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You asked for information on the value of prekindergarten programs. Specifically, you asked for
a brief summary of current reports or studies that analyze the value of prekindergarten programs.
In addition, you asked for a summary of Alaska's prekindergarten program that was discontinued

in fiscal year 2003.

As you may know, prekindergarten programs (Pre-K) are generally defined as direct educational
services to children who are not yet eligible for kindergarten. Usually, this refers to children ages
3 and 4, but occasionally may apply to younger children. Please keep in mind that there are a
number of terms that are used interchangeably with prekindergarten including early education,
preschool, early learning, school readiness, and child development. Although more than one-
third of states provide state funding supplements to Head Start programs, these generally are not

considered state-funded prekindergarten programs.

SUMMARY

According to the National Education Association (NEA), children who attend high quality
prekindergarten programs are better prepared for kindergarten, have better Ianguage and math
skills, better cognitive and social skills, and better relationships with classmates.! In addition,
they note that children who attend prekindergarten are less likely to drop out of school, repeat
grades, need special education, or get in trouble with the law when they are older. They also
note that children with disadvantaged backgrounds, such as low-income or a single parent
household, generally benefit more from quality prekindergarten programs than do children who
are not disadvantaged. The NEA advocates for universal high quality prekindergarten programs
because it “represents one of the best investments our country can make.”

According to the Education Commission of the States (ECS), forty-three states currently fund
early learning programs for young children, up from about ten states in 1980.2 Generally, the
goal of these programs is to promote school readiness so children have a better chance of future
success, both in school and in life. The ECS notes that implementation of state-funded
prekindergarten programs varies widely. As examples, some programs are half day, others fuil
day; some programs are for only four-year-olds, others include three-year-olds, while others offer
services to infants and toddlers; some prekindergarten programs are operated through local
school districts, while others offer services through public and private centers. The ECS also
notes that most states target programs for children with an identified risk factor such as poverty,
low parental education, teen parents, and English as a second language. Some states and cities,
however, are working towards making quality prekindergarten programs universally available.

' The National Education Association (NEA) works to advance the cause of public education in the United States.
The NEA is the nation's largest professional employee organization, with 2.7 million members who work at every level of
education, from pre-school to university graduate programs. The NEA has affiliate organizations in every state, as well as
in more than 14,000 local communities across the United States. The NEA's URL is Mttp./Avww. nea. org/index htmi,

? The Education Commission of the States (ECS) is a nonprofit, nonpartisan interstate compact created in 1965 to
improve public education by facilitating the exchange of information, ideas, and experiences among state policymakers
and education leaders. The URL for the ECS is hftp./Avww.ecs.org/.
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State Legisiatures (NCsL), Georgia and Oklahoma were
the first states to expand preschool to aj) four-year-olds.? Florida, Maryland, New York and West
irgini heir universal programs. The NCSL also notes that 36
in 2005, and at least 28 states considered expanding
ational Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER),
10 percent of al| three- and four-year-olds in the nation,
# The NIEER estimates that state spending

We identified numerous reports or studies
prekindergarten programs,
generally more recent than others, often cited a
that has been evaluated with some scientific ri
prekindergarten activities in the United States.

Although the report provided very little information about the program, the researchers noted that
Oklahoma's high prekindergarten teacher education requirements, and the state’s willingness to
compensate prekindergarten teachers at the same level asg elementary and secondary school
teachers in the public schools, distinguishes thig program from others,

We inciude the report, entitled "The Effects of Universal Pre-K on Cognitive Development," as
Attachment A,

—

' The National Conference of State Legislatures (NCSL), founded in 19
the legislators and staffs of the nation's 50 states, commonwealths, and terr,
technical assistance and opportunities for policymakers to exchange ideas o
http #www ncsi. orgindex. htrmit

75,15 a bipartisan organization that serves
tories. The NCSL provides research,
1 most state issues. The URL for the NCSL is

supports early chidhoog education ingtiatives by
e NIEER was established at Rutgers University's
Trusts. The URL for the NIEER s http.ineer cry/

‘The Naticnal Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER?
providing objective, nonpartisan information based on research Th
Graduate School of Education with a grant from The Pew Charitabla
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THE EFFECTS OF STATE PREKINDERGARTEN PROGRAMS ON YOUNG CHILDREN'S SCHOOL
READINESS IN FIVE STATES

In 2004, the National Institute for Early Education Research (NIEER), examined a sample of more
than 5,000 four-year-olds enrolled in high-quality, state-funded prekindergarten programs in the
states of Michigan, New Jersey, Oklahoma, South Carolina, and West Virginia. The Institute
compared achievement scores of children who just completed the preschool program with the
scores of a sample of children who did not participate in a program. The results of the
examination found significant improvement in children's early language, literacy, and
mathematical development, regardless of the child's racial or economic background.

