical, supportive, and active role in the education and development of their young children.
· All AP3 programs will create and implement a parent and community involvement program that engages parents in decision making concerning curriculum and other aspects of their child’s education, including involvement and support for parents that do not enroll their pre-K child in the school-based portion of the program.
· AP3 programs develop local strategies and partnerships with early childhood providers, community organizations, and local early childhood coalitions to improve quality and access to services.
· Child outcome evaluation uses the Dial 3, the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test and the Revised Alaska Developmental Profile (districts determine additional screening or assessment).
· Program standards set for quality research-based programs, staff qualification, class size, program reporting, and parent involvement.
· Program evaluation will use the Early Childhood Environmental Rating Scale (ECERS).
· Selected applicants provided a clear plan for their pre-kindergarten classrooms and how to help parents who want more guidance in educating their young children at home.
· They formed partnerships that will strengthen existing providers and to try out different ways of achieving quality early childhood education.
· They adhere to the guiding principles and goals set forth in the Alaska Early Learning Guidelines as well as developmentally appropriate practices as expressed by the National Association for the Education of Young Children.
The remaining funds will support early childhood work with chronically underperforming districts, affecting up to seven additional communities and 100 additional children.
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