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TODAY
• Who we are

• How we operate

• What we fund

• Questions

Elmer and Ed Rasmuson stand outside the home 
E.A. Rasmuson built in Yakutat. 



An Alaska where people, cultures, 
and communities are thriving.  

OUR
MISSION
We invest, connect, and convene. 
We empower Alaskans to help 
each other.  

OUR
VISION

Foundation staff at the Alaska Wildlife Conservation Center 
for a volunteer day.



Staff retreat included time at 
the Musk Ox Farm to build 
enrichment toys in 2025.



• Swedish missionaries Jenny 
Olson and E.A. Rasmuson 
met in Yakutat and married in 
1905.

• Jenny creates Rasmuson 
Foundation in 1955 with 
$3,000 and names her son, 
Elmer, the first board chair. 

• The first grant is $125 to the 
Wasilla Presbyterian Church 
to purchase a motion picture 
projector. 

• Surpassed $500 million in 
grantmaking in 2023.

“Do good.”

 

“Helping others is an 
Alaska tradition.” 

“If you do what’s 
right, you’ll never be 
wrong.”

OUR HISTORY

Jenny Rasmuson Elmer Rasmuson Ed Rasmuson



WHAT IS 
PHILANTHROPY
• Private dollars with a public purpose. 
• Governed by a board and donor intent. 
• A partner for public investment, not a 

replacement.

Rasmuson Foundation is one funder among many, 
and we need other funders, including the 
government, to play a role. 

We often 
• Fill in funding gaps. 
• Take risks. 
• Provide thought partnership and convening. Cathy and Judy Rasmuson, and Lile 

Gibbons are 30-year board directors.



OUR BOARD



CONNECTIONS



ADD PHOTO

Board directors visit the Kenaitze 
Indian Tribe fishery in June 2024.



Strategy 1: Invest in Alaskans and Alaska organizations.

Strategy 2: Collaborate with funders to invest in Alaska.

Strategy 3: Facilitate conversations and connections.

Strategy 4: Be high-touch and go beyond grantmaking.

Strategy 5: Continually improve our organization. 

TO MEET MISSION | STRATEGIES



CEO & Board Travel 
• Utqiagvik | Feb. 11 – 12
• Nome | Feb. 26
• Sitka | May 14
• St. Paul and Adak | Sept. 23 - 24

CEO
• 10x Virtual Convenings by region.
• Biennial Grantmaker Tour of Alaska.

Staff Availability
• 46+ communities visited.
• Informal coffee hours.
• 550+ online bookings with program officers.
• Invite conversations with applicants.
• Return every call and email.

HIGH TOUCH

Community Conversation visit to 
Naknek with board directors.



UPCOMING 
RESOURCES
Funding Basics | Webinar Series
Program Officers answer common questions about 
grant programs in this virtual series.
• Feb. 26, Childcare Fund | Convenings
• Mar. 13, Individual Artist Awards | Fellowship
• April TBD, Sabbatical Program 

Virtual Regional Convenings
Gatherings provide an opportunity for regions to 
collaborate, share progress, and discuss pressing 
challenges.
• Mar. 12, All regions
• Sep. 16, All regions

Board site visit at Fresh International 
Gardens in Anchorage.



CORE GRANTMAKING
• Tier 1
• Community Support
• Legacy
• Program-related 

Investments
• Individual Artist Awards
• Sabbatical

Read more in our annual report.



Juneau Mountain Bike Alliance
Tier 1 | $35,000

Add two new mountain bike trails at Under Thunder 
Bike Park dedicated to skills-building, promoting 
better bike handling, and safer riding. 

NEW TRAILS

Tier 1
Up to $35,000 to buy, build, fix, and create.



Renovations to add a second floor and 5,500 sq. ft. 
of space to expand the dining hall and create 
office space. The project also expanded parking 
areas.

CARING FOR OUR 
ELDERS
North Star Council on Aging
Community Support | $250,000

Community Support
Up to $250,000 for major purchases, building projects, and programmatic support.



Support construction of a mariculture facility to 
process kelp.  

ECONOMIC 
GROWTH
Sun’aq Tribe of Kodiak
Legacy | $500,000

Legacy
$250,000+ for significant capital & programmatic projects.



Hatcher Alpine Xperience, dba Skeetawk
PRI | $1 million + $500,00 Legacy

A long-term, low-interest loan used for the 
purchase and installation of snowmaking 
infrastructure, including a large water reservoir, 
underground piping, pumps, and snow guns.  

LET IT SNOW

Program-Related Investments
Loans and impact investments support charitable projects.



SABBATICAL PROGRAM

INDIVIDUAL ARTIST AWARDS

Support for nonprofit leaders and tribal administrators to have 90-120 days to rest, reflect, and rejuvenate.
$50,000 awards.

2027 cohort applications open in April 2026.

Direct support for Alaska resident artists.
$25,000 Fellowship Awards | Applications open in March 2026
$50,000 Distinguished Artist Award | Nominations open in March 2026

$10,000 Project Awards | Applications open in March 2027



STRATEGIC GRANTMAKING
By invitation, long-term investments that 
create systems-level change or meet the 
moment through partnership and 
collaboration with communities. 

2025 included support of the following.
• Housing & Homelessness.
• Alaska Long Trail.
• UA's Arctic Leadership Program.
• Child care.
• One-time emergency funds for public 

media, Western Relief effort,  and 
food security.

• And more.  
Read more in our annual report.



Sitka Homeless Coalition
Housing & Homelessness | $420,000

Build 12 small cabins to provide transitional 
housing for unhoused residents of Sitka. 

Strategic Grantmaking
Investments that create system-level change or meet the moment.

SUPPORT 
TRANSITION



Add photo

Community Conversation tour 
with board directors in 2025.
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THANK YOU
Explore 70 years of 
grantmaking in Alaska and 
find our 2024 Letter to 
Alaska online.

Rasmuson.org
@RasmusonFoundation

THANK YOU

Explore 70 years of 
grantmaking in Alaska. 

Rasmuson.org
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