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211 Fourth Street, Suite 110
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1172
(807) 586-2820
(907) 463-2545 Fax
E-Mail: uta@ufa-fish.org
www.ufa-fish.org

March 11, 2009

Representative Craig Johnson, Co-Chairman
Representative Mark Neuman, Co-Chairman
House Resources Committee

Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol (Mail stop 3100)

Juneau AK 99811

Dear Chairman Johnson and Committee members,

United Fishermen of Alaska supports HIR 19, calling for an escort of at least two vessels
accompanying loaded oil tankers in Prince William Sound, whether single-hulled or double-
hulled. While the use of double hulled tankers offers some level of protection, the risk that oil
tanker traffic brings against the value of Alaska’s fisheries calls for the highest level of
preventive protection that can be attained. With Alaska’s coastal weather, tidal currents, and
natural navigational hazards, the presence of a second escort vessel is required in order to safely
control a large tanker vessel should a loss of power occur, to avoid a repeat of a preventable
disaster.

UFA represents 37 Alaska commercial fishing organizations from fisheries throughout the state
and its offshore waters, altogether representing more than half of U.S. domestic seafood
production. We ask for your support of HIR 19 to best help prevent another tragedy to Alaska’s
fisheries.

Sincerely,

Mark Vinsel
Executive Director

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS

Alaska Crab Coalition « Alaska Independent Fishermen’s Marketing Association « Alaska Independent Tendermen’s Association
Alaska Longline Fishermen's Association « Alaska Scallop Asscciation « Alaska Trollers Association - Alaska Whitefish Trawlers Association
Armstrong Keta « At-sea Processors Association - Bristol Bay Reserve + Bristol Bay Regional Seafood Development Association « Cape Barnabas Inc.
Concemed Area “M” Fishermen « Cook Inlet Aquacukture Association » Cordova District Fishermen United « Crab Group of independent Harvesters
Douglas Island Pink and Chum - Fishing Vesse! Owners Association » Groundfish Forum » Kenai Peninsula Fishermen’s Association
Kodiak Regional Aquaculture Association « North Pacific Fisheries Association - Northem Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association
Petersburg Vessel Owners Association « Prince William Sound Aquaculture Corporation « Purse Seine Vessel Owner Association
Seafood Producers Cooperative - Sitka Herring Association « Southeast Alaska Fisherman's Alliance » Southeast Alaska Regional Dive Fisheries Association
Southeast Alaska Seiners » Southem Southeast Regional Aquaculture Association « United Catcher Boats - United Cook Infet Drift Association
United Southeast Alaska Gillnetters « Valdez Fisheries Development Association - Westem Gulf of Alaska Fishermen



