
ALASKA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE ADOPTED RESOLUTIONS

STRENGTHENING LOCAL GOVERNMENTS

Adopted by the majority of AML members at the Annual Business Meeting, December 12, 2025.

Resolution #2026-22

A resolution in support of a statewide spay and neuter program.

WHEREAS, communities across Alaska face ongoing challenges related to pet overpopulation, animal welfare, 
and the financial burden of sheltering unwanted animals; and 

WHEREAS, spaying and neutering are effective, humane methods for reducing stray populations, shelter intake, 
euthanasia rates, and associated public health concerns; and 

WHEREAS, expanding access to affordable sterilization services – potentially funded through specialty license 
plate sales and Pick.Click.Give contributions – would help reduce the financial burden on municipalities, 
nonprofits, and taxpayers; and 

WHEREAS, a statewide program would provide resources and technical support to strengthen local efforts in 
animal safety and welfare. 

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Alaska Municipal League supports the creation of a statewide 
spay and neuter program, implemented in collaboration with municipalities, veterinarians, and animal welfare 
organizations.

 







 
Passage of HB 258 will greatly assist Ketchikan Community Cats Program
(KCCP) a very small all volunteer animal rescue program that started about 9
years ago to help a limited number of abandoned and stray cats.  Two and a
half years ago the number of stray cats expanded dramatically and as a
result the program continues to expand to meet the growing needs of
Ketchikan, Saxman, Metlakatla, Edna Bay, and all communities on Prince of
Wales Island (POW).  In February 2025, KCCP became a 501 (c)(3).  In
November 2025 KCCP expanded Pet Food Pantries to Metlakatla and all
communities on POW.  
 
In addition to providing pet food, the pantry volunteers in Metlakatla and
POW work with community members to apply for the Ketchikan Humane
Society (KHS) low-cost subsidized altering program, SNIP.  Although the SNIP
program pays the majority of the cost for altering, owners are still responsible
for transporting animals to Ketchikan and paying for vaccinations.  KCCP
usually coordinates transport of pets to Ketchikan by air through Taquan Air
or by boat using the Inner Island Ferry (IFA) or the Alaska Marine Highway
from Metlakatla.  While in Ketchikan for altering, KCCP houses cats and dogs
and ensures that the animals get to the vet for surgery.  Since most pet
owners in the remote communities are low income, KCCP usually covers the
rabies and combo vaccinations when animals are altered.
 
KCCP has been constantly working to control the population of cats in
colonies by working with concerned community members.  KCCP uses best
practices by trapping, altering, and vaccinating adult cats before returning
cats to managed colony settings with a dedicated feeder (TNVR).  KCCP has
been able to use the KHS feral cat altering vouchers for most strays but stills
pays for the rabies, combo, and leukemia vaccinations for each cat. 
Releasing fully vaccinated cats to managed colonies helps reduce the spread
of diseases to owned inside/outside cats.
 
When trapping in colonies, all kittens are brought into rescue and placed in
homes after being altered and vaccinated.  The average cost to alter and
vaccinate a kitten/cat is $250 - a discounted rate - while the adoption fee for
a kitten is $130 and the adoption fee for an adult is $30.  KCCP averages at
least $2,000 per month in vet bills.
 
Additional money is needed to continue and to expand programs for altering
cats and dogs in order to stop the overwhelming number of kittens and
puppies born each year, particularly in areas without any vet services or
extremely limited services.  The financial burden on communities is
enormous.  For instance, the Ketchikan Gateway Borough Animal Protection
department spends approximately $20 per day per animal for animals at the
shelter.  Some animals have been at the shelter in excess of one year.  This
results in a cost of over $7,200 for a single animal.  Passage of HB 258 is a
step in the right direction.
 



 





From: Markus Raemy
To:
Subject: Spay/Neuter dogs
Date: Friday, January 30, 2026 5:16:11 AM

To Whom it May Concern,

There is strong support for House Bill 258 throughout Alaskan communities. In the Bering
Straits (Norton Sound) Region, communities struggle without regular animal care/control
enforcement and access to health care.

