Alaska  Special Education Funding for 2009-2010
And

The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009

· Current Federal Funding for Title VI-B and Section 619 Preschool Disabled 

· The Application is on-line

· DEED provided a “NOTICE of Grant Application” on 3-10-2009

· Funding amounts are “estimated” at 80% of the district’s 08-09 funding levels.

· The funding for 09-10 will likely be the same as 08-09

· Must abide by general assurances.  

· USE OF FUNDS defined by state and federal regulations.

· Additional funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA)
· The best information available can be found at http://www.ed.gov/recovery/
· This information was provided to district in a 3-11-2009 email from Erik Stimpfle
· These documents are Preliminary Guidelines by the USDOE regarding the use of ARRA funding.

· The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009: Saving and Creating Jobs and Reforming Education (Mar 7, 2009)

· State Fiscal Stabilization Fund (Mar 7, 2009)

· Title I, Part A Recovery Funds for Grants to Local Educational Agencies (Mar 7, 2009)

· Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) Recovery Funds for Services to Infants, Toddlers, Children and Youth with Disabilities (Mar 7, 2009)

· The American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009: Education Jobs and Reform (Feb 18, 2009)

· Budget Information, Including State Allocations
· IDEA Funding

· Likely to be nearly the same as 08-09 funding.   See attached schedules for Title VI-B and Section 619 Preschool Disabled.
· Alaska DEED must determine HOW TO Award

· Notification by USDOE by 3-31-2009

· Notification by AK DEED to Districts by 4-15-2009

· Districts will likely add the ARRA funding to the 2009-2010 grant application and award  with separate funding codes as appropriate.
· Districts should be aware of and familiar with the Assurances as noted in the US-DOE guidance documents (above)

· Districts should be aware of appropriate USE of FUNDS

USE OF FUNDS:
· These ARRA funds constitute a large one time increment in IDEA Part B funding

· Generally these funds should be used for short term investments that have the potential for long term benefits.

· These funds are allowable under IDEA and aligned with the core reform goals that states and LEAs must provide assurances.

Four principles guide distribution of the ARRA funds.
a. Spend funds quickly to save and create jobs. ARRA funds will be distributed quickly to states, LEAs and other entities in order to avert layoffs and create jobs. States and LEAs in turn are urged to move rapidly to develop plans for using funds, consistent with the law's reporting and accountability requirements, and to promptly begin spending funds to help drive the nation's economic recovery.

b. Improve student achievement through school improvement and reform. ARRA funds should be used to improve student achievement, and help close the achievement gap. In addition, the SFSF requires progress on four reforms previously authorized under the bipartisan Elementary and Secondary Education Act and the America Competes Act of 2007:

1. Making progress toward rigorous college- and career-ready standards and high-quality assessments that are valid and reliable for all students, including English language learners and students with disabilities; 

2. Establishing pre-K-to college and career data systems that track progress and foster continuous improvement;

3. Making improvements in teacher effectiveness and in the equitable distribution of qualified teachers for all students, particularly students who are most in need; 

4. Providing intensive support and effective interventions for the lowest-performing schools.

c. Ensure transparency, reporting and accountability. To prevent fraud and abuse, support the most effective uses of ARRA funds, and accurately measure and track results, recipients must publicly report on how funds are used. Due to the unprecedented scope and importance of this investment, ARRA funds are subject to additional and more rigorous reporting requirements than normally apply to grant recipients.

d. Invest one-time ARRA funds thoughtfully to minimize the "funding cliff." ARRA represents a historic infusion of funds that is expected to be temporary. Depending on the program, these funds are available for only two to three years. These funds should be invested in ways that do not result in unsustainable continuing commitments after the funding expires.

· Some possible USE of Funds:
1. Obtain state-of-the art assistive technology devices and provide training in their use to enhance access to the general curriculum for students with disabilities. Use Assistive Technologies of Alaska (ATLA) or SESA  as a resource for these types of materials an interventions.
2. Provide intensive district-wide professional development for special education and regular education teachers that focuses on scaling-up, through replication, proven and innovative evidence-based school-wide strategies in reading, math, writing and science, and positive behavioral supports to improve outcomes for students with disabilities.  RTI, PBIS, are critical areas of need.
3. Develop or expand the capacity to collect and use data to improve teaching and learning. School-Wide Information Systems and systems to do self and focused monitoring. 
4. Expand the availability and range of inclusive placement options for preschoolers with disabilities by developing the capacity of public and private preschool programs to serve these children.

5. Hire transition coordinators to work with employers in the community to develop job placements for youths with disabilities.  Develop stronger coordinated or collaborative effort with DVR.[image: image1][image: image2][image: image3][image: image4][image: image5][image: image6][image: image7][image: image8][image: image9][image: image10][image: image11][image: image12]
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