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December 22, 2008

Randy Bates
Director, Division of Coastal and Ocean Management

Department of Natural Resources

P.O. Box 111030
juneay, Alaska 99811-1030

Re: Alaska Coastal Management Program Re-Evaluation

Dear Mr. Bates,

Ukpeagvik tnupiat Corporation (UIC) was created under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act
(ANCSA) in 1972 to serve the soclal and economic interests of the Native Village ©f Barrow, Alaska, the
northern most coastal village in the United States. In light of expanding resource exploration and
development both onshare and offshore in our region, the UIC Board of Directors has developed the

following policy statement:

in our interactlons with the oil and gas industry, we will leverage our position to benefit the
Ukpeagvik Iupiat Corporation Family of Companies, its shareholders and the community. We
acknowledge the inevitability of exploration and development by the oil and gas industry and
we will support exploration activities as long as they are done In a way that ensures: ‘

Protection ond preservation of the Ifupiat cufture and subsisterice lifestyle

) Economic benefit for our community
. Employment for our sharehoiders and their families, and
. Contract opportunities for our companies

UIC shares the interests of the North Slope Borough, as our coastal district governing body, to create a
robust and growing industrial sector in Alaska’s arctic. UIC also shares an interest in protecting our
Inupiat customary and traditional way of life through local participation in project planning by
Implementing sound environmental regulations and policies under a flexible and reasonable Alaska
Coastal Management Program. UIC is favorable to empowering local coastal districts to enforce locally
driven environmental policies through a predictable and streamlined public process under the expertise

of a coastal management plan.

Each coastal district or region in Alaska is so unique and special both gecgraphically and ecologically, it
makes sense to empower well thought and reasonable district specific enforcedble policies to help guide
project development beyond general state and federal regulations. For example, a local policy that fits
the needs of Cook Inlet or Southeast communitles, such as plpeline setbacks, cannery operations, cruise
industry ports of call, general water use and waste discharge, or tank farm requirements, may not apply

similarly in the unique arctic environment,

Before 2004, the original statutes and regulations of ACMP worked moderatelyiwell, sllowing coastal
districts to participate and include local expertise in the permitting process. W;ith a féw procedural
modifications to the older, pre-2003 system, such as a streamlined Coastal Pdllg':y Bod‘rd, as envisioned in
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the North Slope Borough (NSB) recent recommendations, we believe the ACMP can achieve the intent
of the Coastal Zone Management Act and the Intent of the Alaska Canstitution to maximize local control
and governance.

UIC believes future statutory language shouid support an ACMP regime that allows multiple agencies
such as DNR, DEC, ADF&G, and DCCED to participate in a meaningful consistency review. This broad
challenge requires well defined language that should reflect flexible regulatory structure so as not to
create the potential for arbitration and delay. If plecemeal decision-making is framed by restrictive
state policy and tedious legislative review, higher probability for arbitration and delay of important
commercial activity will result from special Interest group interpretations of the environmental
regulations governing proposed coastal economic development projects.

UIC believes sound natural resource management and environmental conservatlon are best served
under "performance based policies”, innovative solutions driven, flexible, and inécorporating predictable
regulations that guide Industrial development - dispelling notians that local policies should apply only to
specific designated areas and resources. This philesophy recognizes potentially Jarge shifts in ecology
and subsistence resource migration, which in turn defines public access and uses of resources, especially
In light of climate change, global warming, arctic sea ice retreat, and cumulative industrial growth.

UIC is economically dependant, in large part, on a healthy oif and gas industry, but we are also
dependant on a healthy arctic marine ecosystem which supports the Inupiat subsistence way of life. As
a critical stakeholder in the ACMP regulatory process we thank you for this oppartunity to comment on
the ACMP reevaluation, i

Respectfully submitted,
UKPEAGVIK INUPIAT CORPORATION
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Anthony E. Edwardsen
President & CFO
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