Letter of Opposition to SB 39

Voting is an important civic responsibility that empowers Alaskans’ voices.  Alaska’s current Automatic Voter Registration (AVR) system streamlines the voter registration process and promotes the accurate and secure collection of this voice. As of January 2022, 22 states and Washington, D.C. have enacted or implemented AVR (National Conference of State Legislatures, 2022). Nationally, AVR has been shown to increase and diversify voter participation (Data for Progress, 2019). AVR modestly increases overall voter turnout but significantly increases voter registration and participation among young and low-income people (Data for Progress, 2019). 
Current legislative efforts through SB 39 aim to weaken Alaska’s current AVR system. This would result in fewer automatic registrations and consequently, fewer Alaskans registered to vote. Please do not change Alaska’s successful automatic voter registration process by supporting pending or current legislation such as SB 39 that would create barriers to Alaskans voting. 
Since its implementation in 2017, Ballot Measure 1, the Alaska Voter Registration Amendment has registered over 85,200 eligible Alaskans to vote upon submitting their application for the Permanent Fund Dividend (PFD) and updates voter registration records annually (Alaska Division of Elections, 2021). Between 2017 and 2021, 21 to 25 % of newly registered voters voted in a subsequent primary or general election. (Alaska Division of Elections, 2021). Alaska’s current AVR system is an accessible, inclusive, and secure means of increasing Alaskan voter registration and participation. 
While Alaska’s current automatic voting registration system makes voting accessible, inclusive, and convenient, current proposed legislation such as SB 39 would threaten the progress made towards increasing voter registration and participation in Alaska by weakening or removing Alaska’s successful AVR system entirely. I urge you to protect the Alaskans’ voice and vote in opposition to SB 39. [footnoteRef:1]   [1:  ] 

Thank you for using your well-respected voice to protect the voices of your fellow Alaskans. 

Sincerely, 

Julie N Evanson

Julie Evanson
UAA MSW Student
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