Among other things, the study found that the children who attended state-funded prekindergarten
programs showed gains in vocabulary scores about 31 percent greater than the gains of those
children who did not participate in a program. The researchers note that these higher scores
translate into an additional four months of progress in vocabulary growth. In mathematics,
including basic number concepts and such tasks as simple addition and subtraction, telling time,
and counting money, the children who participated in the state-funded preschool improved their
math skills by 44 percent compared to children who did not participate in a program.

As we noted above, this study examined programs in five states—Michigan, New Jersey,
Oklahoma, South Carolina and West Virginia. The programs in Michigan, New Jersey and South
Carolina target at-risk children (usually low-income children), while the programs in Oklahoma
and West Virginia are universal. Although each state program is unique, all required licensed
teachers with four-year college degrees and certification in early childhood. These programs also
maintain low teacher to child ratios (the highest ratio being one teacher to ten children), and low
maximum class sizes (the highest being 20 students). Unfortunately the report did not provide

any additional information regarding the studied programs.

We include "The Effects of State Prekindergarten Programs on Young Children's School
Readiness in Five States" as Attachment B.

THE 2004 STATE PRESCHOOL YEARBOOK

In 2004, the National Institute for Early Education Research produced the 2004 State Preschool
Yearbook that summarizes state-funded prekindergarten programs in the United States during
the 2002-2003 school year. This document is parsed into three sections, the first of which
provides background information on preschool education in the United States, a description of the
methods used by the NIERR to collect and analyze the data, a national summary of NIEER’s
findings, and NIEER's national policy recommendations. The second section provides detailed
profiles of each state's policies regarding preschool access, quality standards, and resources.
The last section of the report includes tables that provide the compilete survey data obtained from
every state, Head Start and child care data. A few of the findings from the NIEER's study are as

follows.
¢ In 2002-2003, 38 states funded one or more prekindergarten initiatives
serving a total of nearly 740,000 children (this represents an increase of

45,000 students from the previous school year). Access was uneven across
states, however, with 10 states accounting for over three-quarters of

enrollment.
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State prekindergarten injt
year-olds as three-year-olds in 2002-2003. Twenty states enrolled at least

10 percent of their four-year-olds in state preschoo| Programs, but only three
states served at least 10 percent of their three-year-oids.

>

¢ In 2002-2003, twelve states dig not have a state-funded prekindergarten
program.

¢ State policies regarding quality standards were inconsistent. For example,
one state may emphasize comprehensive services while another stresses

teacher qualifications.

Only 13 state prekindergarten initiatives required teachers to have both a
bachelor's degree and specialized training in early childhood education. [n
addition, only 13 programs required teachers to be paid on a public school

salary scale.

¢ State funding for Prekindergarten initiatives totaled $2.54 billion in 2002-
2003. Over three-fifths of this funding was from five states~Ca!ifornia,
Georgia, New Jersey, New York, and Texas, Inadequate funding severely

limited access and quality in most states.

State spending
than $1,000 in Maryland to more than $8,700 in New Jersey. State spending
t $3,500, less than half of the total funding provided

per child in federa| Head Start or public K-12 education.

8n items to compare standards of quality across ifferent state

* The NIEER uses a quaiity standards checklist of ¢
prekindergarten Frograms.
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THE HIGH/SCOPE PERRY PRESCHOOL PROJECT

According to Education Week, "The High/Scope Perry Preschool Project is perhaps the best-
known study of the long-term effects of a high-quality prekindergarten education.” During the
mid-1960s, the High/Scope Educational Research Foundation selected and tracked a group of
123 African-Americans, age 3 or 4, who were born in poverty and at high risk of failing in school.?
The children were randomly divided into a program group who received a high-quatity preschool
program based on High/Scope's participatory learning approach, and a comparison group who
received no preschool program. This study provides a comprehensive evaluation of the long-
term effect of quality prekindergarten on the lives of the participating students.

In their most recent evaluation of this group of students, the age of which was about 40, the
High/Scope Educational Research Foundation was able to interview 97 percent of the study
participants still living. Some of this study's major findings are as follows.

