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Worke,.' CoInpensatlon Conl..lIIt.e of Ai_lui 
PO BOX 200361 A~CHOMGE. AlASKA ol,sao 

January 19, 2012 

Dear Senators Hoffman, Olson, Egan, ThoMa., Ellis and McGuire 

RE: se 103 and HB 232 

I understand sa 103 'S being heard tomorrow by the Senats Finance Committee. The Workers' 
Compensation CommIttee of Alaska, an employer advoe,acy group, strongly OPI)Oe8S se 103 
and HB 232. 

Under the Alaaka Workers' Compensation Act, all employees of the Stat. of Ala.ka have 
enjoyed a presumption that, in the absence of substant'.' evidence to the contrury, a workers' 
compensation claim comel with the provisions of tne Alaska Workers' Compensation Act and I. 
tMU' compensable. (See, AS 23.30.120.) In 20081 howev.r, the leglalature passed AS 
23.30.121, which created another presumption that eight types of canoer.s well al respiratory 
diMale and "cardiovascular eventa" were comp.nsable if contracted by a f1reflt~nter who had 
undergone a medical examination at the time of hire and in each of the SUbaeqUI"'1t seven years 
that did not show evidence of the dise•••. Tne statute was to apply to ·claims m'ldl on or after 
the [August 19, 2008] effective date," Section 2, en. 28, SLA 2008, Accordl!'9 to a recent 
decision from the Ala.ka Worker.' Compensation Board. contrary· medical evidence is 
insufficient to rebut 1hl8 presumption. As such, the pr••umption i, arguably ir'ebuttable and 
Mence unconstitutional. 

The I'Jrogram developed under the new statute was not supposed to be 'manl~atory" (HL&C 
4127/07 and 1,/30/07; House Judiciary 5/4/07; SL&C 5/4/07; SI..&C 2/5/08), Wall advanced al 
likely to have -no [financial] Imp8et~ (SL&C 4/12/07; HB 200 Sponsor Statement), and therefore 
was "net an unfunded mandate," (SL&C 5/3107.) 

Additionally, much testimony wal taken from Flreflghte,.. and union managemel'it In 2007 and 
2008 declaring that medical eci.nce oonclusively establilhed Firefighter. w.... at greater riSk 
than the general papulation for all of the cance", lIated In AS 23.30.121, (See legi.'ative history, 
HB 200, sa 117.) Th. record, however, 18 utterly devoid of any research. No': one research 
article was presented, The only testimony in the record was nat from medioal experts but rather 
from firefighters and their union lobbyists and offidall claiming a link existed. 

The rea.on the record lacks such "research~ it obvious: credible and 8ubstalntlve scientific 
evidence simply dga. not exist linking the caneers to the occupation of Finmghtlng, (See April 
2009 study -Assessing State FIrefighter Cancer Presumption l.aws and Cunent Firefighter 
Cancer Research" avallabl. at nlc.org) or 1he thousande of cancer Itudie. conducted betw.en 
1995 and 2008, only 17 studies looked at flreflgMting as a possible rial< factor In contracting 
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cancer and none of them established any substantive caulal relation.hlp Indicat;ln; firefighters 
were at any greater risk for develaping theae cancers than the general public. 

Despite the above, the amendments to AS 23.30.121 ourrently before the legisl:iiture (S8 103 
and HB 232) now leek to expand the scope of the statute to include ALL firefightera who 
r,ceil/ad any Mmedloal examinations provided by the department" and -the examination. did not 
.haw evidence of the dlseas•.u (SB 103 and HB 232. Secl. (b)(4)}. MOlt municipIIIUas or 
amaller villages, however, probably did not require examinetlons and many loosl' governmants 
still do not have annual e)(amlnationa. 

More importantly, testing for many of the lilted conditions did not exist before the mld·1990's 
and many stili are eitller costly prohibitive or are simply not available. Ylti:, under this 
amendment, the presumption will arguably apply as "the examination. prc1vided by the 
department" udld not ,how eVidence of the dile8se.~ Never mind that testing fa" the condltlon 
was not evan conducted much lees available. 

Finally, th. greatest concern to the WCCA 'S the Increased costs to emplcyers who are 
subjected to this Firefighter presumptIon statute and proposed amendment. and whether 
coverage can be obtained. Alaska is currently ranked .a alther number ona or rlumber two in 
the Nation with the high••t workers' compensation Insurance premium rat..,. ThuI, any 
proposed amendments to the AWCA should be fooused on proViding a fair. juat yet affordable. 
workers' <::ompensation system and to reduce coats to employers 10 Alaska cln attract and 
keep more bUSinesses. 

While WCCA appreciates Firefighte,.. for the crltical role they play in the safety of our cities and 
town" the I.gillature must evaluate thlalssue objectively and scientifically. The ntatute and the 
current amendments limply do nat and the WCCA urges you to vote against these billa. Thank 
you. 

Very truly yours, 

.~ II J:;.-I.j.tt.,~ta· (:%<:.(./I~v.:.
SheibYC~u.nke.Dlivi.on 
President of WCCA 

00: Governor Parnell via fax (907) 465-3532 
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