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General Introduction

The Alaska Department of Education and Early Development (EED), in cooperation with Data Recognition
Corporation, designed and produced the Alaska Practice Test to support students in doing their best on the Alaska
Comprehensive System of Student Assessment, Standards Based Assessments in grade 10. A scoring guide, with
answer keys, scoring guidelines, sample student papers, and a test map, provides the teacher with information and
tools to score each practice test.

Content
A Practice Test Scoring Guide for each grade level and subject area is posted on the EED Website
(http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment). To access this website, follow these instructions.

Directions to access the AK EED Website

1. Type or copy and paste the link to the Alaska EED Website into your browser.
http://www.eed.state.ak.us/tls/assessment

. Select Standards Based Assessments.

. Select Item Samplers / Practice Tests.

. Select the grade-level assessment (or other document) you wish to download.

. At this point you may save the file to your computer or print the file directly from the website. Printing
from the website can be very time consuming. It is likely you will want to save the file(s) to your computer,
then print.
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This guide is divided into two sections. Section I includes the answer keys and scoring guidelines (with detailed
item-specific scoring rubrics for scoring short and extended constructed-response questions) and sample student
papers with annotations for each score point. Section II presents a grade-level test map that lists item sequence,
corresponding Grade Level Expectation and/or Performance Standard, and an answer key.

Purpose

The passages, stimuli, prompts, graphs, charts, and items included for each content-area practice test were created
for use in Alaska classrooms. These materials may be copied and used as part of a local instructional program.*
Alaska educators may use the reading, writing, and mathematics practice tests, the Practice Test Administration
Directions, and the Practice Test Scoring Guides to support daily instruction in the classroom and to prepare their
students for the operational assessments.

Important: The practice tests were developed for usability purposes only, and in no way should the tests
or scores students receive be considered a predictor of a student’s ability to perform on the operational
assessments. Passages, prompts, stimuli, and items provide samples of what students will see on the
operational tests. Items are not necessarily the same in terms of measurement, rigor, or the length of time it
takes a student to respond.

*The permission to copy and/or use these materials does not extend to commercial purposes.
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Item Format

The writing practice test includes two types of writing items: multiple choice and constructed response. Practice
test multiple-choice items have four answer options. The correct response to each multiple-choice item is worth
one point.

Three types of constructed-response items are presented in the writing practice test: short constructed response
(SCR) are 2-point items; extended constructed response (ECR) are 4-point or 6-point items. Item-specific scoring
guidelines and examples of responses for each score point are presented with each constructed-response item.

Scoring Guidelines

Following the multiple-choice answer key are general scoring rubrics for 2-point, 4-point, and 6-point
constructed-response items. The general scoring rubric includes item-specific guidelines to assist the teacher with
scoring constructed-response items.

Sample student papers are included for each short and extended constructed-response score point. An item-
specific annotation follows each sample student response. The annotations are designed to provide the teacher
with the explanation of why the score point was awarded.

Test Maps

The test map presents the sequence of the items, the Grade Level Expectation and/or Performance Standard
to which each item is aligned, and the answer key. This at-a-glance chart is designed to assist the teacher with
scoring the practice test.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers
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Think about something you would like to accomplish in the future.

Write one paragraph that identifies what you would like to do and explains why you want to
accomplish it. This item is worth 4 points.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

5. Extended Constructed Response (4-point)

Score Rubric

An effective, well-developed composition that fulfills the assigned purpose
e Specific details support ideas

e Organizational plan is logical, with effective sequencing

4 ® Word choices are effective and precise

¢ Transitions and sentence structure are purposeful and varied

® Few errors are present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation

e Errors do not interfere with meaning

A complete composition that addresses the assigned purpose

® General details support ideas

e Organizational plan has predictable sequencing

3 ® Word choices are purposeful, but pedestrian

¢ Transitions and sentence structures are simple, but accurate

e Some errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation

e Few errors may interfere with meaning

An oversimplified composition that addresses the assigned purpose

e Some details support ideas

¢ Organizational plan has lapses; may be a list

2 ® Word choices are basic or predictable

¢ Transitions and sentence structures are repetitive

e Many errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation

® Few errors may interfere with meaning

A deficient composition that attempts to address the assigned purpose

® Few or no details support ideas; ideas may be random, confusing, repetitious, or
consist of a bare list

