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Cone eSS On behalf of the Alaska Chapter AAP I would like to lend our chapter’s support for SB 72
E-mail: liylou@mindspring.com that will update and modernize our Child Safety Seat laws to include the use of booster
Chapter Executive Director seats, and to spell out safe practices of child restraint devices that are appropriate for
o et infants and children of all ages.

Anchorage, AK 99507
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Eo D7 /RABE035 Seat belts are made for adults. Children should stay in a booster seat until adult seat belts
E-mail: jtower@alaska.com fit correctly, usually when the child reaches 4° 9 in height and is between 8 and 12 years
Chapter Web site of age. The Alaska Chapter AAP recommends that state child safety seat laws are brought

www/aapalaska.org

up to this standard.
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1;;(1 GNoﬂhv:,eth Poir:Lt 23';07 00 Results from the 2007 National Survey of the Use of Booster Seats conducted by the

iairhons ke National Center for Statistics and Analysis of the National Highway Traffic Safety

Eax: *?(*1{33;-80%) Administration reveals alarmingly that booster seat use rates for children ages 6 and 7
-malil: Kiasaocs@aap.or: . . .

——— e dropped from 36 percent in 2006 to 25 percent in 2007. The study concludes that there is

premature graduation of children from birth to age 12 to restraint types that are
inappropriate for their height or weight.

SB 72 would help to alleviate confusion among parents and caregivers as to which safety
devices are appropriate for their children. Alaska’s pediatricians are happy to do their part
by counseling parents during doctors’ visits on how to keep their children safe while riding
in vehicles.
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