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MEMORANDUM 
DATE: June 1, 2009 
 
TO: Legislative Budget and Audit Committee 
 
FROM: David Teal 
 Director 
 
SUBJECT: Preparation for the June 5, 2009 LB&A Meeting 
 

OMB submitted the following 12 RPLs for consideration at the June 5, 2009, Legislative Budget and Audit 
Committee meeting.  Nine RPLs are for American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) projects.  The 
RPLs, along with Legislative Finance comments, are posted on our web site at http://www.legfin.state.ak.us/ so that 
committee members can print and review them. 
 
RPL# Agency Appropriation/Allocation Amount Fund Source 
01-9-8052 
Capital 

Office of the Governor 
for DOT&PF   

Alaska Highway: MP 1412-1422 
Rehabilitation 

$5,300,00 ARRA 

01-9-8053 
Capital 

Office of the Governor 
for DOT&PF   

Alaska Highway: MP 1308 - Tok 
Weigh Station 

$3,750,000 ARRA 

01-9-8054 
Capital 

Office of the Governor 
for DOT&PF 

Glenn Highway Resurfacing: 
Airport Heights to Hiland 

$15,000,000 ARRA 

01-9-8055 
Capital 

Office of the Governor 
for DOT&PF   

Yakutat Areawide Paving $8,000,000 ARRA 

01-9-8056 
Capital 

Office of the Governor 
for DOT&PF   

Haines Highway: Front Street to 
Union Street 

$2,720,000 ARRA 

25-9-7447 
Capital 

Transportation and Public 
Facilities 

Parks Highway: Milepost 72 to 83 
Rehabilitation 

$18,500,000 Federal 

02-9-0111 
Capital 

Administration Commercial Drivers License 
Improvements and Efficiencies 

$702,880 Federal  

06-10-0010 Health and Social Services 
 

MHTrust: Detox and Treatment 
Capacity Alternatives 

$50,000 Mental Health Trust 

01-9-8057 
Capital 

Office of the Governor for  
DNR   

Eradication of spotted knapweed 
from known locations in Alaska 

$100,000 ARRA 

10-9-5174 
Capital 

Natural Resources Forestry and Fire Economic 
Stimulus - Fire Fuels and Forest 
Management   

$4,530,000 $4,030,000 ARRA, 
$500,000 Statutory 
Designated Program 
Receipts 

45-9-1100 
Capital 

University of Alaska Thermal State of Permafrost 
 

$859,861 ARRA 

45-9-1101 
Capital 

University of Alaska UAF Alaska Region Research 
Vessel 

$32,070,000 ARRA 

 



 
 
cc: Senator Meyer 

Representative Dahlstrom 
Representative Hawker 
Representative Neuman 
Representative Thomas 
Representative Doogan 
Representative Stoltze 
Representative Tuck 
Senator Hoffman 
Senator Huggins 
Senator Menard 
Senator Stedman 
Senator Olson 
Josh Applebee    

 Tim Grussendorf 
 Miles Baker  
 Paulyn Swanson 
 James Armstrong 

Pat Davidson 
John Bitney 



 

General Analysis—June 5, 2009 RPLs for DOT&PF Capital Projects 
 
Six of the 12 RPLs submitted for review at the June 5 meeting of the LB&A Committee 
are for DOT&PF capital projects. Five of the DOT&PF projects make use of the $1 
million placeholder for the Office of the Governor in HB 199 (Non-transportation 
Stimulus Bill) for unanticipated federal stimulus funding provided via the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA). If approved by LB&A, the funding will flow 
through the Governor’s Office to DOT&PF.   
  
The RPL projects requested by DOT&PF consist of: 

� Two projects requested in the Governor’s stimulus bill that were not funded 
by the legislature: 

o RPL# 01-9-8052 Alaska Highway MP 1412-1422 Rehabilitation - $5.3 
million 

o RPL# 01-9-8053 Alaska Highway MP 1308 Tok Weigh Station - 
$3.75 million 

� Two projects requested in the Governor’s stimulus bill that were funded with 
federal-aid highway formula funding: 

o RPL# 01-9-8055 Yakutat Area-wide Paving - $8 million 
o RPL# 01-9-8056 Haines Highway: Front Street to Union Street - $2.72 

million 
� One project requested in the Governor’s stimulus bill that was partially denied 

by the legislature. The RPL replaces the denied stimulus funding with federal-
aid highway formula funding  

o RPL# 25-9-7447 Parks Highway: MP 72-83 Rehabilitation - $18.5 
million 

� This RPL requests regular federal receipts that would increase 
the Surface Transportation Program appropriation within 
DOT&PF 

� One new project not previously considered for stimulus funding 
o RPL# 01-9-8054 Glenn Highway Resurfacing: Airport Heights to 

Hiland - $15 million 
 
This discussion is an attempt to address general questions about the projects and ARRA 
funding in advance of the June 5 meeting. 
 
Why is stimulus money available for new projects? 

•  Construction bids are coming in lower than estimated—in some cases nearly 50% 
lower.  This frees (already obligated) stimulus dollars for new projects.1  

                                                 
1 If the extent of savings through low bids had been anticipated during the legislative session, a contingent 
appropriation may have been authorized.  As it was, no additional stimulus money was expected, and there 
was no provision for using funds other than the LB&A process.  The Governor’s stimulus bill requested a 
contingent appropriation, but it was in anticipation of other states losing stimulus dollars due to their 
inability to obligate them in a timely manner.  It was later determined that few dollars, if any, would be 
given up by other states. 
 



 

o Approximately $32.9 million is currently available from bids that came in 
lower than engineer estimates (see DOTPF spreadsheet detailing obligations 
to date)  

o The trend of low bids is expected to continue, and further action by LB&A 
will likely be necessary in the coming fiscal year. 

 
Background Facts: 

•  A total of $264 million in federal stimulus money was appropriated for 
transportation projects in the capital bill, SB 75 (Ch. 17, SLA 2009).   

•  $177 million is allocated for highway and bridge projects.   
•  30% of this funding is federally allocated for local/MPO projects ($53 million) 

o These projects have a one year obligation deadline 
•  70% of the funding is federally allocated for state highways, roads and 

transportation enhancement projects ($123.7 million) 
o At least 50% of this funding ($61.8 million) must be obligated by June 

17 (120 days after federal apportionment) or it may be lost to other states. 
•  Of the $61.8 million that must be obligated by June 17, $49.8 million has been 

obligated through June 1 
o $3 million more is expected to be obligated by June 17, totaling $52.8 

million 
o This leaves approx. $9 million ($61.8 required less $52.8) that could be 

lost if not obligated by June 17. 
•  The DOT&PF stimulus RPL projects submitted for review at the June 5 LB&A 

meeting total $34.8 million, $25.8 million more than is required to meet the 
50% deadline 

 
Given this information, the June 17 obligation deadline—and each specific RPL—may be 
less critical than portrayed by DOT&PF. However, DOT&PF states that considerable 
pressure is mounting with regard to the stimulus funding.  The federal highway agency is 
continuing to tell DOT&PF that 50% is the minimum obligation and that it would 
behoove them to obligate as much funding as possible, as soon as possible, regardless of 
federal deadlines. 
 