¢ A greater percentage of the group who received high-quality early education
graduated from high school than did the non-program group (65% vs. 45%).
This proved to be particularly true for the female participants {(84% vs. 32%).

A smaller percentage of females who received high-quality early education

.
required treatment for mental impairment than did the non-program females
(8% vs. 36%).

+ A smaller percentage of females who received high-quality early education

had to repeat a grade than did the non-program females (21% vs. 41%).

¢ The group who received high-quality early education on average
outperformed the non-program group on various intellectual and language
tests during their early chiidhood years, on school achievement tests
between ages 9 and 14, and on literacy tests at ages 19 and 27.

¢ A greater percentage of the group who received high-quality early education
was employed at age 40 than was the non-program group (76% vs. 62%).

¢ The group who received high-quality early education had median annual
earnings more than $5,000 higher than the non-program group ($20,800 vs.

$15,300).

A greater percentage of the group who received high-quality early education
owned their own homes (37% vs. 28%).

A greater percentage of the group who received high-quality early education
had a savings account than did the non-program group (76% vs. 50%).

* The High/Scope Educational Research Foundation is an independent nonprofit research, development, training,
and public advocacy organization. High:Scope's mission is "o lift lives through education.” Among cther things, the
High. Scope Educaticnal Research Foundation provides training to preschool and elementary teachers and administrators,
conducts research on the effectiveness of educational programs, and develops curncula for infant, toddler, creschoo,
elementary, and adolescent programs. The URL for the High Scope Educational Research Foundation is

attp.'www highscope.org/index.asp.
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Signiﬁcantly fewer members of the group who received high-quality early
Gare than the non-program group were ever arrested for viglent crimes (32%
vs. 48%), property crimes (36% vs. 58%), or drug crimes (14% vs, 34%).

¢ The Perry Preschool program had four teachers for 20 to 25 children.

¢ The Perry Preschool program was a two schoo] year program, starting at age
three.

¢ The Perry Preschool program consisted of daily classes (five days a week) of

two-and-a-hajf hours or more.

and review their own work. The classroom was arranged and the day was
scheduled to support children's self-initiated learning activities.

¢ Perry Preschool Program teachers visiteq with families at home, at least once
every two weeks.

We include The High/Scope Perry Preschool Study Through Age 40, Summary, Conclusions, and
Frequently Asked Questions as Attachment D.7

—
: Additional mformation on the High. Scope Perry Preschoot Preiect can be ‘cund at
hito. Mwww highscope c,'g/!?essafch/ParrfoQ/ecbperryma/n‘ htm.
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ABECEDARIAN EARLY CHILDHOOD INTERVENTION PROJECT

The Abecedarian Early Childhood Intervention Project began in the 1970s by the FPG Child
Development Institute at the University of North Carclina at Chapel Hill.®  The Abecedarian
Project scientifically studied the potentiai benefits of early childhood education for children from
low-income families. Children who were selected to participate in the program received fuil-time,
high-quality instruction in a childcare setting from infancy through age five. Each child had an
individualized plan of educational activities. These activities focused on social, emotional, and
cognitive areas of development, and gave particular emphasis to language development. The
children's progress was monitored over time with follow-up studies conducted at ages 12, 15, and

21.

So far, the findings demonstrate that important, long-lasting benefits are associated with the high-
quality early childhood program. A sample of the benefits experienced by the program
participants gleaned from the young-adult assessment (age 21) are as follows.

The children who received early childhood education in the Abecedarian
program are projected to make roughly $143,000 more over their lifetimes
than those who did not take part in the program.

*

The mothers of children who were enrolled in the program also expect
earnings of about $133,000 more over their lifetimes than the mothers of the

children who did not take part in the program.

School districts saved more than $11,000 per child because participants are
less likely to require special or remedial education.

The children who received early childhood education in the Abecedarian
project had higher cognitive test scores from the toddler years to age 21.

Academic achievement in both reading and math was higher from the
primary grades through young aduithood for the children who received early

childhood education in the Abecedarian project.

The children who participated in the program completed more years of
education and were more likely to attend a four-year college.

The mothers of the children who participated in the program achieved higher
educational and employment status than did the mothers of the children who
were not in the program. These results were especially pronounced for teen

mothers.

Taxpayers received four dollars in benefits for every dollar spent on high-
quality early education programs.

