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A 
Sou th er n  Residen t  killer  wh a le  p reys  on  sa lm on  in  th e Sa lish  Sea  n ear  
Sea t t le . (Su  Kim / NOAA Fish er ies) 
Alaska ’s  govern or  says  h e’ll ap pea l a  p en d in g federa l cou r t  ru lin g 
t h a t  t h r ea t en s  t o  sh u t  down  t h e Sou t h eas t  k in g sa lm on  season . 

Gov. Mike Du n leavy was  u n equ ivoca l wh en  an swer in g a  qu es t ion  
from  a  lis t en er  du r in g Alaska  Pu blic Med ia ’s  “ Ta lk of Alaska”  on  
Tu esday. 

https://www.ktoo.org/author/kcaw-sitka/


Th e Du va ll,  Wash in gt on - based  Wild  Fish  Con servan cy filed  su it  
aga in s t  t h e  Na t ion a l Mar in e Fish er ies  Service  in  20 19 , a rgu in g 
t h a t  a  flaw in  t h e agen cy’s  en viron m en t a l an a lys is  left  a  sm a ll 
p op u la t ion  of en dan gered  killer  wh a les  in  Pu get  Sou n d  exp osed  
t o  fu r t h er  h a rm  du e to  t h e in t er cep t ion  of t h eir  p r im ary food  
sou rce: k in g sa lm on , a lso  kn own  as  ch in ook. 

In  ba res t  t erm s , t h e p roposed  r em edy t o  cor r ect  t h is  a lleged  
over s igh t  by t h e  NMFS in volves  sh u t t in g down  th e Sou t h eas t  
Alaska  sa lm on  t ro ll fish ery u n t il t h e  fu ll im p act  o f t h e  ch in ook 
h a rves t  on  Sou t h ern  Res iden t  k iller  wh a les  can  be a ssessed . 

Th e Alaska  Dep ar t m en t  o f Fish  & Gam e in t erven ed  in  su p por t  o f 
t h e  Na t ion a l Mar in e Fish er ies  Service; so  d id  t h e  Alaska  Tro ller s  
Associa t ion . It  h asn ’t  gon e well. Alt h ou gh  a  federa l ju dge in  20 20  
declin ed  t o  im p ose an  in ju n ct ion  aga in s t  t h e  Sou th eas t  t r o ll 
fish ery, t h e  la t es t  “ Rep or t  an d  Recom m en da t ion ”  in  t h e  U.S. 
Dis t r ict  Cou r t  o f Wes t ern  Wash in gt on , by U.S. Magis t r a t e  Ju dge 
Mich elle  Pet er son , leaves  open  t h e p oss ibilit y t h a t  t h e  Wild  Fish  
Con servan cy cou ld  p reva il. 

Th e ru lin g in clu des  a  p rop osed  order  vaca t in g t h e  In ciden t a l 
Take Perm it ,  o r  “ ITS,”  is su ed  by NMFS t h a t  a llows  t h e Sou t h eas t  
t ro ll fish ery t o  h a rves t  ch in ook yea r - rou n d . If a  ju dge s ign s  off 
on  t h e  r ecom m en da t ion , t ro llin g for  k in g sa lm on  in  Sou t h eas t  
m igh t  be  off- lim it s  fo r  t en  m on t h s  of t h e yea r , m akin g t h e 
fish ery u n econ om ic an d  u n viable for  m an y t ro ller s . 

Alt h ou gh  t h e s t a t e  jo in ed  t h e lawsu it ,  it ’s  been  r e la t ively qu iet  
abou t  t h e  case . Th a t  ch an ged  on  Tu esday m orn in g wh en  Ju n eau  
t ro ller  Tom  Fish er  p osed  th e  qu es t ion  d ir ect ly t o  Gov. Du n leavy 
on  Alaska  Pu blic Med ia ’s  “ Ta lk  of Alaska .”  



“ My qu es t ion  is ,  w ill t h e  s t a t e com m it  a ll r esou rces  n ecessa ry t o  
t ake t h is  cou r t  case  t o  Nin t h  Cir cu it  Cou r t  o f Ap p eals? An d  if 
n ecessa ry, t h e Su p rem e Cou r t ?”  Fish er  a sked . 

