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Representative Alan Dick
House District 6

Sponsor Statement
HB 330:  State Standards

The State educational content and performance standards are the foundation of our educational system.  Upon them are built a massive superstructure: 
•	The writing of the Grade Level Expectations (GLE’s);
•	The choice of expensive curricula in 53 different districts;
•	Thousands of teacher hours aligning new curricula to the new standards;
•	Hundreds of thousands of dollars of professional development;
•	Millions of dollars of new assessment tools;
•	Millions of dollars using those tools annually ($7.5M/yr over a six-year period); 
•	Over $1.2B annual funding supporting the system driven by the new standards; and
· The quality of instruction for over 130,000 students.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The cost-to-date of producing the standards the Department of Education & Early Development is proposing for adoption has been $270,886.  The standards were created in eight separate meetings attended by a sliver of stakeholders.  The superstructure built upon them as well as annual maintenance will cost multiple billions of dollars and directly impact every facet of instruction statewide.

My research has clearly shown that the proposed standards have not been properly vetted by industry and those involved in the career destinations of our students.  All curriculum presented to students should have a clear pathway to potential careers.  

Educational funding and student performance are under continual intense scrutiny.  These subjects are the source of great consternation for parents, educators and policy makers.  It only makes sense that the foundation of our educational system for the next six-year cycle should be of the highest quality and directed at fulfilling our mission statements.

The purpose of this bill is to gather a representative working group that will develop a process by which the standards are vetted. Once the vetting process is developed, it will be available for all future cycles of standards creation and modification. 

With well-vetted standards, we can be confident that the billions of dollars spent over the next six-year cycle will bring the best result possible.  We can also be confident that we are creating a clear pathway for intelligent, productive and engaged young people to become successful at whatever endeavor they choose.  To do less would be irresponsible. 
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