¢ Organizational plan and sequencing are weak; may be a brief list

® Word choices are confusing and/or immature

e Sentence structures are repetitive and fragmented, with few or no transitions

® Predominant errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation

® Errors may interfere with meaning
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #5 Response Score: 4

Extended Constructed Response:
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Annotation for score point: 4

Effective, well-developed composition with specific details to support ideas (“I would be getting
paid the big bucks to do something I love,” “be on Scott Steven’s line, or his defensive partner”)

Logical organization

Precise word choices (“New Jersey Devils, or the Dallas Stars”)

Varied sentence structure

® Few errors
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #5 Response Score: 3

Extended Constructed Response:
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Annotation for score point: 3

e Complete composition with general details to support ideas (“learned so much in kindergarten,”
“she made a huge impact in my life today”)
® Predictable sequencing

29 ¢

® Pedestrian word choices (“so awesome,” “so fun”)

® Some errors in spelling and punctuation
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #5 Response Score: 2

Extended Constructed Response:
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Annotation for score point: 2

e QOversimplified composition with some details to support ideas (“be happy for the rest of my life,”
“have children to carry on my bloodlines™)

® Basic word choices (“good family,” “best thing”)

e Sentence structure error and some missing punctuation
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #5 Response Score: 1

Extended Constructed Response:
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Annotation for score point: 1

® Deficient composition with few details to support ideas (“becoming a model,” “all I’ve ever
dreamed of”)

® Only two sentences

® Missing apostrophes, misspelled words, and a grammar error
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

6. B
7. A
8. C
9. Many people think that the music young people listen to today is a bad influence.

In an essay, state whether or not you believe the music young people listen to today is a
bad influence. Be sure to support your statement with details and examples. This item is
worth 6 points.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

9. Extended Constructed Response (6-point)

Score Rubric

An effective, well-developed composition that fulfills the assigned purpose and
demonstrates exceptional analytical thinking

® Support and elaboration are complete and insightful with specific and relevant details
to enhance ideas.

® Organizational plan is logical, focused, and enhances the composition’s meaning.

e Introduction, conclusion, and transitions are logical and effective with refined
sequencing and pacing.

® Interactive attention is given to audience; voice is evocative.
e [anguage is sophisticated with vivid and appealing word choices.
e Sentences are purposeful and clear with varied length, structure, and cadence.

e Few or no errors are present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation; errors do
not interfere with meaning.

Well-developed composition that fulfills the assigned purpose and demonstrates sound
analytical thinking

e Support and elaboration are thorough with specific and relevant details to develop
ideas.

e QOrganizational plan is logical and coherent.

e Introduction, conclusion, and transitions are logical with effective sequencing and
pacing.

® Detailed attention is given to audience; voice is distinctive.

e [anguage is effective and purposeful with precise word choices.

e Sentences are purposeful, clear, and varied in length and structure.

® Few errors are present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation; errors do not
interfere with meaning.

Complete composition that addresses the assigned purpose and demonstrates adequate
analytical thinking

e Support and elaboration may be uneven with some details to develop ideas.
® Organizational plan is established.

® Introduction, conclusion, and transitions are appropriate with predictable sequencing
4 and pacing.

e Attention is given to audience; voice is inconsistent.
® [Language is appropriate and familiar with pedestrian word choices.
e Sentences are grammatically correct and vary in length and structure.

® Errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation; few errors
interfere with meaning.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Score

Rubric

Oversimplified or incomplete composition that addresses the assigned purpose and
demonstrates uneven analytical thinking

® Support is incomplete or somewhat unclear with few details to develop ideas.
¢ Organizational plan is present but lacks focus.

¢ Introduction, conclusion, and transitions have lapses in sequencing and pacing.
® Audience is given some attention; voice is indistinct.

e [anguage is familiar with basic or predictable word choices and some lapses in
communication.

e Sentences may be uneven, have grammatical lapses, and have little variety in length
and structure.

® Many errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation; few errors
interfere with meaning.

Simple or incomplete composition that attempts to address the assigned purpose and
demonstrates poor analytical thinking

e Support is vague with underdeveloped ideas.
e Organizational plan is weak.

e [ntroduction, conclusion, and transitions may be absent; sequencing and pacing may
be missing.

e Attention to audience is limited; voice is minimal.
e [anguage is vague and may be redundant with limited or immature word choices.

e Sentences may be incomplete or fragmented; sentence structure is awkward and may
lack transitions.

e Conspicuous errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation;
errors may interfere with meaning.