* FPG Child Development institute is a muttidisciplinary institute at The University of North Caralina at Chapef Hill
The nstitute’s mission is lo cuitivate and share the knowledge necessary to enhance child development and family
weilbeing. The institute, through grants and contracts, conducts research and provides outreach services. The URL ‘or

the FPG Child Development institute is http..'www fpg.unc. edu/index.cfm.
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ished children ages five and younger, including nNewborns, In making this
in brain research that indicate the most critica)

neurological development occurs between birth and age three.
In Summary, the authors maintain that economic development schemes based on attracting

specific companies or industries often waste taxpayer dollars, whereas investment in early
childhood development yields high and dependable returns, in turn aiding long-term economic

EARLY Epuca TION IN THE STATES: A YEAR N RevieEw—2004

In March 2005, the National Conference of State Legisiatures (NCsSL) produced, Early Education
n the States: A Year in Reviewu-—2004, to provide detailed information about actions of state
legislatures on early education issues, Among other things, this report contains a brief review of
the research on early education, NCSL’s Comments on the role of state legislatures in early
education, and a state-by-state Summary of state bills, acts, éxecutive orders, and proposals

made in 2004 that pertain to early education.

In addition to summarizing many of the reports or studies we discussed above, the NCSL notes
that incorporated into recent child development initiatives are three new Components: enhancing

T
i e of 12 regional Reserve Banks that, together with the Board of
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the role of parents; promoting innovation at the local level; and establishing state-level planning

councils.

The NCSL notes that generally, state legislators should approach early education from a number
of different perspectives. In some cases, early education has been one part of a larger education
reform effort. Lately, legislators have made connections between early education and a state’s
ability to meet requirements of the No Child Left Behind Act. State legislators also view early
education as part of the solution to reducing the achievement gap for children before they enter
the early elementary grades. In addition, the positive results demonstrated in long-term economic
research have prompted policymakers to consider early education as a long-term investment.

We include Early Education in the States: A Year in Review—2004 as Attachment G.

OTHER INFORMATIVE SOURCES

During the course of our research, we identified additional sources of early childhood education
information that you may find useful. We identify these sources and their website address in

Table 1.

Table 1: Sources of Early Childhood Education Information |

Organization URL
m&%&%&ggg t Center, www.wilder.org/programs.0.html
Education and Early Leamning,
Committee for Economic www.ced.org/projects/educ.shtml
Development
gtc:.t:ecgtlon Commission of the www.ecs.org/ecsmain.asp?page=/html/issue.asp?issuelD=184
Foundation for Child
Development www.ffcd.org/
National Child Care Information necic.org/

Center Online Library
National Education Association f www.nea.org/index.html

National Scientific Council on the | developinachild.net/
Developing Child www. pingenia.

The RAND Corporation
Ready4K, Minnesota's School { ready4k.org/

www.rand.org/pubs/online/education/index.htmi

Readiness Program
Strategies for Children: Early i ) .

Education for All Campaign j ww,strateg/esfomh//drenorg/eea/eea_home.htm
The Trust for Early Education j www . trustforearfyed.org/

U.S. Department of Education www.ed goviteachers/how/early/edpicks jhtmi?src=qc
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ALASKA’S TWo-YEAR KINDERGARTEN PROGRAM

As you know, Chapter 50, SLA 2003 (House Bill 154) amended Alaska Statute 14.03.080(c) to
restrict education foundation formula funding of four-year olds aftending kindergarten. At the
time, approximately 30 of the 53 school districts in Alaska offereq some form of a two-year
kindergarten program, allowing both four- and five-year olds to attend (some school districts
allowed all four-year olds to attend while others did not). Chapter 50, SLA 2003 restricts
foundation formuia funding to four-year olds for whom there s a realistic expectation that the child
will successfully progress through the kindergarten curriculum and advance to the first grade the
following school year.  According to the Department of Education and Early Development's
(DEED) fiscal note attached to HB 154, this amendment resulted in g savings of approximately

$3.9 million,

Although the letter of intent Governor Murkowski includeg with HB 154 noted the $3.9 million
saving that would result from the e actment of HB 154, the saving does not appear to be the
primary motivation for the bill, Eddy Jeans, Manager of the School Finance and Facilities Section
of the Alaska Department of Education and Early Development, testifled during a House

wanted to fund four-year-oids in the kindergarten-through-12th-grade program.’® He also pointed
to an equity issue as not every schoo| district in Alaska took advantage of the “loop-hole” in the
law, According to Mr. Jeans, it would cost the state approximately $60 to $62 million annually to
provide kindergarten for all four-year olds. Mr. Jeans noted that this estimate does not include
any improvements to the Capacity of districts’ facilities, such as providing adequate classroom

space.

four-year-olds, In Some districts it hag shown that bringing kids in at four years olg has helped
them progress "'’ He also noted that the fundamental issue répresented by HB 154 is whether
the policy makers want to fund a statewide two-year kindergarten program through the foundation

formula.

