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DEVICE FOR RECEIVING A SURRENDERED
BABY

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to devices arranged and
constructed to accept surrenders of babies. More particu-
larly, the present disclosure relates to a secured environmen-
tally controlled device for the safekeeping of babies when
surrendered at locations for retrieval by first responders.

Historically, a baby hatch or baby box is a place where
people (typically mothers) can bring babies, usually new-
born, and abandon them anonymously in a safe place to be
found and cared for by someone other than the person who
abandoned the baby. This kind of arrangement was common
in the Middle Ages, when the device was known as a
foundling wheel. A foundling wheel was a cylinder set
upright in the outside wall of the building, and operated
similar to a revolving door. Mothers could place the baby in
the cylinder, turned it around so that the baby was inside the
church, and then rang a bell to alert caretakers.

From the late 1100s, the first foundling wheels were used
in Italy. Pope Innocent III decreed that these should be
installed in homes for foundlings so that women could leave
their baby in secret instead of killing them, a practice clearly
evident from the numerous drowned infants found in the
Tiber River. Foundling wheels were taken out of use in the
late 19th century but a modern form, the baby hatch, began
to be introduced again sometime in the 1950s and now are
used to some extent in many countries, including Germany,
Pakistan.

Generally, the hatches may be located in hospitals, social
centers, fire departments, police stations, or churches,
depending on the country of location. The hatches consist of
a door or flap in an outside wall which opens onto a soft bed,
heated or at least insulated. Sensors in the bed are used to
alert caregivers when a baby has been put on the bed so that
they can come and take care of the baby.

The first modern baby hatch was in South Africa in July
1999 and was installed by Door of Hope Children’s Mission
(Hole in the Wall) at a small mission church in Berea in
Johannesburg. In 1999 the pastor, Cheryl Allen, and deacons
learned with deep distress that a high number of newly born
infants were abandoned. Pastor Allen realized that many of
those desperate women and girls may well have acted
differently if there had been an alternative. The church made
a hole in their wall and a “baby bin” was installed allowing
for mothers to leave their babies any time, day or night.

The moment a baby is placed on the bed in the “baby bin,”
care workers on duty receive an electronic signal alerting
them. The baby is taken in and the anonymity of the “donor”
ensured. Baby M was the first baby that came through the
“baby bin”, arriving on 3 Oct. 1999. The second modern
baby hatch in Germany was installed in the Altona district of
Hamburg in April 2000, after a series of cases in 1999 where
children were abandoned and found dead from exposure. It
consisted of a warm bed in which the baby could be placed
from outside the building. After a short delay to allow the
person who left the baby to leave anonymously, a silent
alarm was set off which alerted staff.

In the past, a main reason many babies were surrendered
was they were born out of wedlock. Today, baby hatches are
more likely used by mothers who are in crisis for any
number of reasons. For example, the mother may lack
sufficient resources to care for the child, or the mother may
be at a point in her life where she believes she is too old or
too young to care for a baby. They want to surrender the
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baby to someone who is able to care for the baby, but do not
wish to divulge their identity. In some countries, it is not
legal for mothers to give birth anonymously in a hospital,
and the baby hatch is the only way they can safely and
secretly leave their baby to be cared for by others.

One of the shortcomings of existing systems is the lack of
backup alarms to alert potential care givers that a baby has
been left in the device. If the sensor fails, then a baby could
be placed in the device and left there for an extended period
of time before being discovered by a caregiver, thus endan-
gering the health of the baby. Another shortcoming of
existing systems is they are limited to locations that are
staffed 24 hours a day so as to ensure there is always a
caregiver available to retrieve and care for a baby left in the
device.

What is needed is a system with multiple redundancies to
ensure a caregiver is notified when a baby is placed in the
device. What is also needed is a device that can be located
in a building that is not necessarily staffed 24 hours/day, but
can be quickly accessed by first responders from nearby
locations when a baby is placed in the device. Embodiments
of'the present disclosure solve these and other problems with
existing devices.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The system for anonymously receiving a baby of the
present disclosure includes a receptacle having a front and
an opposing back, the receptacle defining a space at least
large enough to contain a baby. An exterior door is arranged
in the front and sized to allow the baby to pass through the
exterior door into the space. The system also includes a lock
constructed for locking the exterior door and a second door
arranged in the back that allows access to the receptacle
from an interior of a building. The second door is sized to
allow a baby to pass through the second door into the
building. The second door includes at least one ventilation
opening for providing conditioned air to the receptacle from
the building. A baby receiving area is located in the recep-
tacle between the front and the back.