Deficient composition that attempts to address the assigned purpose and demonstrates
little or no analytical thinking

® |deas may be random, confusing, repetitious, or consist of a bare list with little or no
development of ideas.

® Organizational plan is missing.

e Introduction, conclusion, and transitions are absent; sequencing and pacing are
missing.

e No attention is given to audience; no voice is present.
® [anguage is inaccurate and confusing with immature word choices.

e Sentences may be cumbersome and fragmented with no variety in structure;
transitions are absent.

® Fundamental errors may be present in grammar, usage, spelling, and punctuation;
errors may interfere with meaning.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #9 Response Score: 6

Extended Constructed Response:
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #9 Response Score: 6 continued
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #9 Response Score: 6 continued
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers
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Annotation for score point: 6

e Effective well-developed composition with insightful, specific details to develop ideas (“to cheer
them up, to celebrate, to keep them grounded, to reminisce,” “making and breaking lifelong

99 ¢y

friendships and relationships,” “in desperate need of an outlet™)
® [ogical organization that enhances composition’s meaning

e Sophisticated language with vivid word choices (“something inherently wrong with him/her to
begin with,” “life without music would be a journey through a desert,” “chance for self-expression,
a chance for teens to differentiate™)

® Purposeful and clear sentences with varied sentence structure

® Few errors
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #9 Response Score: 5

Extended Constructed Response:
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #9 Response Score: S continued
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Annotation for score point: 5

e Well-developed composition with thorough elaboration and specific details to develop ideas (“let go
of anger and frustration,” “Today parents would be relieved to see Elvis on MTV instead of Brittany
Spears taking off clothes™)

® Logical organization
® Distinctive voice

® Precise word choices (“what they feel and how they really are on the inside,” “change in order to

29 <c.

grow,” “times are changing”)
® Varied sentence structure

® Few errors
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #9 Response Score: 4

Extended Constructed Response:
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #9 Response Score: 4 continued
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Annotation for score point: 4

e Complete composition with some details to develop ideas (“country music makes me happy, rock
music makes me energetic, and rap music makes me angry or sad,” “causes teens to go out and
commit crimes”)

® Organizational plan is present

® Appropriate and familiar language (“already in the world,” “make them upset,” “responsible for our
own actions”)

® Sentences are correct

® Few errors
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #9 Response Score: 3

Extended Constructed Response:

Writing Practice Test Scoring Guide: Grade 10 22



SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Annotation for score point: 3

e Oversimplified composition with few details to develop ideas (“just because one singer or rapper
says something doesn’t mean the listener is going to do that,” “what people say on these songs can
be harsh,” “think when you were a kid”)

® Organization lacks focus
® Indistinct voice

29 G¢

® Basic word choices (“bad language,” “going to hear it whether or not you allow it”)

e Some errors in spelling, grammar, and sentence formation
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #9 Response Score: 2

Extended Constructed Response:
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Annotation for score point: 2

e Simplistic composition, with vague support (“Some for better others for worse,” “all depends on
who you are and what you like™)

® Weak organizational plan

Minimal voice

Limited word choices (“good for them,” “personal style,” “relate to something™)

Some fragments, misspellings, and usage errors
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #9 Response Score: 1

Extended Constructed Response:
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Annotation for score point: 1

Deficient composition with no development of ideas

No organizational plan

® Immature word choices

One sentence with some misspellings and no capitalization at the beginning of the sentence
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

10. Read the paragraph. The paragraph contains six spelling errors.

When I was a child, my freinds and I spent many summer nights on the rooves of our
houses listening to the radio. Weed turn the music on loud and sing along with the latest
tunes. Our parents must have thought it was quiet a sight. On one occassion, our parents
joined in. It was embarassing at the time, but today it makes me smile.

On the lines below, write the paragraph and correct the errors. This item is worth 2 points.

Short Constructed Response (2-point)

Score Rubric

The writing sample provides a complete and accurate response to the task and does
not introduce an error in spelling that should be mastered at the student’s grade level.

¢ Student writes the paragraph and corrects all the spelling errors.

7 Examples include, but are not limited to:

1. When I was a child, my friends and I spent many summer nights on the roofs of our
houses, listening to the radio. We 'd turn the music on loud and sing along with the latest
tunes. Our parents must have thought it was quite a sight. On one occasion, our parents
joined in. It was embarrassing at the time, but today it makes me smile.