T TT—— e
“ Eddy Jeans, now the Director of Schoal Finance with the Alaska Department of Education ang Earty Development,
can be comtacted at 907-465-2891

"in addition, in November 2001, the Alaska State Board of Education and Earty Development adopted a resoiution
calling for voluntary preschoof for alf three- ang four-year-olg children. The resolution alse expresses support for the
development of pilot praschoof programs in communities with iow achievement scores on state exams, high poverty, and
'ack of Head Start or ather early development programs.
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ALASKA COMMUNITY PRESCHOOL PROJECT - ALASKA'S PRESCHOOL PILOT
PROGRAM

During each of the last two state fiscal years, the DEED received federally earmarked money to
help fund the Alaska Community Preschool Project. During FY2005, the DEED distributed
$800,000, through a competitive process, to seven school districts (serving eight communities), to
offer high-quality preschool.12 During FY20086, the program received $496,000 and funded
services in seven communities in six districts (Juneau, Hoonah, King Cove, Sand Point, Bethel,
Unalakleet and Minto). Federal funding for FY2007 has not been determined.

The purpose of this project is to augment existing preschool programs, that often operate in
partnership with other entities such as Head Start, to bring them up to the teaching standards
prescribed by the Feuerstein Instrumental Enrichment—Basic education model. So far the project

has served roughly 200 children."

READY TO READ, READY TO LEARN TASK FORCE

In May 2005, Governor Murkowski called for the establishment of the Ready to Read, Ready to
Learn Task Force. The governor charged this task force with identifying the following:

Ways Alaskans can improve the readiness of preschoolers to read and learn,

.
( ¢ Ways families can become better at teaching children to listen, speak, read
and write,
¢ Ways preschools and childcare centers can provide the best possible start

for children,

¢ Ways the business community can participate in this effort, and

¢ Ways state and local governments can support the effort.

7 in FY2005, the DEED received a total $1.2 million, and spent the money not directed to district programs on
training and materials. Paul S. Sugar, Education Speciaiist il with the Department of Education and Early Development,

can be reached at 907-465-4862.

? The International Center for the Enhancement of Learning Potential (ICELP), the Feuerstein Instrumental
Ennchment-Basic program is directed toward the younger child, from approximately three to seven years of age, and the
very low functioning older individual. The program is designed for use in a classroom group setting, for smaller groups of
targeted learners, and as a ane-tg-one therapeutic intervention The program aiso provides an “early intervention” to
enable students who are developmentally at risk, or those individuals who have not acquired basic foundationat
knowledge and skills, to respond to direct stmuii and develop cogmitive functions.
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First Lady Nancy Murkowski is the Chair of Task Force while the Alaska Humanities Forum has
the lead in establishing and administering the task force, '

According to the Alaska Department of Health and Socia| Services, Governor Murkowski will ask
the Alaska Legislature to provide $750,000 in fiscal year 2007 to improve childhood literacy and
learning. This was announced by Nancy Murkowski at the Ready to Read, Ready to Learn Task
Force held in Anchorage on November 10, 2005, The Department of Heaith and Social Services
and the Department of Education ang Early Development wil use the funds to carry out
recommendations Currently being developed by the task force.

We include the Ready to Read, Ready to Learn Task Force’s most recent newsletter "Task Force
News" as Attachment H.

I hope you find this information to be useful. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have

questions or need additional information.

—_—

" The Alaska Humanities Forum was founded in 1972 by the National Endowmaent for the Humanties INER), the

Forum is one of 56 state and terntorial groups also supported by the NEH. The Forum s a 501(ci(3) nan-profit
organization with a mission 'o “use the wisdom and methods of the humanites 10 enrich the civie, intellectual and Cultural
life of al Alaskans - The Ready to Read, Ready to Learn Task Force URL IS QD www akhforgReadytoRead,ECL-

Summut htmi.
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Attachment G

Attachment H
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LESSLALYE RESEARCH REPIRT 6 526

D
!
JANLARY 4 2006 — Pace 15
THE VALLE 5F Prg MINCERGAKTEN PRCGRAMS



e AR S

T A A

L;’ .

