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SPONSOR STATEMENT & SECTIONAL ANALYSIS
HCR 8: UNIFORM RULES: MEASURE SPONSORS/READINGS
"Proposing amendments to the Uniform Rules of the Alaska State Legislature relating to withdrawing measures, to sponsors of measures, to prefiling measures, and to the three readings of bills.
HCR 8 proposes a number of technical changes to the Uniform Rules regarding withdrawing of measures, sponsorship of measures and prefiling of measures.
Sec. 1.  Amends Rule 27(b); measures may be withdrawn while in the possession of the house of origin and prior to being transmitted to the second house.  Only the prime sponsor, all joint prime sponsors in agreement, or the chair of the committee that introduced the measure may move to withdraw the measure.  The existing rule does not address the issue of who may properly attempt to withdraw a measure introduced by more than one sponsor or by a committee
Sec. 2.  Amends Rule 36; allows prefiling of all measures, the existing rule allows only prefiling of bills and resolutions proposing amendments to the constitution.  All joint prime sponsors must approve a final.  Section 2 also increases the number of measures a sponsor may prefile; sponsors may prefile 10 measures as sole prime sponsor and up to an additional 20 measures as joint prime sponsor.

Sec. 3.  Amends Rule 37(a); joint prime sponsorship is permitted for any measure introduced by members, not just prefiled legislation.  When the measure is in possession of the house of origin, joint prime sponsors may be added after a measure has been introduced, along with cosponsors.  When the measure is in possession of the second house, a member of that house may be added as a cross cosponsor.  The governor is specifically permitted to introduce all measures, nor just bills, through the Rules Committees.

Secs. 4 and 5.  Amends Rule 39(b),(d); permits the presiding office to direct the clerk or secretary to dispense with the first and third reading of the full title of a bill; these sections have been removed in the CS before the committee.

Please contact Allison Laffen at 465-2840 with any questions.
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