The system for anonymously receiving a baby of the
present disclosure further includes a multi-level alarm sys-
tem for notifying an alarm monitor that the baby is in the
receptacle, the multi-level alarm system includes a first
alarm that is actuated upon opening of the exterior door and
a second alarm that is actuated when the baby is placed in
the baby receiving area. At least one of the alarms is
controlled via an ECU. When the exterior door is opened the
first alarm sounds until the exterior door is closed and when
the baby is placed in the baby receiving area the second
alarm sounds. When the exterior door is closed after the
baby has been placed in the baby receiving area, the exterior
door locks and cannot be opened until the baby is removed
from the baby receiving area.

The system for anonymously receiving a baby of the
present disclosure further includes a medical bassinet
located in the baby receiving area wherein the second alarm
includes an optical sensor system that projects a beam of
light through the medical bassinet such that when the baby
is placed in the medical bassinet, the beam of light is
interrupted causing the second alarm to actuate. The system
for anonymously receiving a baby of the present disclosure
further includes a visual alarm located in the interior of the
building such that when the exterior door is opened and the
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visual alarm is activated, the visual alarm cannot be
observed from the exterior door.

DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 is a non-limiting front-facing perspective view of
the device according to one aspect of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 is a rear-facing non-limiting perspective view of
the device according to one aspect of the present disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a non-limiting side view of the device according
to one aspect of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a non-limiting view of the back of the device
according to one aspect of the present disclosure.

FIG. 5 is another non-limiting view of the device con-
taining a baby according to one aspect of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a non-limiting view of the details of the device
as viewed from the front according to one aspect of the
present disclosure.

FIG. 7 is another non-limiting view of the device as
viewed from the front showing additional details according
to one aspect of the present disclosure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

For the purposes of promoting an understanding of the
principles of the disclosure, reference will now be made to
the embodiments illustrated in the drawings and described in
the following written specification. It is understood that no
limitation to the scope of the disclosure is thereby intended.
It is further understood that the present disclosure includes
any alterations and modifications to the illustrated embodi-
ments and includes further applications of the principles
disclosed herein as would normally occur to one skilled in
the art to which this disclosure pertains.

Newborn usually refers to a child from birth to about 2
months of age. Infants can be considered children anywhere
from birth to 1 year old. Baby can be used to refer to any
child from birth to age 4 years old, thus encompassing
newborns, infants, and toddlers.

Now referring to FIGS. 1-7, an embodiment of the device
10 for anonymously accepting a surrendered baby 1 is
arranged and constructed to be installed in a building 14 that
includes an interior 18 of building 14. Building 14 further
includes multiple outside walls 12, a roof, a foundation and
floors as is typical and necessary to complete a particular
building for a particular purpose.

The device 10 for anonymously accepting a surrendered
baby 1 includes a substantially rectangular receptacle 20
defining a space at least large enough to contain a baby. The
receptacle 20 includes a front 30, an opposing back 40, a top
50, a bottom 60, a first side 70, and an opposing second side
80. The front includes a front fascia 32 defining the outer
perimeter of the front 30. An opening 34 is defined in the
front 30 and is sized to allow the baby 1 to pass into the
receptacle 20. The receptacle is constructed to be mounted
through a wall 12 of a building 14 with the front 30
displayed on the outside 16 of the building 14 and the back
40 of receptacle 20 accessible from the inside 18 of the
building 14.

The device 10 further includes an exterior door 90
arranged in the front 30, the exterior door 90 having a handle
100 and a hinge 102. Handle 100 may be a latching handle
to ensure that when the exterior door is closed it remains
closed unless the handle 100 is actuated to open the exterior
door. The hinge 102 may be a continuous hinge, such as a
piano hinge that is properly sized for the exterior door 90. In
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other embodiments, the hinge 102 may comprise multiple
hinges appropriately spaced on an edge of the exterior door
90. However, any suitable hinge or group of hinges may be
used as long as the exterior door 90 is arranged to open up
enough to allow the baby to pass into the receptacle 20. The
exterior door 90 may be insulated or not depending on where
a particular device 10 is installed. The insulation may
include an insulating strip 92 mounted on the front 30 along
the perimeter of opening 34. However, insulation may also
be installed in or on exterior door 90.

