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Legislature must fund public 
schools to a constitutional floor.

Moore v. Alaska, 2004 to 2012 

Students must achieve 
state performance 
standards 
 

“Substantial majority,” 
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School must provide 
opportunity to meet the 
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“All children” and  
“each child,” i.e., 100% 
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Reading 4th grade: 
Alaska is way behind.
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Eighth grade reading v. BSA
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BSA’s buying power dropped and 
class size increased.
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As class size climbed, 8th grade reading fell. 
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In USA, school spending beats 
inflation. 

https://edunomicslab.org/spending-v-outcomes-2/
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Mississippi’s “miracle” costs a lot.

8



Alaska spending is stingy. 
• Edunomics.org/roi-over-time
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They ranked State’s generosity 
to schools but forgot Permanent Fund.

• Baker & DiCarlo; Farrie & Kim
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fiscal capacity chart
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Sheet1


																																	Statewide projections for legal schools state funding


						 						BSA			    State entitlement																		Approach A. Straight extrapolation of Picus (2015)


						 																		 									Picus recommended ASD changes for $123 million per year in 2015.


						~$9,000																		~$2.3 billion									ASD has 1/3 of AK student body.


																																	An extrapolation of the change would be ($123 million / 1/3)* ( 1.4 inflation x 1.2 COLA Berman )


												Academic adequacy stretch 									 												$   619,920,000


																																	The BSA change = $620,000000 / $257000 = $2,412


																																	The total BSA would become $6660 + 2412 = 9,072





						$6,660																		$1.7 billion








						 																											Approach B. Make up the 2011 BSA for inflation


												2026 actual																					Nominal BSA in 2011 was $5,680.


												 						 															Costs increased 44% since then.


																																	1.44 x 5680 = 8179


																														 			State entitlement would become 8179 x 257000 = $2,100 million





																																	6660 x 257000 =


																																	1,711,620,000











						Stretch by extrapolating Picus (2015) or making up inflation
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Alaska school spending is below 
average, Berman & DeFeo, 2025
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State school money comes mostly from
Permanent Fund.
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Constitutional schools will cost 
$600 million per year more.
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Projected cost of constitutional adequacy

Close ASD gap with USA $124 million  Picus-Odden 2015 

Inflation 2015 to 2025 X  1.4  US BLS 

Ratio of State AADM to ASD AADM X  3.5  DEED 
 
 
Result $600 million   
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$300 million will pay part of increased 
State budget toward constitutional schools.
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Thank you.

See Mike’s Substack on Alaska schools.
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