STATE AND FEDERAL FUNDING FOR HEAD START

PREPARED FOR REPRESENTATIVE LES GARA

By Becky TAYLOR, LEGISLATIVE ANALYST

You asked for the level of state and federal funding for the Head Start program for FY04 through
FY06, and the Governor's proposal for FY07. You were also interested in the number of children
enrolled for each of those years, and an estimate of the number of children that could be enrolied

under the Governor's FYQ7 proposal.

Although state funding for the Head Start program remains fairly consistent under the Governor’s
proposed budget for fiscal year 2007, an anticipated one percent decrease in federal funds could
reduce the program’s overall funding level. Table 1 shows state and federal funding for FYQ4-
FY06, as well as proposed funding for FY07. A one percent reduction in federal funds would
resultin a $272,394 decrease in total federal and state funding for the Head Start program from
FYO06 to FY07. Based on the average amount of state and federal funding per child served during
FY04 and FY05, we estimate that a one percent decrease in federal funding could result in 29

fewer children served.’

Table 2 shows the number of children served by the Head Start program for FY04 and FYO05, as
well as estimates for the end of FY06 and FY07. Table 3 provides a more detailed description of
the number of children served by the Head Start program so far this year, and the number of

children on the waitlist by grantee.

e ————

' Paul Sugar, Education Stecalist for the Department of Education and Early Develcpment, gcints cut that this
methcd, which assumes a consistent cost per child served, may nct accurately reflect how the Hoad Start program
crerates  Ulimately, local grantees decide how to handle budget cuts, and determine whether siofs are lost. He naotes
that scme sites may be able tc maintain the number of chuldren they serve for a few years by shuffling resources Mr.
Sugar :an be reached at 907" 465-4862.
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r Table 1: State and Federal Funding for Head Start, FY04-FY07
Funding Source FYO04 FYO05 FY06 FY07
(authorized) (authorized) (authorized) (proposed)

27,809,200 28,023,489 28,029,389 | 27,749,095

Total Federal !
I s [ r.,__k UM N %,, [
27,779,289 27,779,289

Direct Funding to Grantees 27,500,000
—— : undetermined
Funding to the State 309,200 244,200 250,100
6,385,200 6,320,700 6,330,400 6,338,300

Total Federal and State 34,194,400 34,344,189 34,359,789 34,087,395

ed 1% cut in federal Head Start funds.
faderal government to organizations that are Head Start
e state to facilitate collaboration at the state, regional, and

Notes: The federal figure for FY07 reflects a project
The vast majority of federal funds go directly from the
grantees; however, a small amount of funding goes to th
local levels around early childhood education issues.

in addition to the federal Head Start funds, grantees also receive federal Child and Adult Food Care Program
reimbursements totaling $860,000 to $980,000.

Source: Pau! Sugar, Education Specialist, Department of Education and Early Development.

r Table 2: Estimated Number of Children Served, FY04-FYO07

FYO04 FY05 FY06 FYO7
(authorized) (authorized) (authorized) (proposed)

Tota! Federal and State Funding 34,194,400 34,344,189 34,359,789 34,087,395

i

Per child $9,734 $9,356
N —r_—-ﬁ-w_« ] Undetermined
Average per child i $9,5456
b e i em e e = e e e e T P e e+ s T e T i T .—-—.—}.,.A-A> - - DUV
Children Served® i 3,513 3,671 3,600 i 3,571

Note: The total FY07 funding reflects a projected 1% cut in federal Head Start funds.

a) The number of children served for FY04 and FY0S5 are as of year end. In order to estimate the number of children
served at the end of the year for FY06 and FYOQ7, we divided the total amount of state and federal funding for those
years by the average amount of federal and state funding per child for FY04 and FY05. This method assumes a
consistent cost per child served, which may not accurately reflect how the program operates. Local grantees
determine the most cost-effective way to handle budget cuts, and may or may not actually reduce the number of
children they serve. As of the end of January 2006, 3,150 children have been served by the Head Start program

during the 2005-2006 academic year.

Source: Paul Sugar, Education Specialist, Department of Education and Early Development.

| hope you find this information to be useful. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have

questions or need additional information.