What are the additional drivers for DOTPF to bring these projects to LB&A? 

•  The projects are ready to begin in the 2009 construction season 
•  There is potential for economies and efficiencies in conjunction with other 

projects 
•  There is potential to meet other federal requirements, including the 30 % local 

criteria 
 
In summary, although the federal deadline is important, the deadline is not the only 
consideration. Because there is danger that over-authorizing federal stimulus money 
would allow DOT&PF to choose which projects actually receive funding, Legislative 
Finance asked the agency a number of questions about the RPLs.  
 



 

Why would delay of these RPLs not allow you to fully obligate 50% by the June 17 
deadline? 

The remaining projects that we have authority for are not ready to obligate.  Due 
to the lower-than-expected bids received, there are excess funds available to 
obligate additional projects.  Without action by the legislature and additional 
legislative authorization we will not be able to capture all of the stimulus funding. 
(Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: As noted above, the RPLs would allow 
obligation of more than the required 50% of relevant funding.) 

 
Will approval of these RPLs delay obligation of any currently authorized stimulus 
projects? 

No. 
 
If these RPLs were not approved, how much of the 50% is anticipated to be 
obligated by the June 17 deadline? How much money would be potentially lost? 
 

Of the $61M of State and TE project funds that needs to be obligated by June 17, 
to date we have obligated $49.8M and expect to obligate another $3M leaving 
about $10M that could be lost to another state.  

 
Excluding these RPLs, which projects will you have obligated by the June 17 
deadline? Please provide a list. 
 

List is attached.  
 
It appears that a trend of lower bids is forming. What happens if additional projects 
are bid lower than engineer estimates? Will you be able to add additional projects, 
re-obligating money after the June 17 deadline from previously obligated money? 
 

The first target deadline of June 17 is the most problematic now because of the 
lower bids received and not having other legislatively approved projects ready to 
bid and capture the funds.  We do anticipate that future projects will have lower 
than expected bids freeing up additional funds.  We fully expect to present 
additional projects to the legislature (through the LB&A process if necessary) 
when we are more certain about the amount of funds available. (Legislative Fiscal 
Analyst Comment: Discussions with the agency indicate that the federal 
government allows reobligation of funds. When bids are lower than the amount 
obligated for a project, the obligation for that project is reduced and the federal 
government permits the excess to be obligated for another project that meets their 
criteria.) 

 
Will approval of these RPLs postpone any of the currently authorized projects? In 
other words, will any projects currently authorized not get stimulus dollars due to 
approval of these RPLs? 
 



 

The approval of these RPLs will NOT impact or divert funding away from the 
existing approved economic stimulus projects. 

 
Why is the amount requested for the Parks Highway project higher than the $16.2 
million requested of, but not approved by, the legislature?  
 

The Region has determined that some of the GO bond money originally identified to 
this project can be shifted to another segment of the Parks Highway and still be 
within the scope of the bond funded project. This will enlarge the total ARRA funds 
to the project, which will help us ensure we meet the 50%+ rule and absorb a 
significant percentage of the ARRA funds made available by the favorable bidding 
environment to date. 

 
Additional comments and analysis appear on the individual RPLs 
 

Federal Amount Final Amount
DOT&PF Fund Appropriated By Obligated* Under

Project Name Region Code SB 75 Amount SB 75 Comments
Projects That Have Obligated and Already Had Bids Opened
GUSTAVUS CAUSEWAY REPLACEMENT S C240 $          7,700,000 $    7,700,000 $                  -   Contract awarded 4/16
GLENN HWY: HILAND TO EKLUTNA 
RESURFACING C C240  $        25,000,000  $  13,742,683  $   11,257,317 Contract awarded 5/29
KODIAK: REZANOF DRIVE RUT REPAIR: 
AIRPORT TO MARINE WAY C C240  $        10,000,000  $    7,138,762  $     2,861,238 Bids opened 5/20
GLENN HWY: MP 34 - 42 RUT REPAIR C C240 $          8,000,000 $    2,037,600 $     5,962,400 Bids opened 5/29

Totals of Projects Bid To Date: $        50,700,000 $  30,619,045 $   20,080,955 

Projects That Have Been Obligated* by June 1 (But bids have not been opened)
HARBOR TO EAGLE BEACH KAYAK 
LAUNCH S C240 $        12,200,000 $    9,150,000 $     3,050,000 Bid opening date 6/18
STERLING HWY RESURFACING: MP 96.5 
to 110 C C240  $        15,000,000  $    7,584,100  $     7,415,900 Obligation to FHWA 5/25
DENALI HWY MP 7 WAYSIDE N C220  $             500,000  $       498,856  $            1,144 Bid opening date 6/9
VALDEZ AREAWIDE BIKE & PED TRAIL 
PAVEMENT REFURBISHMENT (Includuing 
BLUEBERRY LAKE ROAD 
IMPROVEMENTS) N C220  $          3,290,000  $    1,944,711  $     1,345,289 Bid opening date 6/9

Totals of Projects Obligated as of June 1 $        30,990,000 $  19,177,667 $   11,812,333 

Add'l Obligations* Expected by June 17Juneau:  Egan Dr and Glacier Hwy 
Resurfacing, Mendenhall Lp to Auke Bay 
Ferry Terminal S C240  $          4,000,000  $    3,000,000  $     1,000,000 Obligation expected 6/15

Total of Projects Obligated* Between June 1 and June 17 4,000,000$           3,000,000$     1,000,000$      

Totals of All Projects Expected to Obligate* by June 17 85,690,000$         52,796,712$   32,893,288$    

Estimated final obligation amount assuming favorable bidding pattern continues
* Obligated is the Federal term for having met all federal eligibility rules and having put the funds under contract with FHWA.  Legal step that meets the 50% deadline.
Other ARRA Projects obligated to date that do not fulfill the 50% requirement are not shown.  

ARRA Obligations to Date  - 6/1/2009 (Subject to 50% by 6/17 deadline)

 
 
 



 
Agency Contact: Nancy Slagle, 465-8974 
Legislative Finance Contact: Rob Carpenter, 465-5413 
 

Office of the Governor for the  
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities   

 
Subject of RPL:  Alaska Highway: MP 1412-
1422 Rehabilitation 

ADN/RPL#: 01-9-8052 

Amount Requested:  $5,300,000 
 

Appropriation Authority: Sec. 4, Ch. 17, 
SLA 2009, Page 7, Lines 25 - 30 

Funding Source: Federal Stimulus: ARRA 
2009 – Capital 

Statutory Authority: 19.05.030 and 
44.42.020 

 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  This RPL should be reduced by the $1 million 
placeholder already authorized in Ch. 17, SLA 2009. 
 
PURPOSE 
The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is requesting legislative authority to 
receive and expend American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) entitlement 
funds from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for the Alaska Highway: MP 
1412 – 1422 Rehabilitation project.  
 