The device further includes a lock 110 for locking the
exterior door as will be discussed in more detail below. In
one embodiment the lock 110 comprises an electromagnetic
lock. The electromagnetic lock consists of an electromagnet
120 and a corresponding armature plate 130. In one embodi-
ment the electromagnet 120 is attached to a frame of the
exterior door 90. The mating armature plate 130 is attached
to the exterior door 90. The electromagnet 120 and the
armature plate 130 are in contact when the exterior door 90
is closed. When the electromagnet 120 is energized, a
current passing through the electromagnet 120 creates a
magnetic flux that causes the armature plate 130 to attract to
the electromagnet 120, creating a locking action. In other
embodiments, one of ordinary skill in the art would under-
stand that other types of locks and locking systems may be
used to secure the exterior door 90.

The device further includes a second door 150 arranged
roughly opposite the exterior door 90. In one embodiment,
the second door 150 opens into the inside 18 of building 14.
The second door includes a second door handle 152 that
includes a latch mechanism to keep the second door in the
closed position when not opened. The second door 150 is
arranged and sized to allow a first responder or another
caregiver to remove the baby 1 from the receptacle 20
through the second door 150. The second door 150 is
preferably constructed of a transparent or semi-transparent
material such that a first responder or other care provider can
see into the receptacle 20 and visually determine if a baby
1 is in the receptacle. Second door 150 may be constructed
with at least one ventilation opening 160 and preferably,
multiple ventilation openings 160. The ventilation openings
160 allow conditioned air, which may be either heated or
cooled, from the inside 18 of the building 14 to flow through
ventilation openings 160 into the receptacle 20.

Referring to FIGS. 3, 4 and 5, an embodiment of the
present disclosure includes a baby receiving arca 170
located in receptacle 20 between the front 30 and the back
40. In one embodiment of the present disclosure, the baby
receiving area 170 may include a floor or platform 180 that
is support above the bottom 60 of receptacle 20. One
embodiment of the present disclosure includes a bassinet
190 arranged on the floor 180. In one embodiment, the
bassinet 190 is a medical bassinet. The bassinet may be
constructed of any material suitable of its intended purpose.
Preferably the bassinet 190 is constructed of a material that
will allow a beam of light to travel through the material. The
bassinet 190 may include a soft yet supportive liner, such as
a mattress 200, arranged on the platform 180. Another
embodiment may not include a bassinet, but only a mattress
200. Mattress 200 may include a means for providing heat
that may be controlled so as not to provide too much heat for
the baby.

One embodiment of the present disclosure includes an
electronics bay 210, which may be located below the plat-
form 180. However, one of ordinary skill would understand
that the electronics bay may be located in any suitable
location within the receptacle 20 or outside of receptacle 20.
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The electronics bay includes the electronics required to
monitor and control the device of the present disclosure. For
example, one embodiment includes an Electronics Control
Unit (“ECU”) 220 located in electronics bay 210 while
another embodiment (not shown) includes an ECU located
outside of the electronics bay.

One embodiment of the present disclosure includes a
multilevel alarm system 230. The multilevel alarm system
230 may be a hardwired system, meaning the alarms are
hardwired into the location of the device 10. In another
embodiment of the present disclosure, the multilevel alarm
system 230 may be a wireless system meaning one or more
alarms are wirelessly connected to the location of the alarm
monitor. In other embodiments, the wireless system may
also include wireless connectivity between the various sen-
sors and ECU 220. In other embodiments of the present
disclosure, the wireless connectivity may be direct between
sensors and the alarm monitor. Still other embodiments may
include a combination of hardwired connections and wire-
less connections.

