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There is no rhyme or reason to many of the license fee increases addressed in this bill.  That was stated by the presenter in an earlier hearing.  This bill is merely to increase revenue to fund a department that is in great need of reductions.  As in all government entities, there is waste, fraud and abuse caused by poor leadership and excessive funding.  I have yet to see any exceptions.  I am also of the understanding these increases are to maximize federal funding from the Pitman-Robinson Act.  
The statutes are convoluted, complicated and broke in my opinion.  This is normally caused by too much bureaucracy and too many lobbyists and special interests.  If you are going to address these statutes, then I recommend you slow down and fix them right the first time.

I see 4 types of licensing qualifications for Adults (18 or older): Full-time year around Alaskan, Part-time Alaskan (snowbirds), Non-Alaskan American, Non-Alaskan Foreigner.  All licenses within a particular qualification should cost the same irrelevant of your age, financial income, etc.  Keep it simple and stop picking and choosing and making exceptions as to who pays and how much.  Justice and harmony thrives when there is equal distribution in the law.  If the license is too expensive for some Alaskans perhaps the license should be lowered for all.  We all receive a PFD so I am not sure what the problem is.  I would also like you to think about why Alaskans need licenses (permits) at all or is there a better way? 
From our local Fish and Game (F&G) person, 30% of the licenses in my area of the interior are indigent licenses and that courtesy is abused.  Charity comes from the individual not the government.  Create a fund and have people donate to the cause which purchases licenses for those that truly need it.  Put the fund on the “Pick and Click” PFD donate choices.  If there is not enough money then there is no license for them that year.  Or, take names of individuals and let people personally purchase the license for them as a gift.  Here is an idea you may find politically tolerable, have the welfare department pay for the indigent & oldtimers licenses so that F&G does not have to absorb the costs.  That alone might resolve your problem if the Pitman-Robinson Act is truly the driver of this. 
I am of the understanding that our sheep license for Non-Alaskans is very inexpensive compared to other states and their trophy animals.  Not only is the state financially broke our sheep count is way down.  As stated early in this testimony, if you are going to address an area or issue, fix it right the first time.  Perhaps this should have been addressed before we started running out of sheep.
One more thing to consider, when Alaskans fill out their PFD, there should be an option to purchase a hunting, fishing, trapping, etc license at that time and have it mailed to them.  That would help streamline the process for convenience and efficiency.
Lastly, nothing is preventing anyone from donating to F&G if they truly feel F&G is doing a quality job and being good stewards with the people’s money and resources.
I do not support HB 137 the way it is addressed and written.

Regards,

Pamela Goode

Interior Alaskan