The project will construct an asphalt treated base from existing roadway materials and new 
oil, and pave the surface with asphalt concrete.  It also includes cleaning and repairing 
culverts, signing, striping, and guardrails.  This section of roadway is nearing the end of its 
design life.  The Maintenance and Operations Section reports that the pavement is wearing 
out and the annual maintenance costs are increasing.  The project will extend the useful life 
of the road, provide a smooth surface, and reduce escalating maintenance costs.  A portion 
of the project is located within the Delta Junction City limits and qualifies for the ARRA 
obligation category of projects located in a rural area with a population fewer than 5,000 
people. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  Per ARRA, of the 30% required for local projects, 
$33.7 million must be used for urbanized areas with a population less than 5,000.  As 
stated above, a portion of this project will help meet that requirement. 
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
This project was requested in the Governor’s original federal economic stimulus request 
(HB154/SB123), but was ultimately not included in the legislature’s final bill. 
 
TIMING ISSUES  
The obligation of “fast track” FHWA ARRA funds must be completed by June 17, 2009.  Due 
to a very favorable bidding climate, the initial group of projects authorized by the 
legislature will not use all ARRA entitlement funding available to the State of Alaska.  The 



RPL #: 01-9-8052 
Page 2 
 

 
Agency Contact: Nancy Slagle, 465-8974 
Legislative Finance Contact: Rob Carpenter, 465-5413 

department’s inability to obligate all of the available funding by the June deadline may 
result in the re-allocation of Alaska’s remaining ARRA funds to other states.   
 
The project is ready for construction advertising and will be completed within one year.  
The project will reduce vehicle operating costs for the public and maintenance costs for the 
State. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  See general DOT&PF RPL analysis.  The project is 
not necessarily needed to meet the 50% obligation requirement. 
  
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
The project is in the federally approved final Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program Amendment #18.  This project is 100% federal ARRA funds and requires no state 
match.   
 



 
Agency Contact: Nancy Slagle, 465-8974 
Legislative Finance Contact: Rob Carpenter, 465-5413 

Office of the Governor for the 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

 
Subject of RPL:  Alaska Highway: MP 1308 - 
Tok Weigh Station 

ADN/RPL#: 01-9-8053 

Amount Requested:  $3,750,000 
 

Appropriation Authority: Sec. 4, Ch. 17, 
SLA 2009, Page 7, Lines 25 - 30 

Funding Source: Federal Stimulus: ARRA 
2009 – Capital  

Statutory Authority: 19.05.030 and 
44.42.020 

  
PURPOSE 
The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is requesting legislative authority to 
receive and expend American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) entitlement 
funds from the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) for the Alaska Highway MP 1308 
Tok Weigh Station.  This project will construct a metal inspection building with an inspection 
pit at the new Tok Weigh Station facility.  The Tok Weigh Station accommodates all truck 
traffic entering and exiting the State of Alaska.  The project will help the department in 
meeting safety and system preservation goals by ensuring safety of the truck fleet and 
reducing road impacts due to overloaded vehicles.   
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
$175,100 – Ch. 139, SLA 1998, page 65, line 15 –Alaska Highway: MP 1308 – Tok Weigh Station 
$106,500 – Ch. 135, SLA 2000, page 38, line 18 –Alaska Highway: MP 1308 – Tok Weigh Station  
$190,000 – Ch. 61, FSSLA 2001, page 35, line 22 – Alaska Highway: MP 1308 – Tok Weigh Station 
$1,190,000 – Ch. 3, FSSLA 2005, page 76, line 24 – Alaska Highway: MP 1308 – Tok Weigh Station 
$1,350,000 – Ch. 29, SLA 2008, page 167, line 6 – Alaska Highway: MP 1308 – Tok Weigh Station 
 
This project was in the Governor’s original federal economic stimulus request (HB154/SB123), 
but was ultimately not included in the legislature’s final bill. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  The original request was in the amount of $4 million, 
$250,000 more than this request. 
 
TIMING ISSUES  
Approval of this request will allow the Tok Weigh Station to be constructed in coordination 
with other weigh station improvements, including a new multi-platform scale system, scale 
house, and extending and paving the parking pad.  FHWA federal funds were secured in 
September 2008 for the new scale system, scale house, and parking pad.  The intent is to 
advertise one construction contract for all the new facility improvements which will avoid 
separate mobilizations, the potential of two different contractors working at the same site, and 
the overlap of similar bid items. 
 



RPL #: 01-9-8053 
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Agency Contact: Nancy Slagle, 465-8974 
Legislative Finance Contact: Rob Carpenter, 465-5413 
 

The obligation of “fast track” FHWA ARRA funds must be completed by June 17, 2009.  Due to 
a very favorable bidding climate the initial group of projects authorized by the legislature will 
not use all ARRA entitlement funding available to the State of Alaska.  The department’s 
inability to obligate all of the available funding by the June deadline may result in the re-
allocation of Alaska’s remaining ARRA funds to other states. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  See general DOT&PF RPL analysis.  The project is not 
necessarily needed to meet the 50% obligation requirement. 
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
This project is in the federally approved final Statewide Transportation Improvement Program 
Amendment #18.  The project is ready for construction advertising and will be completed 
within a year and a half.  This project funding request is 100% federal ARRA funds and 
requires no state match.   
 



 
Agency Contact: Nancy Slagle, 465-8974 
Legislative Finance Contact: Rob Carpenter, 465-5413 
 

Office of the Governor for the  
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

 
Subject of RPL:  Glenn Highway 
Resurfacing: Airport Heights to Hiland 

ADN/RPL#: 01-9-8054 

Amount Requested:  $15,000,000 
 

Appropriation Authority: Sec. 4, Ch. 17, 
SLA 2009, Page 7, Lines 25 - 30 

Funding Source: Federal Stimulus: ARRA 
2009 – Capital  

Statutory Authority: AS 19.95.030 and 
44.42.020 

  
PURPOSE 
The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is requesting legislative 
authority to receive and expend funds from the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) entitlement funds 
related to the resurfacing of the mainline driving lanes on the Glenn Highway from 
Airport Heights Drive to the Hiland Interchange. 
 
In 2008 the average daily traffic count on this segment of the 6-lane Glenn Highway was 
approximately 60,000 vehicles.  The existing pavement is at the end of its useful life and 
is experiencing substantial rutting in the driving lanes.  This project will improve safety 
for the traveling public by providing an improved driving surface and extend the 
service life of the existing facility.   
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
None 
 
TIMING ISSUES  
The obligation of “fast track” FHWA ARRA funds must be completed by June 17, 2009.  
Due to a very favorable bidding climate the initial group of projects authorized by the 
legislature will not use all ARRA entitlement funding available to the State of Alaska.  
The department’s inability to obligate all of the available funding by the June deadline 
may result in the re-allocation of Alaska’s remaining ARRA funds to other states. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  See general DOT&PF RPL analysis.  The project 
is not necessarily needed to meet the 50% obligation requirement 
 
The Glenn Highway Resurfacing project is bid ready and can be constructed in the 
summer 2009 season.   
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
This ARRA funding will be supplemented with state general funds appropriated in Sec. 
10, Ch. 29, SLA 2008, Page 76, Lines 25 – 26, Glenn Highway Rut Repairs.  Resurfacing 
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Agency Contact: Nancy Slagle, 465-8974 
Legislative Finance Contact: Rob Carpenter, 465-5413 
 

of this segment of the Glenn Highway will reduce annual maintenance and operation 
costs for striping and spot rut repairs.   
 
