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Sponsor Statement for HB 6
“An Act relating to proscribing certain sexual
conduct or activities as cruelty to animals.”

HB 6 expands the current Alaska law on cruelty to animals to include “sexual conduct.” The
primary purpose of this bill is not just to protect animals from sexual assault but to protect
children and other vulnerable humans.

A compelling body of research confirms a link between animal cruelty and human violence.
Studies also point to a connection involving sexual abuse and conduct with animals. For

example:

High rates of sexual abuse of animals exist in the backgrounds of serial sexual
homicide perpetrators, according to the FBI.

Ninety-six percent of juvenile offenders who engaged in sex with animals also
admitted to sex offenses against humans, according to a 2002 study by Fleming, Jory and

Burton.

Sexual relations with animals parallel sexual assault against women and children,
because in both instances there are issues of coercion, pain, and lack of consent,
according to a 1997 study by Piers Beirne, a criminology professor at the University of
Southern Maine.

Thirty five other states outlaw acts of bestiality, with many of them classifying it as a felony,
according to the Humane Society of the United States. Several states have language almost

identical to HB 6.

This proposed “sexual conduct” offense would be a Class A misdemeanor, added to AS
11.61.140, Cruelty to Animals. This statute includes commonsense exemptions for conduct
ranging from scientific research govemed by accepted standards, to accepted veterinary and
animal husbandry practices.
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