The multilevel alarm system 230 may include a first alarm
232 which is activated when the exterior door 90 is opened
and remains activated until the exterior door is closed. An
exterior door sensor 234, located in close proximity to the
inside of the exterior door 90 when it is closed, may
comprise a magnetic proximity switch. The exterior door
sensor/magnetic proximity switch 234 is a part of the
exterior door status circuit 240. When the exterior door 90
is closed, the proximity switch 234 opens the exterior door
status circuit 240 and when the exterior door is opened, the
proximity switch 234 closes the exterior door status circuit.
When the exterior door 90 is open, the exterior door status
circuit 240 is closed allowing exterior door sensor 234 to
send an “exterior door open” signal 236 to the ECU 220
indicating the exterior door 90 is open. The ECU includes
software code 238 that causes a first alarm signal 242 to be
sent to an alarm monitor 244, thereby notifying the alarm
monitor that the exterior door 90 has been opened. An alarm
monitor is the organization or person monitoring the alarms
of'the device 10. Examples of alarm monitors include but are
not limited to an alarm monitoring company, a 911 dispatch
office, fire station dispatch office, police station dispatch
office, a security dispatch office, any person located at the
building 14 or other remote location responsible for moni-
toring the alarms described herein. The software code 238
may include code that creates a predetermined delay before
sending the first alarm signal 242 to the alarm monitor 244.
Once the exterior door 90 closes, the circuit opens, thus
terminating the exterior door open signal 236 from the
sensor 234 to ECU 220 and terminating the first alarm signal
242 to the alarm monitor.

In another embodiment of the present disclosure, a light
246 is constructed to turn on when exterior door 90 is
opened. Light 246 may serve as another alarm to notify first
responders/care givers located at the site of device 10 that
exterior door 90 is open. Light 246 may be located on the
inside 18 of building 14 in any convenient location. For
example, and without limitation, light 246 may be located in
close proximity to receptacle 20 such that when the exterior
door 90 is open and light 246 is on, the light emitted cannot
be seen by the individual surrendering the baby 1, but is
readily seen by someone located in building 14. Another
non-limiting example of locations for light 246 may include
a break room at a hospital or police station or an engine bay,
break room or sleeping quarters at a fire station.

Light 246 may be arranged to turn on and off under
multiple conditions, as appropriate for a particular location
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and situation as would be understood by one of ordinary. As
previously discussed, light 246 may be constructed to turn
on upon opening of exterior door 90. Light 246 may be also
arranged to turn on when a baby 1 is placed in the bassinet
190. Light 246 may be either turned on via a direct wired or
wireless connection to the exterior door sensor 234 or other
sensor or via the combination of sensor 234, ECU 220 and
appropriate software code loaded on ECU 220. In other
embodiments, the light 246 may be turned off manually
upon removal of the baby from the receptacle via second
door 150 or automatically when the baby is removed from
the bassinet in connection with the second alarm 250 as
discussed below.

The multilevel alarm system 230 further includes a sec-
ond alarm 250 that is activated when the baby is placed in
the baby receiving area 170. In one embodiment of the
present disclosure, the second alarm 250 is activated when
a beam of light 260 is interrupted by the baby being placed
in the baby receiving area and, more particularly, as the baby
is being placed in the bassinet 190. In one embodiment of the
present disclosure, the second alarm 250 may be activated
via an optical sensor system 270. Such a system may include
a retro reflective photo eye 280 mounted in the receptacle 20
with a reflector 290 aligned with the retro reflective photo
eye 280 and mounted in the receptacle 20 opposite the retro
reflective photo eye. Photo eye 280 also serves to emit beam
oflight 260. The beam of light 260 extends between the retro
reflective photo eye 280 and reflector 290 and passes
through the bassinet 190.

When the baby 1 is placed in the baby receiving area 170,
which may include medical bassinet 190, the beam of light
260 is interrupted. Interrupting the beam of light closes a
second circuit 300 causing a “beam interruption” signal 310
to be sent to the ECU 220. Once the ECU receives the “beam
interruption” signal 310, multiple actions may follow. One
such action may include energizing the electromagnet 120 in
preparation for the closing of exterior door 90. Thus, once a
baby has been detected via interruption of the beam of light
260, the electromagnet 120 is energized such that when the
exterior door 90 is closed, exterior door 90 becomes locked.