The unmanaged litters propagate public health and safety hazards, and manageable situations
quickly escalate out of control. People and pets are injured or killed from accidents caused by
loose/stray animals. With no one regulating animal care/control laws, the unmanaged litters
propagate the spread of infectious diseases (parvo, distemper, rabies) and increase the number
of neglected and abandoned dogs/puppies. It's a cycle of suffering for at-risk animals and
people, constantly overwhelming non-profit resources because there's no infrastructure to
support quality of life services in these rural municipalities.

Alaska needs this House Bill, and it is my sincere hope that you advocate for House Bill 258
to the best of your ability on behalf of public health and safety of all Alaskans.
Kind regards,
Wendy Alward





I am writing in support of House Bill 258, which establishes a statewide spay and neuter assistance program to
address animal overpopulation in a proactive, humane, and fiscally responsible way.

Communities across Alaska, especially rural and underserved areaa, continue to face challenges from
uncontrolled dog and cat populations, placing strain on local governments, shelters, and public safety resources.
By focusing on prevention, HB 258 helps reduce long-term costs while improving animal welfare and community
health.

I appreciate that this program is voluntary, flexible, and supported through dedicated funding options rather than
general funds. HB 258 represents a thoughtful, cost-effective solution, and I urge your support.

 

Sincerely,

Sarah Maxwell





From: linda heck
To:
Cc: House Resources
Subject: support for AK HB 258, Statewide Spay and Neuter Assistance Fund and Program
Date: Thursday, January 29, 2026 11:58:50 PM

Hello,

I am writing today in support of AK HB 258, Statewide Spay and Neuter Assistance Fund
and Program.  As a responsible pet owner, lifelong Fairbanksan, and former FNSB Animal
Shelter volunteer, I am encouraged to see HB 258 being considered this year. Preventing
unplanned pregnancies of pets is much less expensive than continuously contending with
unwanted pet births. Too often people can’t afford to get their pet(s) spayed or neutered,
only to then have litters of offspring which they also cannot afford to care for. Sure, baby
animals are cute, often until they grow up enough to lose the youthful cuteness and then
end up unwanted at the local continuously full animal shelter. Endless unplanned pet births
are just not sustainable for our communities. The local animal rescues are also seemingly
always at their capacity limits and asking for more community help. As I said, it’s just not
sustainable, nor is it humane to the animals.

Please consider the positive benefits for our communities, and the welfare of domestic
animals, and approve this bill to move forward. Then, when it is up for floor vote, please
support this bill with a “yes” vote.

Thank you,

Linda Heck

Fairbanks, AK 99709

 





From: Shauna Nickel
Subject: HB 258
Date: Thursday, January 29, 2026 10:04:29 PM

To Whom It May Concern,

House Bill 258 has strong support across Alaska, particularly within rural communities. In the
Bering Straits (Norton Sound) Region, many communities struggle due to the absence of
consistent animal care and control enforcement, as well as limited access to veterinary and
public health services.

As an animal rescue volunteer, I have special insight into the following issue. 
Without proper oversight, unmanaged animal populations quickly create serious public health
and safety risks. What begin as manageable situations often escalate, resulting in injuries to
both people and pets caused by loose or stray animals. The lack of animal care and control
enforcement allows uncontrolled breeding to continue, contributing to the spread of infectious
diseases such as parvovirus, distemper, and rabies, and increasing the number of neglected and
abandoned dogs and puppies. The situation is tragic and heartbreaking. 

This ongoing cycle places significant strain on already limited nonprofit and volunteer
resources and perpetuates suffering for both animals and residents. Without the necessary
infrastructure to support animal care and quality-of-life services, rural communities are left
overwhelmed and underserved.

Alaska needs House Bill 258. I sincerely urge you to advocate for this legislation to the fullest
extent possible in support of public health, safety, and the well-being of all Alaskans.

Sincerely,

Shauna Nickel
Anchorage Resident

-
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From: Pam Evans
To:
Subject: Support HB 258
Date: Friday, January 30, 2026 11:20:03 AM

I am asking for your support for HB 258, statewide spay/neuter assistance program.
As a foster I know first hand, how important this bill is.  There are not enough
homes, rescues are overflowing, animals young and adults are being dumped to die.
It is a safety hazard to people and their pets with the spread of infectious diseases
like
parvo, distemper, & rabies. So much suffering can be stopped by having a
spay/neuter
assistance program to reduce the high number of animals being born.  
I urge you to please pledge your full support for HB 258

Sincerely
Pam Evans
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