Cloaa Advet RistEaris Rie Kb 115
Sratt AnG Frol RAc FuianG r ok HEAD S A

Frroary § 2006 —- PAane £



Table 1: State and Federal Funding for Head Start, FY04-FY(Q7 7

FY04 FY05 FY06 FYo7
(authorized) (authorized) (authorized) (proposed)

Funding Source

| 27,809,200 ’ 28,023,489 28,029,389 27,749,095

Total Federal - |
e T - e "
Direct Funding to Grantees i 27,500,000 l 27,779,289 T27,779,289 |
i ' undetermined
Funding to the State 309,200 244,200 I 250,100 I
State 6,385,200 6,320,700 6,330,400 6,338,300
DA S N et —
Total Federal and State ( 34,194,400 ; 34,344,189 34,359,789 J] 34,087,395

Notes: The federal figure for FYQ7 reflects a projected 1% cut in federal Head Start funds.

The vast majority of federal funds go directly from the federal government to organizations that are Head Start
grantees; however, a small amount of funding goes to the state to facilitate collaboration at the state, regionai, and
local levels around early childhood education issues.

In addition to the federal Head Start funds, grantees also receive federal Child and Adult Food Care Program
reimbursements totaling $860,000 to $980,000.

Source: Paul Sugar, Education Specialist, Department of Education and Early Development.

Table 2: Estimated Number of Children Served, FY04-FY07 j

FY04 FYO05 FY06 FYo7
(authorized) (authorized) (authorized) (proposed)

Total Federal and State Funding

34,194,400 34,344,189

Per child $9,734 $9,356
. e R — Undetermined

Average per child $9,545
T S A R S
Children Served® 3,513 3,671 f 3,571

Note: The total FYQ7 funding reflects a projected 1% cut in federal Head Start funds.
a) The number of children served for FY04 and FY05 are as of year end. In order to estimate the number of children

served at the end of the year for FY06 and FYO7, we

I'hope you find this information to be useful. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have
questions or need additional information.
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January 31, 2006, by Grantee and Community

Table 3: Children Served and on the Waitlist for the Head Start Program as of

Russian Mission -

Number of Number of
Community Children Served Chlldrir;sc:n Wait
Assoclation of Village Council Presidents
zyegmg,‘hﬁh_«bvﬁw‘__h‘ﬁﬁ,““m_th“%_LM‘_A3@_~~WMLMM_‘MghA_‘*
Bethel AM. —————— e T o
BethelPM. - o 19 WL_*M“‘L ]
Chefornak | 17 6
ﬁﬂﬁthga“MWMLWM~”@““~ﬁw_“wmmm;__ﬁikﬁ_mgzm"‘u —
Kasigluk e 2 S S
[ Kotlik o . .25 R ]
Nightmute 12
(Quinhagak ———

ScammonBay
Tuluksak
Bristol Bay Native Association

ﬂa@th*_.“_~*_~,m“uﬁ‘_h‘___um_ﬁ_u“_hw‘mhh__ﬁh
Olngham T
INew Stuyahok o e e
Naknek ——
Manckotak 11

Council of Athabascan Tribal Governments
@m&gﬂg?ﬁ”ﬂﬂ'?ge“ﬁ“._-“* —_— T
Venetie ———— S 0

Arctic Village

gwwuﬁ;Mgilﬁgifh“h‘;:;mmw_*ihﬁ Lo 48
Klawock II 3
Petersbug T ——— S
Saxman B et 5
Stk T ———— L
Wrangel ] 4
Yakutat i
Kenaitze Cuya Qyut Anen
Common Center for Kenai, Soldotna, Nikiski, Kalifornski Beach I 57 f 46
CCS Early Learning
Chugiak o o W' 7 50 I 18
Meadow Lakes ) o ‘ 60 t 29
Palmer ) o .5 .13
Wasilla : 87 ! 42
Chugachmiut
Nanwalek 10
Seldovia 9
Port Graham 4
T ~ Page 10f3
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Pl

Fairbanks Native Association

Fairbanks/North Pole | 213 ] 126

Play N' Learn Community Head Start
| 108 } 5
Metlakatla Indian Community
40 i
Kawerak Head Start

Fairbanks/North Poie

Metiakatla

Nome
| Brevig Mission 20 I

§§Lnbell

Golovin
Shaktoolik
Shishmaref
St Michael
[ Teller
|Wales e
White Mountain

Kid's Corps Inc.

