
Expanded Eligibility for
Alaska’s Infant Learning Program

(IDEA Part C) 
Leveraging the Power of Early Intervention Services

and Ensuring Equitable Access SB178

Amy Simpson, Programs for Infants and Children
Rich Saville, Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education

April 29, 2025



AK ILP Network

ILP Grantees provide 
services throughout the 
state

Regional contracted 
providers

1800+ families served 
each year



The work that led us here

In 2022, the Governor’s Council on 
Disabilities and Special Education 
and ICC charged the ICC Finance 
Subcommittee with exploring 
options for eligibility and funding.

The resulting report listed 
recommendations to expand 
eligibility and improve the funding 
systems for AK ILP.

ICC = Interagency Coordinating Council – required under Part C



Highlighting changes in SB178
Align Part C criteria with Part B (25% delay in one domain of 
development or 20% in two) and update the list of qualifying 
conditions accordingly.

Make supporting changes to the Medicaid statute 
… add ILP services as an optional service under the Medical 
Assistance Program (Medicaid).

Updates the definition of Early Intervention Services to include 
Special Instruction/Developmental Therapy.



Why Expand Eligibility?
Alaska has the most restrictive eligibility criteria for early intervention services in the nation.

Only two other states require a 50% developmental delay. Most states use 33% or 25%.
Alaska Part B (K-12 special education) uses a 25% threshold.

The difference results in delayed onset of services for children with 25-49% delay.

46% of children that receive early intervention don’t require special education by the time they get to 
Kindergarten, which represents annual savings up to $34.9M.

Other positive impacts are possible when children are provided supports early. 



Identify Earlier by aligning with Part B services

Many children who 
ultimately qualify for 
special education 
are not identified 
until age 6 or 7 up to 
9 years of age.

What would be the 
impact if we found 
them sooner?
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Invest Earlier

Almost 90% of brain 
development 
happens by age 3.
Children who don’t 
receive ILP services, 
may not be identified 
until Kindergarten.

Earlier services can 
lead to much 
greater impact!



Why Expand Eligibility?

Percent of children in ILP that achieve age typical development by age 3.



Thank You
For questions, or more information:
Amy Simpson
asimpson@picak.org
Rich Saville
Richard.Saville@alaska.gov
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