This project is in the federally approved final Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program Amendment #18.  This project is 100% federal ARRA funds and requires no 
state match. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  This RPL will fund a portion of the STIP ID# 
22675, Glenn Highway – Airport Heights to Parks Interchange - $25.005 million.  
Coupled with the previously authorized Glenn Highway Rut Repairs - $11.5 million, 
DOT&PF will have 26.5 million for the Glenn Highway.  
 
 



 
Agency Contact: Nancy Slagle, 465-8974 
Legislative Finance Contact: Rob Carpenter, 465-5413 
 

Office of the Governor for the  
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

 
 
Subject of RPL:  Yakutat Areawide 
Paving 

ADN/RPL#: 01-9-8055 

Amount Requested:  $8,000,000 
 

Appropriation Authority: Sec. 4, Ch. 17, 
SLA 2009, Page 7, Lines 25 - 30 

Funding Source: Federal Stimulus: 
ARRA 2009 – Capital 

Statutory Authority: AS 19.95.030 and 
44.42.020 

  
PURPOSE 
The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is requesting legislative 
authority to receive and expend funds from the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) entitlement funds 
related to the resurfacing of several roads in Yakutat.  This project includes Airport 
Road from Milepost 0 to 4; replace two tidal relief culverts on Mallot Avenue; extend 
pavement on Dangerous River Road approximately 0.2 miles to the new entrance of the 
city landfill; resurface and extend Ocean Cape Road pavement 0.23 miles from the 
intersection with Airport Road; and pave and improve about 1.4 miles of drainage 
along Max Italio Road. 
 
The existing pavement is at the end of its useful life and is experiencing substantial 
rutting in the driving lanes.  This project will improve safety for the traveling public by 
providing an improved driving surface and extend the service life of the existing 
facility.  Paving Max Italio Road and sections of other unpaved roadway will improve 
the quality of life in residential areas by reducing the amount of dust in the community.  
The City and Borough of Yakutat has agreed to assume ownership of Max Italio Road 
and a segment of Ocean Cape Road upon completion of this project.  
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
This project was included in SB75, Sec. 7, page 52, lines 5 – 6 as a Surface Transportation 
Program funded federal project.  The department wants to use ARRA funds specific to 
local projects for this shovel ready project to meet the 50% obligation requirement and 
also the local project criteria requirement. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  See general DOT&PF RPL analysis.  The project 
is not necessarily needed to meet the 50% obligation requirement.  The project does 
appear to meet the federal requirement to allocate for urbanized areas with a 
population of less than 5000. 
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Agency Contact: Nancy Slagle, 465-8974 
Legislative Finance Contact: Rob Carpenter, 465-5413 
 

 
TIMING ISSUES  
The obligation of “fast track” FHWA ARRA funds must be completed by June 17, 2009.  
Due to a very favorable bidding climate, the initial group of projects authorized by the 
legislature will not use all ARRA entitlement funding available to the State of Alaska.  
The department’s inability to obligate all of the available funding by the June deadline 
may result in the re-allocation of Alaska’s remaining ARRA funds to other states.   
 
The Yakutat Areawide Paving project can be constructed in the summer 2009-2010 
seasons.   
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
This project is in the federally approved final Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program Amendment #18.  ARRA federal funding authorization is needed to obligate 
this project for construction this year.  This project is 100% federal ARRA funds and 
requires no state match.   
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  This project received $3.8 million of regular 
federal receipt authority in the capital bill.  This RPL would replace that authority 
thereby freeing it up for reallocation.  This request is $4.2 million larger than the 
previously budgeted amount.  It is unknown at this time why the project cost has 
increased substantially. 
 
 



 
Agency Contact: Nancy Slagle, 465-8974 
Legislative Finance Contact: Rob Carpenter, 465-5413 
 

Office of the Governor for the  
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 

 
Subject of RPL:  Haines Highway: Front 
Street to Union Street 

ADN/RPL#: 01-9-8056 

Amount Requested:  $2,720,000 
 

Appropriation Authority:  Sec. 4, Ch. 17, 
SLA 2009, Page 7, Lines 25 - 30 

Funding Source: Federal Stimulus: ARRA 
2009 – Capital 
 

Statutory Authority: AS 19.95.030 and 
44.42.020 

  
PURPOSE 
The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is requesting legislative 
authority to receive and expend funds from the Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA) entitlement funds 
related to the reconstruction and widening of a section of the Haines Highway, also 
known as Lutak Road, between its intersection with Front Street and Union Street.   
 
The existing pavement is at the end of its useful life and is experiencing subsidence or 
sinking of the subgrade and substantial rutting in the driving lanes.  This project will 
improve safety for the traveling public by providing an improved driving surface and 
extend the service life of the existing facility.  This funding request will allow 
advertisement of this portion of a larger project to complete reconstruction of the 
roadway between the town and the ferry terminal. 
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
This project was included in SB75, Sec. 7, page 51, lines 30 – 31 as a Surface 
Transportation Program funded federal project.  The department wants to use ARRA 
funds specific to local projects for this shovel ready project to meet the 50% obligation 
requirement and also the local project criteria requirement. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  See general DOT&PF RPL analysis.  The project 
is not necessarily needed to meet the 50% obligation requirement.  The project does 
appear to meet the requirement to allocate for urbanized areas with a population of 
less than 5000. 
 
TIMING ISSUES  
The obligation of “fast track” FHWA ARRA funds must be completed by June 17, 2009.  
Due to a very favorable bidding climate the initial group of projects authorized by the 
legislature will not use all ARRA entitlement funding available to the State of Alaska.  
The department’s inability to obligate all of the available funding by the June deadline 
may result in the re-allocation of Alaska’s remaining ARRA funds to other states.   
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Agency Contact: Nancy Slagle, 465-8974 
Legislative Finance Contact: Rob Carpenter, 465-5413 
 

 
 
The Haines Highway: Front Street to Union Street reconstruction project is bid ready 
and can be constructed in the summer 2009-2010 seasons.   
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
This project is in the federally approved final Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program Amendment #18.  This project is 100% federal ARRA funds and requires no 
state match.    
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  This project received $2.5 million of regular 
federal receipt authority in the capital bill.  This RPL would replace that authority 
thereby freeing it up for reallocation.  This request is $220,000 larger than the 
previously budgeted amount.  It is unknown at this time why the project cost has 
increased. 
 
 
 



 
Agency Contact: Nancy Slagle, 465-8974 
Legislative Finance Contact: Rob Carpenter, 465-5413 
 

Department of Transportation and Public Facilities 
 
 
Subject of RPL:  Parks Highway: Milepost 
72 to 83 Rehabilitation 

ADN/RPL#: 25-9-7447  

Amount Requested:  $18,500,000 
 

Appropriation Authority: Sec. 7, Ch. 15, 
SLA 2009, Page 54, Lines 21 - 23 

Funding Source: Federal Receipts - Capital 
 

Statutory Authority: 19.05.030 and 
44.42.020 

  
PURPOSE 
The Department of Transportation and Public Facilities is requesting legislative 
authority to receive and expend federal funds from the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) related to the reconstruction of the Parks Highway from 
historical milepost 72 to 83.   
 
