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Bill seeks to name Alaskan Malamute as Alaska state

dog
Mary Pemberion/Tne Associated Press
Published Friday, January 23. 2009

ANCHORAGE, Alaska --
It's time to stop dissing the
dog.

That's the message that
an inquisitive
kindergartner brought to
her teacher more than two
years ago when she
wanted to know why
Alaska - the state that has
a fondness for most things canine - didn't have an
official state dog.

She even offered up her personal choice: the Alaskan
Malamute.

The youngster's idea, and the hard work of other
students, inspired a bill that if passed would make the
Alaskan Malamute the official state dog. The large,
rugged dogs with super thick coats suited for Arctic
climes would join the list of other official state symbols,
including the state insect (four spot skimmer dragonfly),
the state fish (the Chinook salmon), the state flower
(Forget-Me-Not), state gem (jade), and the state fossil
(Wooly Mammoth.)

Rep. Berta Gardner, D-Anchorage, is sponsoring the bill
in the House. It got its first reading on the opening day
of the Legislature on Tuesday and was referred to the
State Affairs Committee.

Gardner is asking for a quick hearing so that the
children can see the rewards of their hard work soon,
she said.

"To tell you the truth, 1 don't have a great passion for
why the Malamute or why we should have the state
dog," Gardner said. “This is their project and | am
simply their tool.”
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Carol Bartholomew, a teacher at the Polaris K-12 School in Anchorage, said the
school decided last year to forge ahead with the project, which was broken down into
several segments. The youngest students researched what the dogs look like. The
next older group looked into the connection between the dogs and the Mahltemut

tribe. The oldest students put the dog in a historical context.

“l found out that the Alaskan Malamute originated in Alaska and the Mahlemut tribe
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used to use them to haul game, take care of children, and um. helped in Worid War Il

to haul stuff where people couldn't. They also helpedin Arctic explorations,* said 10~~~ "~
year-old Atticus Madland, a Polaris student.

"They are known to usually be nice to people and kind of take care of them.

Sometimes, they are mean to other dogs but generally are really nice to people,” he
said.

The students came up with a PowerPoint presentation. They got letters from
community and city leaders. They collected signatures of support. They got the
American Kennel Club and the Student Government Association of Alaska to support
the idea.

The students submitted a legislative packet before the Dec. 15 deadline.
Madiand hopes lawmakers pass the bill.
"After all the hard work, | think we deserve it," he said.

The Alaskan Malamute would be a good choice for the state dog, said lone Zeller,
former president of the Alaskan Malamute Club of America whose has lived with and
loved Malamutes for 35 years.

“I believe most Alaskans think for themselves. They seem to be rather independent.
They are not the kind that fawns over people and things, and neither are these
dogs," she said.

According to the AKC, the Alaskan Malamute is one of the oldest Arctic sled dogs.
They were named after a native tribe, the Mahlemuts, that settled along the shores of
Kotzebue Sound in northwestern Alaska. The dogs were used primarily to haul
game, belongings and supplies. The breed was recognized by the AKC in 1935.

Nancy Russell, in charge of judges education for the Alaskan Malamute Club of
America, said the Alaskan Malamute is the only AKC registered breed that is native
to the United States. While other breeds were developed here, the dogs used to
develop those breeds came from outside the United States.

The Alaskan Malamute was already here, Russell said.
"The Alaskan Malamute is basically the native dog of the United States,” she said.

Russell had a team of her Malamutes in the 1994 Iditarod Traif Sled Dog Race to see
if the dogs, better at hauling freight than running marathons, could do it. Most of the
dogs used in the 1,100-mile race are Alaskan huskies, a mixed-breed dog bred for
speed.

The Malamute team made it 600 miles before scratching.

“They did just fine,” she said. "They got to Ruby. That is not too bad for a Malamute
team.”
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Anchorage students look to elevate malamute as Alaska’s
official top dog

Published Saturday, January 10, 2009

We have an official state sport, which is dog mushing, as well as an official fish, land
mammal, marine mammal, tree, flower, gem, mineral, bird, insect and fossil.

Somehow, with all of that, we have failed to crown an official canine.
Students at the Polaris K-12 school in Anchorage want to recognize the malamute as top dog.

The students put it this way: “The Alaskan malamute is an important part of Alaska history.
They helped the Inuit hunt, carry food and watch over their children. They hauled supplies
during the Gold Rush and World War II. They were part of the teams that brought medicine to
Nome during the serum run.”

“Their endurance, strength, loyalty and intelligence make the Alaskan malamute a great dog to

represent Alaska.”

Anchorage Rep. Berta Gardner has heard their call from the wild and prefiled a short bill that
states, “The Alaskan malamute is the official state dog.”

She said the students plan to present a case to the Legislature and answer questions about why
the malamute should be elevated to official status.

“I think this is really going to be a very fun project. The kids and their teachers have done a
fantastic job and have boundless enthusiasm,” Gardner said.

The malamute breed won recognition from the American Kennel Club in 1935, “largely as a
result of selective breeding programs by New England sled dog fanciers using original stock
from Alaska,” Russell Tabbert writes in the “Dictionary of Alaskan English.”
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The word has been spelled in different ways, he said, though the most common choices today
are whether to us an “a” or an “e” in the second syllable, the latter option followed by the
Lathrop Malemutes, for example.

GROCERY ROUTE: The shutdown of major highway routes into Seattle this week because of
flooding will have some impact on Alaska grocery shipments.

But a spokeswoman for Safeway said the resumption of traffic on Interstate 5 on Friday means
that it will “not be as great as it could have been.”

Safeway usually ships to Alaska twice a week. The Tuesday shipment didn’t happen, and the
Thursday deliveries totaled about 35 containers, instead of the normal 50 to 60.

“The impact will hit in the middle of next week, yet we will have more than enough going up
next week on regular containers,” said Cherie Myers of Safeway’s Seattle office.

WARMING TREND: The National Weather Service said Friday that a “dramatic” warming
trend is expected by Tuesday or Wednesday.

The temperatures were 30 below to 50 below Friday, but there is some discussion that the hills
might see readings near freezing or warmer by late next week.

During the past two weeks, the coldest weather has been on the Yukon Flats and between Tok
and Eagle, with readings from 45 below to 65 below. The coldest spot was Chicken at 68
below Thursday.

For this weekend, the forecast is for warming of a “few degrees,” with a more sizable increase
in the hills.

NO FIREWORKS: The fireworks display to celebrate the 50th anniversary of Alaska
statehood will not be held this weekend.

Michelle Roberts of Festival Fairbanks says the aerial display awaits warmer weather. She
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