In one embodiment of the present disclosure, another
action that may be occur after the ECU 220 receives the
“beam interruption” signal 310 is a “baby present” signal
320 is sent to the alarm monitor 244. ECU 220 may include
second alarm software code 330 that includes a variable
delay code 340 that causes the “baby present” signal 320 to
be sent to the alarm monitor 244 after a predetermined delay
350. One purpose of the predetermined delay 350 is to
increase the likelihood that a first responder will not retrieve
the baby 1 prior to surrendering of the baby has been
completed. Predetermined delay 350 may be set for any time
delay that is appropriate for a particular location of device
10. For example, the predetermined delay 350 may be
dictated by a state statute. The predetermined delay 350 can
be seconds long or many minutes as appropriate.

Once the baby 1 has been placed in the baby receiving
area 170 and preferably in bassinet 190, as discussed above,
the beam of light 260 is interrupted causing the electromag-
net 120 to be energized. Once the exterior door 90 closes, the
energized electromagnet 120 creates a strong magnetic
attraction to armature plate 130, thus locking exterior door
90. As long as the baby 1 remains in the baby receiving area
170, the beam of light 260 will continue to be interrupted
and the exterior door 90 will continue to be locked.

Once the baby is removed from the bassinet 190, the beam
of light 260 will once again span the area between the photo
eye 280 and the reflector 290. This results in a signal sent to
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the ECU 220. Code within the ECU causes electromagnet
120 to de-energize resulting in unlocking of exterior door
90. At this time, the baby present signal 320 is cleared and
the multilevel alarm system is essentially reset and ready for
the next placement of a baby in the device 10. In some
embodiments, when the baby present signal 320 is cleared,
ECU 220 sends a signal resulting in light 246 turning off.

In one embodiment of the present disclosure, device 10
includes a lighted button 360 located near exterior door 90.
In one embodiment, the lighted button 360 may be a button
and light combined into a single unit. In other embodiments,
the light 362 and button 364 may be separate structures. The
light 362 and corresponding button 364 serve as another
means of notifying first responders or caregivers that a baby
has been placed in the baby receiving area 170.

Associated with the light/button 362/364, may be signage
directing the individual placing the baby 1 in the baby
receiving area 170 of device 10 to push the button 364 after
placing the baby in the baby receiving area. Once the button
364 is pushed, a signal 366 is sent to the ECU 220. Code in
the ECU 220 acts to turn off the light, whether it is the light
362 or light in lighted button 360. The ECU 220 may also
include code to send a signal to the alarm monitored that the
button 364 has been pushed. Another purpose of the light/
button is to provide a placebo effect for the individual
placing the baby in the device 10 to reinforce the fact that the
baby is being surrendered. Additionally, pushing of the
button 364 provides proof that the individual surrendering
the baby is consenting to the surrender. The individual not
only places the baby in the device, but affirmatively takes an
action, i.e., pushing the button, to notify someone that the
individual has surrendered the baby to someone else’s care
and affirmatively consents to that surrender.

In one embodiment of the present disclosure, device 10
includes a fan 370 and a heater 380 mounted in receptacle
20. The fan 370 may run continuously or may cycle on and
off depending on the location of device 10. The heater 380
may be controlled by ECU 220 or may include its own
controller, which may be part of the controller located in the
heater or may be separate from the heater, but not part of the
ECU.

In one embodiment of the present disclosure, a thermostat
390 may be used to monitor the temperature in the receptacle
20 and will be used by the controller or ECU to determine
when to turn on and turn off the heater 380. The thermostat
390 may be located in any appropriate location within the
receptacle 20 that ensures accurate temperature monitoring
of the environment surrounding the surrendered baby. The
heater 380, whether controlled by the ECU 20 or a separate
controller, may be programmed to turn on at a predetermined
temperature 400. For example, the heater 380 could be
programmed to turn on once the internal temperature of
receptacle 20 falls below 76 degrees F. The heater 380 may
also be programmed to turn off when the temperature in the
receptacle exceeds a second predetermined temperature 410,
such as for example 79 degrees F. The first and second
predetermined temperatures may be selected to be any
appropriate temperature, as would be understood by one of
ordinary skill in the art.