This project will rehabilitate the pavement, widen roadway width as necessary to 
provide 8 foot shoulders, build northbound and southbound passing lanes, construct 
bridge and safety improvements, and provide public waysides on the Parks Highway 
from Willow Creek to the Kashwitna River.  Rehabilitation of this segment of the Parks 
Highway will improve safety for the traveling public and reduce annual maintenance 
and operation costs by eliminating the constant upkeep required for an aging roadway.  
The reduction in annual maintenance and operation costs will more than offset the 
increased winter maintenance snow removal costs associated with adding 7.8 miles of 
passing lanes.   
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
Sec. 15, Ch. 6, SLA 2005, page 24, lines 19 - 21 provided $1,250,000 in federal receipt and 
expenditure authority for right of way appraisal and acquisition needs.  
Sec. 19, Ch. 29, SLA 2008, page 187, lines 24 - 26 provided $15,000,000 in state general 
obligation bond funding for Parks Highway: Weight Restriction Elimination Program 
from MP 72 to 90. 
Sec. 7, Ch. 15, SLA 2009, page 54, lines 21 - 23 provided $6,800,000 in federal economic 
stimulus receipt and expenditure authority for the construction phase of this project.   
 
The remaining federal receipt and expenditure authority needed to complete this 
project was inadvertently omitted from the capital budget request. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  The Governor’s original stimulus request 
included $23 million for this project.  The amount was reduced to $6.8 million to 
meet legislative priorities while remaining within the total stimulus dollar limit.  
This RPL will allow DOTPF to fully obligate for the project so it can go to bid. 
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Agency Contact: Nancy Slagle, 465-8974 
Legislative Finance Contact: Rob Carpenter, 465-5413 
 

TIMING ISSUES  
The obligation of “fast track” FHWA American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
(ARRA) funds must be completed by June 17, 2009.  The ARRA funded portion of this 
project was identified for a fast track obligation.  The balance of the legislative authority 
necessary to fund the project from federal Surface Transportation Program funds 
authorized in the Statewide Transportation Improvement Program Amendment #18 is 
necessary to meet that “fast track” deadline.   
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  See general DOT&PF RPL analysis.  The project is 
not necessarily needed to meet the 50% obligation requirement. 
 
This project is ready to bid and construction is expected in the 2009-2010 seasons.   
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
State match has already been provided in the FY09 capital budget under Sec. 13, Ch. 29, 
SLA 2008, page 161, lines 25 - 26.   
 
 



Agency Contact:  Stacy Oates, 269-3782 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Gary Zepp, 465-5410 

Department of Administration 
Division of Motor Vehicles 

 
Subject of RPL: DMV Commercial Drivers 

License Improvements and Efficiencies 
ADN/RPL #:  02-9-0111 

Amount requested: $702,880 Appropriation Authority: Sec 4 Ch 30 SLA 2007     
pg 83 ln 18 

Funding source:   Federal Receipts 
  FY 2009 Capital Project 

Statutory Authority: AS28.33 In compliance with 
Commercial Motor Vehicle Safety Act of 1986 

 
PURPOSE 
We are requesting the authority to receive and expend federal funds made available by 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) to improve DMV’s 
Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) program.  These improvements will address the 
issues of compliance from the April 2008 the FMCSA audit, and recommendations from 
the American Association of Vehicle Administrators, CDL Best Practices manual, and 
changes outlined in the Federal Register Vol. 71, No. 84.   
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
In the 2007 Capital Budget, the legislature approved a federal grant for CDL 
improvements.  Approximately 80% of the funds have been expended, and the project 
is on track for completion by 09/30/09.  Another grant was approved via RPL in 
November 2008 to implement improvements and compliance issues identified in the 
April 2008 audit.  Approximately 20% of the funds have been expended, and the project 
is on track for completion by 12/31/09. This request is for further CDL improvements. 
There is currently $1,612,000 appropriated for this purpose. 
 
Fiscal Analyst Comment:  The legislature previously appropriated $1,500,000 federal 
receipt authority in Chapter 30, SLA 2007, (FY2008 Capital Budget) and $112,000 in 
federal receipt authority in RPL #02-9-0020 (November 7, 2008). 
 
TIMING ISSUES 
DMV was made aware that there was an opportunity to apply for the funds during the 
legislative session, but did not receive notice of award until after the legislature 
recessed. The signed grant agreement is attached. The funding is available from April 
28, 2009 through September 30, 2010. 
 
We are requesting approval now to begin programming the necessary changes to 
DMV’s computer database, making changes to the CDL training program as specified 
in the grant, and to hire staff to commence work on updating driver citation and 
judgment records.  Work must be completed timely to be in compliance with FMCSA 
mandates. 
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Agency Contact:  Stacy Oates, 269-3782 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Gary Zepp, 465-5410 

BUDGETARY ISSUES 
This funding does fit into the long-term plans, missions and measures of the DMV. 
 
Plans call for the funding to be spent as follows:  Personal Services - $220,000; Travel – 
$69,480; Contractual – $243,200; Supplies – $10,200; Equipment - $160,000. 
 
The DMV has not begun spending the funds. There are no other impacts to the budget 
or to future GF considerations. 
 
Two long-term, non-perm positions for two years each; one position in Juneau and one 
in Anchorage, are planned. 
 
We are considering requesting additional federal authorization in the FY2011 budget to 
be positioned to receive additional future grant funding. 
 
The funding will be spent between June 6, 2009 and September 30, 2010. 
 
Fiscal Analyst Comment:  Upon request for addition detail, the agency provided the 
following information regarding how money will be spent and what will be 
achieved.  
 
Personal Services ($220,000) – Two long-term, non-permanent employees are needed to 
help DMV meet the federally-mandated deadlines for entering in-state judgments and 
out-of-state citations into DMV’s database.  This is currently a manual process using 
paper documents.  We are working with the courts to update DMV’s database using an 
electronic solution; in the interim, having the extra staff members is the only way to 
meet the federally-mandated reporting periods.   
  
Travel ($69,480) – Travel costs are for: 

•  DMV personnel to travel to locations statewide to conduct federally-
mandated update training for all CDL examiners; 

•  DMV personnel to travel to locations statewide to conduct federally-
mandated audits of CDL examiners; and 

•  Law enforcement personnel from communities throughout the state to 
travel to Anchorage for training on the electronic citation program. 

 
Contractual ($243,200) – The majority of this funding is for contract programmers to: 

•  Complete the federally-mandated subsystem that tracks medical cards and 
hazardous materials endorsements for CDL holders;  

•  Program the Toughbooks (heavy-duty laptop computers with GPS tracking 
capability) for federally-mandated CDL audits; and 

•  Analyze and debug DMV’s computer system to allow accurate reporting of errors 
from the CDL Information System. 
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Agency Contact:  Stacy Oates, 269-3782 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Gary Zepp, 465-5410 

 
Supplies ($10,200) – These funds will purchase fraudulent document detection devices; 
CDL training materials; and startup supplies for the two long-term staff. 
 