| 321 | 100

Anchorage
Southcentral Foundation

Anchorage f 227 [ 192
RurAL CAP Head Start & Early Head Start

Selawik ————

[Savoonga S
Stebbins

Haines
Kake
[Ketchikan
[Kwethiuk
Nunapitchuk
Napaskiak

Tooksok Bay S N T T N

——— T

Alakanuk e S R R
Chevak i | 2 12
|
Emmonak e L .20 L 15
{

HooperBay 7 e 88 e
Kluti-Kaah ) — ) . ! 2
Sterling | o o -
Akiak ) i _ ) |

ME._V:’Hage_ e ‘
Pilot Station 7 ’f
St. Mary's :
(Marshall
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Aleutian/Pribilof Island Association
peCoe S N R
SadPont T — e LA SR D
StPaw T L0 T ,
Unalaska | 27 | 2

Tanana Chiefs Conference

Allakaket B e N N
Fortyukon —
Holy Cross ———
Husl@* —— e
Kaltag f
McGrath - — e
Noato T o
Ruby —_— e

Upper Tanana (UTDC)

Mﬁﬂ@ﬂ_ﬁ%_ﬁﬁ_m*m““__ﬁh ,,,,, 12 .
Tok/Tanacross 54 4

Native Village of Tyonek

Tyonek

Total Number of Children Served 3,150
(Reported by Grantees’ Sites) !

Total Number of Children on Waiting Lists 862
(Reported by Grantees’ Sites)
Total Communities Served 100

Note: Both Anchorage and Fairbanks are served by two different Head Start grantees. In Anchorage, the total number of
children served is 548, with 292 children on the waitlist. In Fairbanks, the total number of children served js 321, with 131

children on the waitlist,
Source: Paul Sugar, Education Specialist, Department of Education and Early Development.
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PREPARED FOR REPRESENTATIVE LES GARA

By Tim SPENGLER, LEGISLATIVE ANALYST

You asked for information on the Head Start program. Speciﬁca”y, You wished to know how
many Alaskan children have Participated in the Program in the last five years and how many
communities have Jost funding or Closed their programs in that time period,

chitdren to help educate ang strengthen them by offering training and Support to help facilitate
growth and change.

2008." This js a decrease of 167 children served since FY05. Mr Sugar provideg the figures for
Table 1, which tracks the number of children served by Head Start in the last five fiscal years. As
you will see, the number hasg dropped from a high of 3,671 in FY05, to its lowest point in five fiscal

Table 1: Children Served by Head Start in Alaska, FY04 - FYos

. FY04 FY05 FY06 FYo7 Fyos
Children Served (Projected)

3,513 3,671 3,656 3.606
Difference per Year 158 -15 -50 -102
"'Notes: Data include children from birth to five years of age. j

Source: Pay Sugar, Education Specialist Department of Education ang Early Development
iMr_Sugar can be reached at (907) 465-4862

"This number ncudes chidren frem btk v five years My Sugar can ke '#acred at G607, 465-4362
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or

Mr. Sugar points out that in the last five years, while state and federal funding for the Head Start
program has remained relatively flat, costs have risen. Not only goods and services—such as
heating fuel and transportation—but personnel costs have risen as well. As more teaching staff
complete degree programs to meet increased federal requirements, their costs are rising.
Insurance costs have also risen over the last five years.

Since fiscal year 2004, 19 communities have closed their Head Start programs2 Table 2

enumerates the closures over the last five fiscal years.

f Table 2: Closures of Head Start Programs in Alaska, FY04 - FY08

Program
Closures

FY04

FYO05

FY06

FYO7

FY08

Total

1

6

6

5

1

19

S AT LE RE AR REPTRT 08 87

Source: Paul Sugar, Education Specialist, Department of Education and Early Development.
Mr. Sugar can be reached at (907) 465-4862.

Aside from closures, budgetary concerns have also caused some grantees to go from a center
based model to a home visiting model. Others now use a central building site and transport
children from nearby communities, while some urban programs have shortened their
transportation area. Still others have had to lower the number of children that they serve.

With the current level of funding, Head Start serves just under half (48 percent) of the
children in Alaska who are three to five year olds and live below the poverty line. Roughly
72 percent of the nearly 13,000 children between birth and five who the DEED estimates
live below the poverty line are without Head Start early childhood education opportunities.

| hope you find this information to be useful. Please do not hesitate to contact us if you have
questions or need additional information.

- Ore of thase commurities recpered senv:ces Wtk a different grantee a second wil recpen .n Fetruary 2638
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