[image: image2.jpg]THE VOICE OF THE INNOVATION ECONOMY



[image: image3.jpg]THE VOICE OF THE INNOVATION ECONOMY




[image: image4.jpg]




Representative Alan Dick
State Capitol Room 104
Juneau AK, 99801-1182 
Rep.Alan.Dick@legis.state.ak.us
Re: House Bill 242 by Rep. Peggy Wilson – SUPPORT 

Dear Chairman Dick:

TechNet, a CEO-led trade organization representing the world’s leading technology companies in the fields of hardware, software, the internet, clean technology, biotechnology, and venture capital is writing to express our strong support for House Bill 242: relating to funding for digital learning as a component of public school funding.
House Bill 242 recognizes that our children learn differently than just a generation ago. The way kids receive and process information in the technological age has changed and our schools, school districts, teachers and parents should have the ability to efficiently use state funds appropriated to purchase the tools best-suited to teach and inspire their students. Blended and differentiated learning, made possible via technology, has the ability to bridge learning gaps and geographic conditions.
House Bill 242 recognizes that in today’s 21st century learning environment we can no longer so narrowly define learning tools as hard copy textbooks, or simply digitized texts, and limit state funding to these basic materials. To do that fails to capitalize on what is best for our kids and fails to best prepare Alaska’s children to be a successful part of a global, interconnected and digital world and workforce.  
On behalf of the high tech industry and our member companies, including HP, Dell, Apple, Discovery Education, Intel, Microsoft, Google, Cisco, Facebook and many others, we applaud Representative Wilson’s efforts to embrace change, re-engage our children in their education, spend taxpayer dollars more effectively, and give districts and parents local control over how best to teach their students. We urge passage of House Bill 242.
Sincerely,
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Geoff Wurzel

Director, Education Initiatives
TechNet