Equipment ($160,000) – These funds will purchase workstations for the two long-term 
staff, and the 42 Toughbooks for auditing CDL examiners. 





Agency Contact:  Barbara Reid, 465-1631  
Legislative Finance Contact:  Gary Zepp, 465-5410 

Department of Health and Social Services  
Division of Behavioral Health, Behavioral Health Grants 

 
 
Subject of RPL: MHTrust: Detox and Treatment 

Capacity Alternatives 
ADN/RPL #:  06-10-0010 

Amount requested:  $ 50,000 Appropriation Authority:  Ch13  SLA 2009  Sec1 
pg 5  ln 8  

Funding source:  Mental Health Trust 
Authority Authorized Receipts (MHTAAR) 

    Operating 

Statutory Authority:  AS 47.30.011-061;                   
AS 47.30.520-620; AS 47.30.655-915;                         
AS 37.07.080(h) 

 
PURPOSE  
The Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Behavioral Health is requesting 
approval to carry forward $50,000 of the Mental Health Trust Authority Authorized Receipts 
(MHTAAR) that will not be spent on the “Detox and Treatment Capacity Alternatives” project in 
FY2009 to FY2010.  This funding will allow the Division of Behavioral Health, City of Bethel and 
the Yukon Kuskokwim Health Corporation (YKHC) to continue to develop targeted strategies to 
relieve the pressure of Title 47’s 12-hour protective custody holds at the Yukon Kuskokwim 
Correctional Center and the Yukon Kuskokwim Delta Regional Hospital emergency room.  The 
goal of the program is to provide a safe alternative for inebriated individuals who are picked up 
by the Community Service Patrol (a new partner program in Bethel- Sobering Center) to be 
monitored as they sober up. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  Title 47 of Alaska civil commitment statutes (AS 47.30.660 
and 47.30.670 - 47.30.915) provides protection of the legal rights of persons suffering from 
mental illness.  The legislature has attempted to balance the individual's constitutional right to 
physical liberty and the state's interest in protecting society from persons who are dangerous to 
others and protecting persons who are dangerous to themselves by providing due process 
safeguards at all stages of commitment proceedings.  
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
The approved FY2009 budget for Division of Behavioral Health included $480,000 in MHTAAR 
funding for this project.  The FY2009 funds will not be fully spent and the Trust has approved the 
carry forward of the $50,000 balance.  These funds will be in addition to $500,000 MHTAAR 
funding that was approved in the FY2010 budget for the Mental Health Trust increment, “Detox 
and Treatment Capacity as alternatives to protective custody holds.”   
 
TIMING ISSUES 
The FY2010 increment in the Governor’s budget was reduced from $530,000 to $500,000 at the 
request of the Trust due to the economic downturns and forecasting.  Funding was approved by 
the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority at their April 9, 2009 Finance Board meeting, thereby 
acknowledging the availability of the funds.  Documentation of this approval has been provided 
as an attachment.  These funds will lapse on June 30, 2010. 
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Agency Contact:  Barbara Reid, 465-1631  
Legislative Finance Contact:  Gary Zepp, 465-5410 

BUDGETARY ISSUES 
This project and funding is aligned with the department’s goal to manage an integrated and 
comprehensive behavioral health system based on sound policy, effective practices, and open 
partnerships.  The funding will enable the department and division’s contribution to the goals of 
the Trust’s Disability Justice Focus Area to: 

•  Eliminate the use of jails and prisons for providing protective custody of Trust beneficiaries 
under Title 47 of Alaska’s Statutes. 

•  Prevent and reduce inappropriate or avoidable arrest, prosecution, incarceration, and 
recidivism of Trust beneficiaries. 

•  Ensure a continuum of services to Trust beneficiaries who require emergency intervention 
and/or protective custody or whose condition or behavior results in their involvement 
with the criminal justice system.   

 
In FY2009, funds were allocated to the grant line; the division anticipates allocating FY2010 funds 
in the same manner. There will be no new positions requested for this purpose and no effects on 
existing staff. The division will request additional $530,000 MHTAAR funding for FY2011. At this 
time, we are unable to determine if there will be a general fund impact following FY2011.  
Efficiencies have been achieved as a result of a series of community meetings, and the 
development of a steering committee of community stakeholders: Alaska Mental Health Trust 
Authority, Division of Behavioral Health, Department of Corrections, Yukon Kuskokwim Health 
Corporation, the City of Bethel and the Bethel Community Foundation. 
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment:  Although this RPL refers to the receipts as 
“carryforward”, that term unnecessarily complicates the budget process. Legislative Finance 
prefers to show the $50,000 unused in FY09 as a lapsing balance, with $50,000 of new MHTAAR 
receipts available in FY2010. That approach avoids modifying the RPL to show a zero dollar 
request with an extended lapse date. The committee may wish the record to reflect that the RPL 
will grant new FY2010 authority rather than  a carryforward of FY09 authorization. 

 
 















Agency Contact and Telephone:  Leta Simons, 465-3379 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Gary Zepp, 465-5410 

Office of the Governor for the 
Department of Natural Resources 

North Latitude Plant Material Center 
 

 
Subject of RPL:  Eradication of spotted 

knapweed (Centaurea stoebe) from known 
locations in Alaska 

ADN/RPL #:  01-9-8057 

Amount requested:  $100,000  Appropriation Authority:  Ch 17 
SLA 09 Sec 4  pg 7 ln 25 

Funding source: Federal Stimulus: ARRA 2009 
     Capital 

Statutory Authority:  AS 03.05.010, 
027, 030, AS 44.37.030 

 
PURPOSE 
The funds will be used to develop and implement a spotted knapweed eradication 
program in Alaska.  Efforts with these funds will involve manual control of known 
infestations, and public outreach to identify new infestations and create awareness of 
the issue.  Alaska is in a unique position in North America to eradicate spotted 
knapweed before it becomes well established and affects agriculture and other natural 
resources.  The funds are granted from the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
(USFWS) as part of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
This funding was not anticipated so there has been no previous consideration.  There 
are no current appropriations for this project and no current intent language in the 
appropriation bill.  No previous RPLs for this activity have been considered. 
 
TIMING ISSUES 
The grant application is pending and a signed contract is expected mid-June. The funds 
will be available immediately upon contract approval and will lapse October 2010.  The 
funds are needed now to implement the project during this growing season.  Delay 
would hinder appropriate timing of treatments of infestations.  Disapproval would 
delay and hinder eradication of a serious threat to natural and agricultural resources in 
Alaska.  Spotted knapweed is known in other parts of North America to cause serious 
ecological changes and infest farm land.  Delaying eradication increases the chances of 
diminished natural and agricultural resource production in Alaska.   
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
This funding fits into long-term plans and mission of the North Latitude Plant Materials 
Center.  The following is the line item distribution of the proposed expenditures: 
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Agency Contact and Telephone:  Leta Simons, 465-3379 
Legislative Finance Contact:  Gary Zepp, 465-5410 
 

 
   

Line Item Amount Explanation 

Personal Serv. $49,500 
Employee to oversee project and implement control (one 
existing employee) 

Travel $9,000 Travel to areas of the state with infestations 

Contractual $29,500 Local management contracts in areas with infestations. 

