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January 20, 2012

Senator Donald Oison
State Capitol Building
Room 508

Juneau, AK 99801

RE: Support of SB 130, Alaska Native Language Preservation and Advisory Council

Dear Senator Olson:

In the majestic forests of Southeast Alaska, along the coastlines of Haa Aani (Our Land), our
people have gathered in the clan houses and told our stories for thousands of years, passing
down the wisdom of Elders and the richness of our culture for generations. This oral history
stood unbroken for centuries, but now the languages of the Alaska Native people face
extinction. It is imperative that these languages be preserved and with them, the foundation
of Alaska Native cultures and ancient traditional knowledge.

Sealaska Corporation offers its overwheiming support of SB 130, An Act establishing the
Alaska Native Language Preservation and Advisory Council and relating to the preservation,
restoration, and revitalization of Alaska Native languages. Sealaska urges the Alaska State
Legislature and Governor of Alaska to also champion an allocation of funds to programs that
restore Alaska Native Languages.

We can all be part of a solution to address the many challenges facing Alaska Natives.
Native youth have been shown to improve academic performance when taught in their Native
tongue; healthy self-esteem has been linked to a strong sense of identity; and thriving
communities are built on the foundation of strong family relationships and lines of
communication.

Please share this letter of support to any extent that it might encourage others to vote for the
passage of SB 130, and secure funding for programs to restore the words of our ancestors.

Sincerely,

(Wt m. Ksokes

Albert Kookesh, Board Chair
SEALASKA CORPORATION




