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February 14, 2012

Senator Lyman Hoffman and Bert Stedman
Chairmen, Senate Finance Committee

Dear Senators,
I am writing to express Merck's strong support for Senate Bill 144, which would re-establish funding for a state immunization program.  This is important legislation for the prevention of communicable disease that will also help reduce the state's overall health care expenditures.

We are concerned, however, with section 2.f.1.  We believe this language unnecessarily interferes with the department of health and social services' ability to determine policy by specifically prohibiting by law any future attempt to address the spread of certain diseases and the associated costs to the state.  

Therefore, we recommend the following language change to section 2.f.1: 

(f) The recommended vaccines included in the program

(1) for a child under 19 years of age are all vaccines approved by the commissioner and recommended by the federal advisory committee on immunization practices.

We are not recommending that funding for the prevention of any specific disease be included in Senate Bill 144. Rather, the department should have the flexibility to consider such funding in the future.
Thank you in advance for your consideration.  I can of course be reached for additional information or questions regarding our recommendation on my direct line at (267) 421.3555.

With kindest regards, 
James Matteucci

Senior Manager, State Government Affairs and Policy 

Merck Sharp & Dohme

cc: Senators Cathy Geissel, Donald Olson, Bettye Davis, Fred Dyson, Joe Thomas