Referring to FIG. 3, one embodiment of the present
disclosure includes video monitoring of the baby receiving
area 170. An infrared low light camera 420 is mounted
inside of receptacle 20 on or near the top 50 of receptacle 20.
Camera 420 is positioned such that its field of view is limited
to the baby receiving area 170 and does not include any view
past the interior of receptacle 20, such that the camera
cannot record the identity of the person placing the baby in
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the baby receiving area 170. In one embodiment of the
present disclosure, the camera 420 is turned on and begins
recording when exterior door 90 is opened and continues to
record until the baby 1 is removed from the baby receiving
area 170.

However, recording by video camera 420 can begin and
end at other times during the process of using device 10
depending on the location of device 10 and the particular
circumstances of its use. For example, in one embodiment,
recording by video camera 420 may begin when beam of
light 260 is interrupted by the baby 1 when the baby is
placed in bassinet 190 and ended when the baby 1 is
removed from bassinet 190 and beam of light 260 integrity
is restored.

Control of video camera 420 may be accomplished via
ECU 220. For example, in one embodiment of the present
disclosure, when the exterior door 90 is open, the exterior
door status circuit 240 is closed allowing exterior door
sensor 234 to send an exterior door open signal 236 to the
ECU 220 indicating the exterior door 90 is open. The ECU
220 may include software code 430 that causes a signal to
be sent to video camera 420 that turns on the video camera
so that it begins to record. This action would roughly
correspond to the first alarm signal 242 being sent to the
alarm monitor. Video camera recording may be terminated
when the baby is removed from bassinet 190 as discussed in
more detail below, or may be terminated by the alarm
monitor sometime after the exterior door 90 closes. Termi-
nation of recording may also be based on opening of the
second door/interior door 150 and/or removal of the baby
through second door 150.

In another embodiment of the present disclosure, video
camera 420 may be controlled by ECU 220 based on
placement and removal of the baby from bassinet 190. When
the baby 1 is placed in the baby receiving area 170, which
may include medical bassinet 190, the beam of light 260 is
interrupted. Interrupting the beam of light closes a second
circuit 300 causing a “beam interruption” signal 310 to be
sent to the ECU 220. Once the ECU receives the “beam
interruption” signal 310, software code may cause multiple
actions including sending a “turn on video camera” signal
430 to video camera 420 to turn on and begin recording.

Once the baby is removed from the bassinet 190, the beam
of light 260 will once again span the area between the photo
eye 280 and the reflector 290, a “baby removed from
bassinet” signal 440 is sent to the ECU 220. ECU 220
includes code 450 that causes a “turn off video camera”
signal 460 to be sent to the video camera 420 in response to
receiving the “baby removed from bassinet” signal 440.
Recordings may be saved in any manner as understood in the
art, including download to the cloud or server or other
device as would be understood by one of ordinary skill.

It should be understood, that relative positional terms
such as, “front, “back,” “left,” “right,” “top,” “bottom,” and
the like, are with reference to the normal operational posi-
tion of the device disclosed herein with respect to its normal
intended use in providing a safe and secure environment for
anonymously abandoning a baby. Such positional terms
should not be considered otherwise limiting.

The present invention has been described in an illustrative
manner. It is to be understood that the terminology that has
been employed herein is intended to be in the nature of
words of description rather than word of limitation. While
there have been described herein what are considered to be
exemplary embodiments of the present invention, other
modifications of the invention shall be apparent to those
skilled in the art from the teachings herein and, it is,
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therefore, desired to be secured in the appended claims all
such modification as fall within the true spirit and scope of
the invention.

We claim:

1. A system for receiving a baby, comprising:

a receptacle having a front and an opposing back, the
receptacle defining a space at least large enough to
contain a baby;

an exterior door arranged in the front and sized to allow
the baby to pass through the exterior door into the
space;

a lock constructed for locking the exterior door;

a second door arranged in the back that allows access to
the receptacle from an interior of a building, the second
door sized to allow a baby to pass through the second
door into the building, the second door having at least
one ventilation opening for providing conditioned air to
the receptacle from the building;

a baby receiving area located between the front and back;

a multi-level alarm system for notifying an alarm monitor
that the baby is in the receptacle, the multi-level alarm
system including a first alarm that is actuated upon
opening of the exterior door and a second alarm that is
actuated when the baby is placed in the baby receiving
area; and

an ECU for controlling at least one of the alarms;

wherein when the exterior door is opened the first alarm
sounds until the exterior door is closed;

wherein when the baby is placed in the baby receiving
area the second alarm sounds and when the exterior
door is closed after the baby has been placed in the
baby receiving area, the exterior door locks and cannot
be opened until the baby is removed from the baby
receiving area.

