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The League of Women Voters of Alaska is a non-partisan political organization that encourages informed and
active citizen participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and
influences public policy through education and advocacy. We write today to comment on SSHB 36, “An Act
relating to ballot initiative proposal applications and to ballot initiatives.” While there are provisions of the bill
that would improve and strengthen the process in Alaska, others would effectively put the initiative process out of

the reach of the average citizen.

Direct democracy through popular initiatives and referenda began a century ago as a grassroots, progressive
reform aimed at circumventing corrupt legislatures, increasing civic involvement and wresting control of the
state’s political process away from well-heeled special interest groups. The initiative process places legislative
power directly in the hands of the voters.

After exhaustive study, in 2001 the Alaska League adopted a position (attached) in support of the existing
initiative process and made several recommendations for improvements. The League’s official position supports
“disclosure on each initiative petition of the names(s) or group(s) that is paying the gatherer and how they are
paid, such as by signature or by the hour.” For that reason, the League is in favor of the provision in SSHB 36 that
requires individuals and groups to disclose their financial involvement in preparing and filing an initiative. Voters
need to know all sources of support for a proposed ballot initiative in order to make an informed choice regarding

support or opposition.

In addition, the League supports the provision in SSHB 36 that reforms the way in which initiative petition
collectors are paid. The current practice of paying by the signature creates an incentive that contributes to fraud
and erodes the people’s trust and support of the initiative process.

The League cannot support three provisions in the bill that would create major barriers to citizen’s participation of
the initiative process. First, banning an unsuccessful ballot initiative for a two-year “election cycle” is overly
restrictive and most likely unconstitutional. We do not believe the legislature has the right to dictate the behavior
of citizens as they exercise their right to the law-making process. In addition, requiring a standing committee of
the legislature to review the initiative language is intrusive and provides the opportunity for the legislature to kil
an initiative with simple inaction. Finally, the provision that requires public hearings in 30 House districts would
be a financial burden that only the most well resourced groups can successfully mount — this provision alone has
the potential to kill access to the initiative process for the average Alaskan. We urge you to amend SSHB36 to
remove these provisions.

Thank you for your consideration of our perspective. Please contact me at 452-4532 for further information
pertaining to the Alaska League's positions.

Sincerely,

/s/ Marilyn Russell, President
League of Women Voters of Alaska



Government Position: STATUTORY INITIATIVE PROCESS, ALASKA’S

STATEMENT OF POSITION

The League of Women Voters of Alaska supports the existing initiative process and makes the following
recommendations:

e Initiatives should be voted on only at General Elections, not special or primary elections.

* Support change that requires simplicity and clarity of the wording of initiative questions with a “yes”
vote to indicate in favor of the measure and a “no” vote to indicate opposition to the measure.

* Support disclosure on each initiative petition of the name(s) or group(s) that is paying the gatherer and
how they are paid, such as by signature or by the hour.

» Support the requirement for not less than 500 qualified voters as sponsors to the prospective petition
with the Lieutenant Governor's office.

» Support the requirement for a number of valid signatures not less than ten (10%) percent of the total
number of the votes cast in the preceding general elections.

* Support a formula for at least 50 signatures in each of two-thirds of the legislative districts in order to
reflect statewide interest in a measure.

e Support the requirement an attorney general advisory opinion as to the constitutionality of each
proposed initiative after it has qualified for the ballot, such opinion to be published in the State Election
Pamphlet.

¢ Support the existing limit on time for collecting signatures to one year.

» Support the requirement for a cost analysis to be on each initiative petition.

® Support the requirement that signature gatherers be qualified voters of Alaska.
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