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OUR MISSION IS TO
CONNECT, ADVOCATE,
AND INFORM TO
STRENGTHEN FOOD
SYSTEMS FOR ALL
ALASKANS. 

CONNECT: We engage with Alaskans to

gather input to strengthen our food

systems and create spaces for

collaboration.

ADVOCATE: We develop policy and

investment recommendations and share

them with decision makers at the local,

state, federal, and Tribal levels.

INFORM: We conduct food systems

research, share information, resources,

opportunities, and challenges with all food

stakeholders (everyone who eats!)



We envision healthy, secure, culturally

relevant, and abundant food systems that

feed all Alaskans.

AFPC is open to anyone interested in

improving Alaska’s food systems –

agencies and individuals representing

federal and state agencies, Tribal

entities, schools, university programs,

farmers, fisheries, and food systems

businesses.

OUR FOOD, 
OUR PEOPLE, 
OUR FUTURE.
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AFPC STAFF



Elizabeth Dubovsky, Strategy Director, Alaska
Longline Fishermen’s Association, Anchorage
Amy Foote, Director of Indigenous Cuisine &
Executive Chef, Nana Management Services,
Eagle River
Tikaan Galbreath, Chief Operating Officer,
First Alaskans Institute, Anchorage
Glenna Gannon, Assistant Professor of
Sustainable Food Systems, UAF, Fairbanks
Kyle Hill, President, Alaska Commercial
Company, Anchorage
Zeynep Kilic, Co-owner, Turkish Delight;
Retired Professor of Food Studies & Sociology,
UAA, Anchorage
Tanya King, Chair, Anchorage
Jason Lessard, Executive Director, Alaska
Mariculture Alliance, Anchorage
Marisa McKasson, Assistant Professor of
Extension, UAF, Anchorage
Rachael Miller, Chief Advocacy Officer, Food
Bank of Alaska; Associate Business Professor,
APU, Anchorage
Milena Sevigny, Chief of Staff & Community
Relations Manager, LifeMed Alaska, Wasilla
Evie Witten, Principal, Regeneration North; Co-
owner, Ebb Tide Ocean Farm, Anchorage

GOVERNING BOARD OF
DIRECTORS



HUNGER IS A PREVALENT ISSUE IN ALASKA.
MOST PURCHASED FOOD IS IMPORTED.
A LACK OF DATA AND CROSS-SECTOR COORDINATION
MAKES FINDING SOLUTIONS CHALLENGING.

CHALLENGES TO HEALTHY AND
SECURE FOOD SYSTEMS

of Alaskan communities are
not reachable by road,

3

82%
complicating the logistics 
of moving food 



Research and reports, as
tools for decision makers,
organizations, food systems
planning, and evaluation

Events & trainings for
capacity building, listening,
educating, supporting/
amplifying partner
opportunities

Communications to share
information & opportunities
across sectors and
geographies

WHAT WE DO





The Alaska Food Systems Network aims to deepen
connections, foster communication, and cultivate
collaboration of food system organizations through:

Facilitating monthly statewide working groups on
various food systems topics
Hosting quarterly virtual meet-ups with guest
speakers
Providing technical assistance resources and
opportunities

https://akfoodpolicycouncil.org/working-groups/
https://akfoodpolicycouncil.org/event/food-system-network-gathering/
https://akfoodpolicycouncil.org/resources/


Indigenous Foods Working Group 
55 working group members statewide
Working Group Discussions included:

State and Federal policy issues
Public comment periods on subsistence and
resource development
Disaster preparedness & relief efforts
SNAP, FDPIR, and more programs

Conference sessions have included:
Alaska Native Reindeer Husbandry
Meat Production for Protein Security
(Intertribal Agriculture Council Panel)
American Indian Foods Showcase
The Feast Table: Developing an Indigenous
Research Methodology
Chef Flora’s cooking demo
Clam Gardens: Exploring Traditional
Ecological Knowledge
An Introduction to Alaska Tribes Extension







Advocacy Working Group
58 working group members statewide
Monthly meetings for discussion, updates, Q&A,
connection, and feedback on advocacy & policy
around the state and in DC
Advocacy trainings/ education through regular
blog series
Tracking and relationship building at the state
and federal levels

School Nutrition Working Group
46 working group members statewide
Topics include: Fish to Schools, Community
Eligibility Provision, Procurement, and more



Food Policy
Framework for

Alaska
Wild & Traditional Foods

Agriculture & Local

Production

Processing & Value-Added

Foods

Distribution &

Infrastructure

Access & Healthy

Communities

Circular Food Systems/Food

Waste

Overarching Support 

Policy, research,

workforce, capital









On The Menu-  weekly Alaska legislative

updates

Bill Tracker

Policy Priorities & Recommendations

(informed by AFPC activities &

Governing Board)

Advocacy Blogs and Policy Briefs, on

state and federal issues, explaining

implications for Alaskans, advocacy

training

Annual Food Security Week in Juneau

National Anti-Hunger Conference, May

Advocacy & Student Nutrition

Working Groups

Amplifying Partners’ Work

www.akfoodpolicycouncil.org/advocate/

state-policy/

ADVOCATE & INFORM





INFORM: What do you wish people
knew about how food moves in Alaska?
Best practices, case studies, white papers

CONNECT: We are holding space to
promote coordination, which can be a
persistent challenge for increasing
efficiencies

ADVOCATE: We advocate with
informed feedback on specific and
actionable infrastructure and policy
recommendations

Regional Food Partnership Project: 
Collaboration, Knowledge
Co-creation, and Network
Weaving: Building Alaska

Food Systems with Mapping,
Data, and Value Chain

Coordination



We draw on cross-sector expertise from

around Alaska’s food systems, including:

Air carriers (big and small)

Barges

Ports

Distributors

Producers and food businesses

Government agencies, state and federal

Manufacturing experts

Grocers

School Districts

Tribal Organizations

Support Organizations

And more...

Project Partners



Part One:

Build an Alaska Food Systems Atlas &
Data Dashboards to establish a

shared understanding of the current

state of regional food security and

food-related infrastructure in Alaska

through the creation of a common

operating picture, or centralized

compilation of information. 



www.akfoodpolicycouncil.org/foodsystemsdata/





Leafy Greens in Remote Alaska
A Cow’s Journey

Story
Maps

https://alaska-food-policy-council-afpc.hub.arcgis.com/apps/3221e9ceb06043edbf49bca76d6cdffd
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/58e53b8a446f445189e7f8babaf2bae7


https://alaska-food-policy-council-afpc.hub.arcgis.com/


Part Two:

Create and facilitate the Alaska
Food Value Chain Coordination

Council, a statewide advisory group
working together to identify

bottlenecks, share strategies, and
develop solutions to improve the
movement of food in and around

Alaska..







The next meeting is Monday, March 3
1:00-3:00pm, via Zoom

How could the movement of food to and around your

districts be improved? 

What opportunities do you see for improved

coordination, tools, relationships, and investments?



advocacy@alaskafoodpolicycouncil.org

director@alaskafoodpolicycouncil.org

www.akfoodpolicycouncil.org

907.756.3930

THANK YOU!