“ Yes . Th e an swer  is  yes ,”  Du n leavy r esp on ded . “ Becau se t h is  is  
an ot h er  exam p le of op p or t u n it ies  bein g cu r t a iled  in  Alaska . An d  
aga in ,  I t h in k we do  fish er ies  bet t er  t h an  t h e Feds  d id  wh en  we 
were t er r it o ry. So  t h e an swer  t o  th a t  is  yes .”  

“ We very m u ch  ap p recia t e  t h e  govern or ’s  con vict ion  on  pu r su in g 
t h is  lawsu it  t o  t h e  en d ,”  sa id  Am y Dau gh er t y,  d ir ect or  o f t h e 
Alaska  Tro ller s  Associa t ion . “ You  kn ow, it ’s  ju s t  so  fr ivo lou s ,  an d  
so  h a rm fu l to  a ll o f Sou t h eas t  an d  ou r  way of life  h ere . So it ’s  
su ch  good  n ews .”  

Dau gh er t y says  h er  job h as  ch an ged  d ram at ica lly s in ce t h e  Wild  
Fish  Con servan cy filed  su it  t h r ee  yea r s  ago . Th e exis t en t ia l t h r ea t  
t o  Sou t h eas t  t r o llin g —  wh ich  is  som ewh ere bet ween  70 0  an d  
8 0 0  sm all bu s in esses  across  t h e  region  —  h as  grown , a s  t h e su it  
h as  p rogressed . Sh e says  t h e  is su e h as  n o t  been  overh yp ed . 

“ I t h in k, it ’s  ext rem ely va lid ,”  Dau gh er t y sa id . “ Th e Wild  Fish  
Con servan cy h as  a  lo t  m ore m ean s  cer t a in ly t h an  t h e  Alaska  
Tro ller s  Associa t ion . An d  t h ey seem  t o  be app lyin g it  w it h  
abso lu t e  con vict ion . So we’re  ju s t  do in g everyt h in g we can : We’re  
get t in g a  lo t  o f r eso lu t ion s , we’re get t in g n ew m on ey every day, a  
lo t  from  fish erm en , a  lo t  from  organ iza t ion s ,  p rocessor s ,  s to res  
even . An d  we’re ju s t  h op efu l th a t  t h ere  w ill be  som e com m on  
sen se, you  kn ow, brou gh t  forward  t h rou gh  t h is  p rocess .”  

It ’s  u n clea r  wh a t  t h e  im m edia t e  im p act  o f a  ru lin g in  favor  of t h e  
Wild  Fish  Con servan cy wou ld  h ave on  Sou t h eas t  t ro llin g, g iven  
t h e  t h is  n ewly r eelect ed  govern or ’s  in t er es t  in  figh t in g t h e  su it  t o  
t h e  bit t er  en d . Du r in g t h e sam e “ Ta lk of Alaska ,”  Gov. Du n leavy 
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d idn ’t  ju s t  go  t o  ba t  fo r  t ro ller s ,  h e  r ea ffirm ed  a  com m it m en t  t o  
t h e  in du s t ry a s  a  wh ole ,  an d  t o  su bs is t en ce h a rves t er s  on  
Alaska ’s  in t er io r  r iver  sys t em s  wh ose way of life  is  t h r ea t en ed  
by a  s t ill- u n exp la in ed  co llap se of k in g sa lm on  an d  ch u m  ru n s . 

“ I wou ld  say t h a t  t h is  is  p r io r it y n u m ber  on e wh en  it  com es  t o  
r esou rces  for  t h is  adm in is t r a t ion  for  t h e  n ext  fou r  yea r s ,”  
Du n leavy sa id ,  in  r esp on se to  an oth er  ca ller . “ An d  you  kn ow, 
m iss in g a  fish in g season  —  two or  t h r ee  fish in g season s  —  h as  a  
det r im en t a l effect  n o t  ju s t  a s  you  sa id  on  food , bu t  a lso  on  t h e 
fact  t h a t  it ’s  d ifficu lt  t o  pass  down  t h e ways  of life  an d  t h e cu lt u re 
if you  can ’t  br in g t h e  kids  ou t  t h e  fish  cam p .”  

A fin a l decis ion  by t h e  US Dis t r ict  Cou r t  o f Wes t ern  Wash in gt on  
on  t h e  Dec. 13 “ Rep or t  an d  Recom m en da t ion ”  in  t h e  case of th e  
Wild  Fish  Con servan cy ver su s  t h e Na t ion a l Mar in e Fish er ies  
Service  (NOAA), e t . a l.,  is  pen d in g. 
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