Doyon, Limited

1 Doyon Place, Suite 300
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 2941
(907) 459-2000
www.doyon.com

March 25, 2009

Senator Joe Thomas
State Capitol, Room 510
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

\’ 1}{
Dear Senater Thomas:

Norm Phillips, Jr.

President and CEO

E-mail: phillipsn@doyon.com
Direct Dial: (907) 459-2004
Fax: (907) 459-2060

Thank you for introducing SB 57, this bill directly aligns with Doyon, Limited’s mission statement,
which includes promoting the economic and social well-being of our shareholders and future
shareholders. The Effie Kokrine Charter School is important to the Alaska Native community in the
interior. With almost 25% of our 17,500 shareholders residing in the Fairbanks community we
believe that a culturally sensitive school is essential to the well-being of our shareholders.

Therefore, on behalf of our shareholders, Doyon, Limited supports SB 57.

Thank you again and please let me know if we can do anything else to help. | can be reached at

(907) 459-2000 or by e-mail at phillipsn@doyon.com.

Sincereiy,

’}'_’/'L-Mvv

Norman L. Phillips, Jr.
President and CEO

cc: Linda Evans, Principal, Effie Kokrine Charter School



MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
501 N. GULKANA
PALMER, ALASKA 99645
Office of the School Board
(907) 746-9272 Fax (907) 761-4076

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH SCHOOL DISTRICT
RESOLUTION NO. 09-002

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH SCHOOL BOARD IN SUPPORT OF
SENATE BILL NO. 57 "AN ACT RELATING TO CHARTER SCHOOL FUNDING."

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School Board invites support of Senate Bill No. 57 “An Act
Relating To Charter School Funding”; and

WHEREAS, charter schools give opportunities outside of the traditional public schools for innovative
programs to be implemented; and

WHEREAS, charter schools gain momentum and interest from a broader larger audience as a program is
developed in the initial year of operation; and

WHEREAS, charter schools like all schools have fluctuations in enrollment and losing program gravity
because of a slight drop in enrollment below 150 students for one year could have a longer term
detrimental impact on the school; and

WHEREAS, a school that is not recognized as a school site for funding purposes receives a reduced
financial allocation; and

WHEREAS, being recognized as a school site gives economic relief by bringing a greater dollar amount
to the school allowing for more comprehensive and adequate funding; and

WHEREAS, this Bill offers the initial year of operation for a charter school as an opportunity to build
community support and student numbers and ultimately strengthens the quality of the program and the
potential for program and student accomplishment; and

WHERAS, encouragement is offered to add language to this Bill to lower the enrollment for alternative
school’'s recognition as a school site from 200 students to 175 as a measure {o support an alternative
school’s need for a smailer learning community.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School Board supports Senate Bill
No. 57 "An Act Relating to Charter School Funding.”

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough School Board this 18th day of February, 2009.

bl jw%/

George Troxel, Superirffendent 7

ATTEST: m‘( M%
Stacy Escﬁm Board Secretary
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=) Earlv Childhood Development Commission

N~ 520 Fifth Ave. PO Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 (907) 459-1474 FAX (907) 459-1280

March 26, 2009

To the honorable members of the House Finance Committee:

Thank you for the oppartunity to speak to you on the federal stimulus funding. My name is
Cheryl Keepers, and | am here today in my role of staff to the FNSB Early Childhoed
Development Commission.

| urge you to accept the stimulus dollars, especially those that could benefit our youngest
citizens. Science conrfirms what our grandmothers told us - that the early years in a child’s life
are critical in the physical, emotional, cognitive and social development of that individual.

While Alaska has many different programs that serve families with young children, there is no
early education system. The one-time stimulus dollars would be well used 1o lay some of the
foundation for such a system.

Examples are many, but in the interest of time I'll mention two:

One way to move a system forward would be to pilot the child care Quality Rating and
Improvement System developed for Alaska, as recently released by the Department of Health &
Social Services.

Another step toward creating that foundation would be to support the work of Best Beginnings, a
private-public partnership. They have requested $400,000 in the Department of Education &
Early Development for early literacy and for early childhood coalitions in focal communities to
increase collaboration, local decision-making, and efficient use of resources, with the long term
goal of developing of a statewide system of early learning.

We should not miss this opportunity to use short-term stimulus funding to move forward on
Alaska’s needs for young children and their families.

A final note: yesterday we heard that the Senate may be considering using stimulus funds for
the child care assistance rate increase. While this increase is sorely needed, it should be
funded with state general fund doliars, as reflected in the budget adopted by the House.

Thank you for your consideration,

che -
Cheryl Keepers
Fairbanks North Star Borough

PO Box 71267
Fairbanks, Alaska 99707
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