Commodities  $12,000 $10.0 data collection equipment, $2.0 field supplies 
 

This is a new project. Funds have not been expended. General funds are not required 
and this project will not replace existing general funds.  Depending on the project’s 
success and agency need, we anticipate the funding will be spent June 2009 through 
October 2010.  
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: This RPL requests approval to spend additional 
stimulus funds received through a grant process; no stimulus funds will be diverted 
from other Alaska projects and no general funds are required. The RPL can be 
reviewed strictly on the merits of the project: there are no technical issues with the 
RPL. 
 











 

Agency Contact: Leta Simons, 465-3379 
Legislative Finance Contact: Kelly Cunningham, 465-3821 
 

Department of Natural Resources 
Fire Suppression Preparedness 

 
 
Subject of RPL:  Forestry and Fire 
Economic Stimulus - Fire Fuels and 
Forest Management   

ADN/RPL #:  10-9-5174  

Amount requested:  $4,530,000 Appropriation Authority:  Ch 17, SLA 
2009,  Sec 4 pg 8 ln 14 

Funding source:  $4,030,000 Federal 
Stimulus:  ARRA 2009,  
$500,000 Statutory Designated Program 

Receipts 
Capital  

Statutory Authority:  AS 41.15.010-030, 
AS 41.17.010-055 

 
PURPOSE  
This request amends DNR authority to receive and expend federal American Recovery 
and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) funds and Statutory Designated Program Receipts 
(SDPR) for hazard fuels mitigation projects to decrease the risk of wildland fire.   
 
The Division of Forestry is receiving an additional $4,030,000 from the US Forest Service 
(USFS) to enter into cooperative agreements and fund projects with the:    

•  Kenai Peninsula Borough ($1,800,000)  
•  Municipality of Anchorage ($550,000) 
•  Chugach State Park ($180,000), and 
•  Matanuska-Susitna Borough ($1,500,000) 

 
The Division estimates it will need an additional 500,000 in SDPR authority to assist in 
these agreements.  
 
Projects are targeted to reduce wildfire fuels in high-risk areas, densely populated areas 
with expanses of highly volatile black spruce fuels, and in areas identified in 
Community Wildfire Protection Plans (CWPPs).   
  
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
Chapter 17, SLA 2009 (HB 199) contains $1,500,000 in ARRA federal funding authority 
with $1,000,000 in SDPR authority to perform fuels mitigation projects in interior 
Alaska.  
 
TIMING ISSUES 
The USFS solicited nationwide for competitive grant proposals to be funded by 
Economic Stimulus funds.  Confirmation from the USFS, with their intent to award 
grant funds for the projects listed above, was received on May 7, 2009.  Based on the  
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Agency Contact: Leta Simons, 465-3379 
Legislative Finance Contact: Kelly Cunningham, 465-3821 

USFS notification, the division submitted a grant application for the funding.  Award of 
the funding is being processed by the Anchorage Region X USFS State and Private 
Forestry office, and is expected to be signed in early June, 2009 with project 
implementation with the boroughs and municipality to occur in mid- to late- June, 2009.   
 
The grant will be effective through September 30, 2010.   This provides the state and 
cooperating local governments with less than two field seasons to perform the work, 
unless the grant is extended by the USFS.  Delay in authorizing funds limits the ability 
to accomplish the work because of the short field season in Alaska.  Denial would result 
in fire-prone acreage being “untreated” around high-risk areas including densely 
populated area and subdivisions.      
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
Fuels mitigation projects are accomplished only through various limited-duration 
agreements from federal grants or through funding from local governments with SDPR-
funded capital projects.  When funding is available, the USFS, boroughs, municipalities, 
and the division enter into cooperative agreements and grants to identify, plan, and 
accomplish fuels mitigation projects, in which all participants have mutual interest, 
which will reduce the threat of wildland fire.  
 
A large percentage of this funding will pass-through to the Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough, Kenai Peninsula Borough and the Anchorage Fire Department for hazard 
fuels reduction projects and Firewise education. There is no continuing or future 
obligation on the state’s part to fund mitigation projects with state funds.  Forestry does 
not have general funds to treat hazard fuels.   
 
Currently, there are two 20-person non-permanent crews (Wildland Fire and Resource 
Technicians) established to perform fuels mitigation work and to perform wildland fire 
suppression during periods of high fire activity in the greater Anchorage bowl and in 
the MatSu Borough.  The Division of Forestry will partner with these local governments 
and the Kenai Peninsula Borough to define the areas of fuels treatment and to decide on 
the best methods to accomplish the work.  It is anticipated that the two existing crews 
working from Palmer will be used to perform work for the Anchorage and MatSu 
projects.  There may be the need to create two more non-permanent crews to perform 
work in other areas or to augment existing crews, and the division anticipates creating 
at least one long-term non-permanent project and grant manager to develop 
agreements, ensure cooperators’ compliance with the terms of the agreements, report to 
the federal government on the use of ARRA funds, and provide direction to Forestry’s 
area offices which define the work sites with local governments.  Indirect will be 
collected on the projects based on DNR’s indirect rate proposal with the federal 
government.   
If the USFS approves more competitively solicited grant proposals, Forestry may utilize 
a portion of this authorization for additional ARRA Forestry work for projects that 
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Agency Contact: Leta Simons, 465-3379 
Legislative Finance Contact: Kelly Cunningham, 465-3821 

would begin in this summer field season, including Firewise education, community 
forestry and forest health, and fuels mitigation projects.  Forestry would then seek 
Legislative Budget and Audit (LB&A) approval for additional ARRA authority to 
receive and expand the increased grant awards. There is no allocation specific to Alaska 
for USFS Stimulus monies; instead, Alaska must compete for grant projects.  

  
Line Item Distribution: 
Personal Services $820,000 Non-permanent firefighting crews to perform 

fuels mitigation, non-perm grant and project 
manager 

Travel $30,000 Travel for field work and project management, 
inspection, agreement compliance 

Contractual $538,000 Mechanical fuels treatment, service contracts, 
indirect collection 

Commodities $97,000 Warehouse supplies, tree-felling supplies, misc. 
operating and non-capital equipment 

Grants $3,045,000 Cooperative agreements or grants with 
cooperating local governments 

 
SUMMARY  
While safe wildland fire suppression is a deliverable of the Division of Forestry, the 
ultimate successes are that wildland fires do not grow into large project fires and that 
fires are prevented from occurring through aggressive fire prevention, safe burning 
practices, forest and fuels management, and public education and awareness of 
Firewise concepts.  Hazardous fuels treatment reduces the risk of wildland fires, 
reduces the risk of costly large project fires, and increases safety of fire evacuation 
routes. 
 
