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 Driver charged with hit-and-run and DUI after 
pedestrian fatally struck on sidewalk 
By Zaz Hollander 
Published: September 20, 2025 

Alaskans expect that when a driver’s criminal negligence takes a life—and the driver 
flees instead of helping—that there is accountability, aiming to ensure that the loss of a 

loved one results in significant legal consequences for the perpetrators. 

Recent cases show that it isn’t always happening.

https://www.adn.com/author/zaz-hollander
https://www.alaskasnewssource.com/authors/LarsHanson/
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In 2021, 26-year-old Chase Bowerson was killed along the Glenn Highway. 

The defendant pled guilty to criminally negligent homicide and leaving the scene, 
receiving 4.5 years with 2 years suspended, leaving 2½ years to serve.

Ultimately, the defendant actually served eight months because of “Good Time” and was 
eligible for parole after serving 1/3 of the sentence.

A sentence that does not reflect the gravity of causing a death and abandoning the victim.
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Alaska Statistics

55 Deaths
Municipality of Anchorage Hit & Run 

Fatalities 
Last Ten YearsApproximately 25% of all pedestrian deaths 

occurr in hit-and-run crashes: 
HTSA/FARS Data
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National Statistics

One plane crash grips the 
nation.  

Imagine 11 Boeing 737 
plane crashes in a year.

1,787 pedestrians
are expected to be killed in 
motor vehicle hit-and-run 

crashes in 2024.

Approximately 25% of all 
pedestrian deaths occurred in 

hit-and-run crashes: 
NHTSA/FARS Data
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What does HB 239 do? 

• Create a new category of Aggravated Criminally Negligent Homicide when a death is caused by 
criminal negligence with a motor vehicle and failure to render aid.

• Elevate the offense from a Class B felony to a Class A felony and sets a 7–11 year presumptive 
prison sentence range for first time offenders.

• Require consecutive time when both the death and the failure-to-aid are convicted in the same 
act. 

• Keep Alaska within constitutional sentencing principals while aligning penalties with community 
expectations.
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HB 239 Comparison Summary

Current Law: B felony   HB 239: A felony
(Two Separate Offenses)   (Combines into One Offense)

1.  Criminally Negligent Homicide  1.  Criminally Negligent Homicide &
1st offense = 1-3 years   2.  Failure-to-Render-Assistance 
Maximum of 10 Years   1st offense = 7-11 years
      (presumptive prison sentence range)  
 

2.  Failure to render assistance  *Failure to render assistance 
1st offense = 0-10 years   1st offense = 0-10 years

Sentences may run consecutively  Offenses must run consecutively
or concurrent     *If combined with Criminally Negligent Homicide
      it would add up to10 years to the sentence  
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Why now?

Courts and prosecutors have repeatedly confronted fatal pedestrian hit-and-run 
crashes where plea constraints, low presumptive sentence ranges, and 
concurrent sentencing for a Class B criminally negligent homicide pull sentences 
down—even when a driver flees and/or conceals evidence.  The result is a 
perceived mismatch between culpability and consequence, eroding public trust.
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