The writing sample provides a partial response to the task and/or introduces an error in
spelling that should be mastered at the student’s grade level.

e Student writes the paragraph and corrects three to five of the spelling errors.

Examples include, but are not limited to:

1. When I was a child, my fiiends and I spent many summer nights on the roofs of our

1 houses, listening to the radio. We 'd turn the music on loud and sing along with the latest
tunes. Our parents must have thought it was quiet a sight. On one occassion, our parents
joined in. It was embarrassing at the time, but today it makes me smile.

2. When I was a child, my firiends and I spent many summer nights on the rooves of out
houses, listening to the radio. We 'd turn the music on loud and sing along with the latest
tunes. Our parents must have thought it was quite a sight. On one occassion, our parents
joined in. It was embarassing at the time, but today it makes me smile.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Score Rubric

The writing sample is completely incorrect, irrelevant to the question, or a copy of the
prompt.

e Student writes the paragraph and corrects two or fewer of the spelling errors and/or
introduces more than one error in spelling.

Examples include, but are not limited to:

1. When I was a child, my freinds and I spent many summer nights on the rooves of our
0 houses, listening to the radio. We 'd turn the music on loud and sing along with the
latest tunes. Our parents must have thought it was quiet a sight. On one occassion,
our parents joined in. It was embarassing at the time, but today it makes me smile.

2. When I was a child, my freinds and I spent many summer nites on the rooves of our
houses, listning to the radio. We 'd turn the music on loud and sing along with the
latest tunes. Our parents must have thought it was quiet a sight. On one occassion,
our parents joined in. It was embarassing at the time, but today it make me smile.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #10 Response Score: 2

Short Constructed Response:

When = WS oo chd, my frierds and =

spent wam) summer nohts own Are voofs of our
howses \Wstenmng to Hne rodlo. We'd durn Yve

Mugic o Jouet and Sin? alu:g with e lotest +wunes,
o) u

DN _one OCCOSION O AFr pdrents ;\oimec( i, Ft was

e,mlamrrass{vxj: a}X ‘+he ‘Hlfhc; YWt +oda\; \+ wakes

nn € SVh;/e_

Annotation for score point: 2

Student has written the paragraph and corrected all six of the spelling errors and has not introduced a
spelling error.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #10 Response Score: 1

Short Constructed Response:

on ' N ' 2"

TUSIC 3o tou d omd ST(\% Q(or\cs Wivh (e Ladesy funed. Qur 'paren-K_

mugt wave {"ooug\h+ ¥ wo=z 5 a‘u\t'l' s‘ac:’\r\-&. Do one oclossioh

QUr pocends Svi ned in. Y+ was er boctasing ot thehve bt

nd&s 1+ o kes one Smile.

Annotation for score point: 1

Student has written the paragraph and corrected three of the six spelling errors.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers

Item #10 Response Score: 0

Short Constructed Response:

Deen T s @ Hld vy Licode and Lspent

vy Suvier s aw the Vool o our Jouses

| Listening dotle oMl We Xven Yhe Mude gn Lond and
e alon g wth 5

gaﬁug_uhﬁﬁ_m&_f_ﬁmxﬂm_pamﬂc V\ug*}'

: ule &

«H‘mcl.hql/ﬂb M%Wﬁaﬁ Vit A Y4 V=P

Annotation for score point: 0

Student has written the paragraph and corrected one of the six spelling errors.
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SECTION I: Grade 10 Writing Practice Test Answer Keys,
Scoring Guidelines, and Sample Student Papers
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SECTION II: Grade 10 Writing Test Map

Writing
Sequence GLE HSGQE Key

1 422 W4.1/W4.2 C

2 441 W4.4 B

3 4.3.1 W43 A

4 4.3.5 W4.3 A

5 4.1.2 W4.1/W4.2 | Extended Constructed Response
6 433 W43 B

7 434 W4.3 A

8 435 W4.3 C

9 422 W4.1/W4.2 | Extended Constructed Response
10 432 Ww4.3 Short Constructed Response
11 44.1 W4.4 B

12 443 W4.4 C

13 4.3.5 W4.3 C

14 4.1.2 W4.1/W4.2 D

15 4.1.3 W4.1/W4.2 A

16 444 W4.4 D

17 443 W4.4 A

18 445 W4.4 D
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