This authorization allows the state to fund communities for their priority fuels 
reduction projects formally identified in CWPPs.  Reduction of hazardous fuels creates 
fire breaks, increases defensible space from threat of wildland fire, improves egress for 
evacuations, reduces human-caused wildland fire starts, and reduces property loss from 
wildland fire. Modifying and reducing the build up of hazardous fuels improves forest 
health, reduces the likelihood of catastrophic wildfire and will put Alaskans to work.  
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: This RPL requests approval to spend additional 
stimulus funds received through a competitive process; no stimulus funds will be 
diverted from other Alaska projects and no general funds are required. The RPL can 
be reviewed strictly on the merits of the project: there are no technical issues with the 
RPL. 
 
 











Agency Contact: Michelle Rizk, (907) 450-8187 
Legislative Finance Contact: Kelly Cunningham, 465-3821 

University of Alaska 
 
 

Subject of RPL: Thermal State of Permafrost ADN/RPL #: 45-9-1100 
Amount Requested: $859,861 
 

Appropriation Authority: Sec. 4, Ch. 17, 
SLA 2009, Page 9, Lines 12-16   

Funding Source: Federal Stimulus: ARRA 
2009 – Capital 

Statutory Authority: AS 14.40.40 
 

 
 
PURPOSE 
The requested federal stimulus receipt authority will allow the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks to accept a National Science Foundation award for a project entitled: “AON: 
Thermal State of Permafrost (TSP) in North America and Northern Eurasia:  The US 
Contribution to the International network of  Permafrost Observations (INPO).”  
 
This award is federally funded under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 (ARRA) (Public Law 111-5) and is subject to the ARRA Terms and Conditions, 
dated April, 2009. 
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
This project has not previously been considered.  This is a new multi-year federal award 
that is effective June 15, 2009 and expires May 31, 2014.  The award was issued on May 
21, 2009 and was not requested as part of the University’s FY09 budget. 
 
TIMING ISSUES 
On February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, which authorized short-term federal spending designed to 
stimulate the American economy.  Federal stimulus receipt authority is not included in 
the FY09 budget because ARRA funding was not available for application until 
February 17, 2009.  Proposal No. ARC-0856864 was submitted in September, 2008, but 
not approved until the additional National Science Foundation funding thru ARRA 
became available.   
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
This project is directly aligned with the University of Alaska’s long term plans and 
mission:  “The University of Alaska Fairbanks, the nation’s northernmost Land, Sea and 
Space Grant University and international research center, advances and disseminates 
knowledge through teaching, research and public service with an emphasis on Alaska, 
the circumpolar North and their diverse peoples.  UAF – America’s Arctic University – 
promotes academic excellence, student success and lifelong learning.”  
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Agency Contact: Michelle Rizk, (907) 450-8187 
Legislative Finance Contact: Kelly Cunningham, 465-3821 
 

No State General Funds will be used, nor is any match required.  The federal stimulus 
funds will be expended between FY09-FY14.  An indirect cost is being charged to the 
award to cover the administrative cost of the program.   
 
The total amount of the award is $1,859,861. This request adds an additional $859,861 to 
the University’s existing FY09 federal economic stimulus authority for competitive, 
discretionary, and incentive grants capital project appropriation contained within Sec. 4, 
Ch. 17, SLA 2009. 
 
A copy of the award letter for Award No. ARC-0856864 is attached, along with the 
budget document detailing expenditures for the life of the grant.   
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: This RPL requests approval to spend additional 
stimulus funds received through a competitive process; no stimulus funds will be 
diverted from other Alaska projects and no general funds are required. The RPL can 
be reviewed strictly on the merits of the project: technical issues with the RPL were 
resolved when the University agreed to replace an operating request with this capital 
request. 
 
 

















Agency Contact: Michelle Rizk, (907) 450-8187 
Legislative Finance Contact: Kelly Cunningham, 465-3821 

 University of Alaska 
 
 

Subject of RPL: UAF Alaska Region 
Research Vessel 

ADN/RPL #: 45-9-1101 

Amount Requested: $32,070,000 
 

Appropriation Authority: Sec. 4, Ch. 17, 
SLA 2009, Page 9, Lines 8-11   

Funding Source: Federal Stimulus: ARRA 
2009 – Capital 

Statutory Authority: AS 14.40.40 
 

 
 
PURPOSE 
The requested federal stimulus receipt authority will allow the University of Alaska 
Fairbanks to accept a National Science Foundation (NSF) award for a project entitled: 
“Construction and operation of the Alaska Region Research Vessel: Phase III - Shipyard 
Construction Costs.”  
 
This award is federally funded under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 
2009 (ARRA) (Public Law 111-5) and is subject to the ARRA Terms and Conditions, 
dated April, 2009. 
 
PREVIOUS LEGISLATIVE CONSIDERATION 
This request is a new multi-year federal award that is effective May 15, 2009 and expires 
April 30, 2014.  The award was issued on May 27, 2009.  Federal stimulus receipt 
authority of $116,000,000 for the Alaska Regional Research Vessel was requested as part 
of the University’s FY09 capital budget in anticipation of the NSF federal stimulus 
award.  In addition, $80,000,000 of non-stimulus federal receipt authority has been 
previously approved by the legislature in Sec. 1, Ch. 159, SLA 2004, page 49, lines 24-25.  
 
Legislative Fiscal Analyst Comment: At this time, the University anticipates the total 
project cost to be $196 million.  The additional $32,070,000 of federal stimulus 
authorization included in this RPL brings the total stimulus authority in line with 
the NSF award amount.  The University plans to expend Stimulus funds and their 
FY05 federal (non-stimulus) funds of $80,000,000 as required and will lapse any 
excess receipt authority.   
 
TIMING ISSUES 
On February 17, 2009, President Obama signed into law the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009, which authorized short-term federal spending designed to 
stimulate the American economy.  The original proposal for the vessel was submitted in 
August 2007.  When ARRA funds became available to the NSF, Proposal No. OCE-
0939812 was submitted and approved on May 27, 2009.   
 
BUDGETARY ISSUES 
This project is directly aligned with the University of Alaska’s long term plans and 
mission:  “The University of Alaska Fairbanks, the nation’s northernmost Land, Sea and 



Agency Contact: Michelle Rizk, (907) 450-8187 
Legislative Finance Contact: Kelly Cunningham, 465-3821 

Space Grant University and international research center, advances and disseminates 
knowledge through teaching, research and public service with an emphasis on Alaska, 
the circumpolar North and their diverse peoples.  UAF – America’s Arctic University – 
promotes academic excellence, student success and lifelong learning.”  
 
No State General Funds will be used, nor is any match required.  The federal stimulus 
funds will be expended between FY09-FY14.   
 
The total amount of the award is $148,070,000.  This request adds an additional 
$32,070,000 to the University’s existing FY09 federal economic stimulus authority for 
the UAF Alaska Region Research Vessel contained within Sec. 4, Ch. 17, SLA 2009. 
 
A copy of the award letter for Award No. OCE-0939182 is attached. 
 
 


