2. The system for receiving a baby of claim 1, further
comprising a medical bassinet located in the baby receiving
area wherein the second alarm includes an optical sensor
system that projects a beam of light through the medical
bassinet such that when the baby is placed in the medical
bassinet, the beam of light is interrupted causing the second
alarm to actuate.

3. The system for receiving a baby of claim 1, further
including a visual alarm located in the interior of the
building such that when the exterior door is opened and the
visual alarm is activated, the visual alarm cannot be
observed from the exterior door.

4. The system for receiving a baby of claim 1 wherein the
multilevel alarm system further comprises either a hard-
wired connection or a wireless connection to a location of
the alarm monitor.

5. The system for receiving a baby of claim 1 wherein the
exterior door includes an insulating layer.

6. The system for receiving a baby of claim 1, wherein the
lock is an electromagnetic lock and when the beam of light
is interrupted a signal is sent to the ECU and the ECU causes
the electromagnetic lock to energize, the ECU further causes
a second signal to be sent to the alarm monitor indicating
that the baby is in the medical bassinet.

7. The system for receiving a baby of claim 6 wherein the
ECU includes a software code for causing a delay in sending
the second signal to the alarm monitor.
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8. A system for anonymously surrendering a baby, com-
prising:

a receptacle defining a space at least large enough to
contain a baby, the receptacle having a front, an oppos-
ing back, a top and opposing bottom;

an exterior door arranged in the front and sized to allow
the baby to pass through the exterior door into the
space;

a lock constructed for locking the exterior door;

a second door arranged in the back sized to allow a baby
to pass through the second door and out of the recep-
tacle, the second door having at least one ventilation
opening for providing conditioned air to the receptacle;

a baby receiving area located between the front and back;

a multi-level alarm system arranged to activate when the
baby is placed in the receptacle, the multi-level alarm
system including a first alarm that is actuated upon
opening of the exterior door, a second alarm that is
actuated when the baby is placed in a medical bassinet
located in the baby receiving area and a third alarm
comprising a visual alarm; and

an ECU for controlling at least one of the alarms;

wherein when the exterior door is opened the first alarm
sounds and when the baby is placed in the medical
bassinet the second alarm sounds.

9. The system for anonymously surrendering a baby of
claim 8 wherein when the exterior door is closed after the
baby has been placed in the baby receiving area, the exterior
door locks and cannot be opened until the baby is removed
from the baby receiving area.

10. The system for anonymously surrendering a baby of
claim 8 wherein when either the exterior door is opened or
the baby is place in the medical bassinet, the visual alarm
activates such that the visual alarm cannot be seen when the
baby is placed in the receptacle.

11. The system for anonymously surrendering a baby of
claim 8 further comprising an optical sensor system that
projects a beam of light through the medical bassinet such
that when the baby is placed in the medical bassinet, the
beam of light is interrupted causing the second alarm to
actuate.

12. The system for anonymously surrendering a baby of
claim 8 further comprising an optical sensor system that
includes a photo eye and opposing reflector wherein a beam
of light is projected between the photo eye and reflector and
through the medical bassinet located between the photo eye
and reflector and wherein when the baby is placed in the
medical bassinet, the beam of light is interrupted causing the
second alarm to actuate.

13. The system for anonymously surrendering a baby of
claim 8 further comprising a video monitoring system to
monitor the baby placed in the receptacle, the video moni-
toring system comprising a camera arranged in the recep-
tacle wherein the camera begins to record when the exterior
door is opened.

14. The system for anonymously surrendering a baby of
claim 8 further comprising a system for controlling the
temperature in the receptacle, the system comprising a fan,
a heater and a thermostat, wherein at least one of the fan and
the heater is turned on at a predetermined temperature.
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