Dear Senators:
I am not able to testify on Senate Bills 139 or 171 tomorrow morning due to another commitment so I hope these comments can be entered into the record for your consideration.
 

First of all, I want to thank all of you for being such outstanding advocates for our public schools in Anchorage, and in the state. We sincerely appreciate your support, both financial and in so many other ways!  We applaud your service by being on the Senate Education committee.
 

As you probably know, I have just released my preliminary budget to the public and to the School Board for their consideration. This budget will have two more public hearings on February 1 and February 9; the School Board will probably make some changes to my preliminary budget.  After they complete their work, our budget is transmitted to the Municipality and the Assembly by March 5 which is required by our municipal charter. Our Assembly public hearing is scheduled for March 27 where they will set the upper limit of spending and the level of local contribution to the Anchorage School District.  After that time, we have to wait until the legislature and the governor complete your work to determine the level of funding we will have access to.  If an increase occurs, we revise our budget again, and reinstate what we can, and then we have to go back to the Assembly for permission to spend the funds if they exceed the already approved upper limit.
 

As you can imagine. This budget cycle undermines our credibility, and takes a great deal of time and energy to continually revise our budgets. The emotional turmoil on potentially impacted employees is destructive to their morale and ability to focus on their important work of educating our students, and doing their jobs.
 

We are making excellent use of the additional C and TE funds from SB 84 last year and encourage you to visit some of our high schools to see how these funds are being used to expand our career pathway programs. We would ask that you give serious consideration to expanding the flexibility for the use of these funds for at least middle schools and high schools (grades 6-12) so that we can support our career planning in the middle schools. We have had to recommend the deletion of our career guides in the middle schools for next year, and having the flexibility to use the C and TE funds for the middle grades would allow more expansion of our construction, health and pre-engineering academies.
 

I urge you to support the funding for the next three years as proposed by the Education Committee in SB 171.  The years that we had advance notice of our funding increases as a result of the Education Funding Task Force which was co-chaired by Rep. Mike Hawker and Sen. Bert Stedman allowed us to plan and avoid our annual "guessing as to our funding" as I described above.  All districts in the state benefitted from this funding and would urge you to reinstate a three year BSA increase that allowed us to compensate, at a minimum, for inflation and increased costs of doing our work.
 

Additionally, we are urging you to consider reinstating the COLA to the Pupil Transportation funding for all districts which provide pupil transportation. All districts are having to use their instructional revenue to pay the costs of their transportation contracts. Costs are going up for fuel, tires, repairs, and bus purchases.
 

Again, my sincere thank you for your long-standing support for education. Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns about these statements, or if you have a need for more information.
 

Sincerely,
Carol Comeau
Superintendent
Anchorage School District
