Responses to Rep. Gardner’s GPS Questions from 3/9/10

Submitted by EED 3/9/10
1. Page 9, Lines 16-21:  Alaska graduates who graduate from out of state:  I think we need to limit this to students who completed at least 2 years of high school in Alaska.

Outside of the AS 01.10.055 residency requirements will be set forth in regulation.

2. Page 9, Lines 27-28:  Meets other minimum qualifications:  What does this mean?

Page 9, Line 27. Meets other minimum qualifications to apply:   G.P.A, Rigorous Curriculum and Standardized Assessment Score

Page 9, Line27. “or continue to be eligible …” Students must meet requirements for continued eligibility.  (G.P.A. and/or Academic Progress)  The Commission anticipates its regulations will align with other financial aid programs’ standard for a student to be in good academic standing. 
3. Page 10: Eligibility for academic scholarship:  I believe we discussed the possibility of a student who graduates in May while lacking one or more of the GPS required classes and wants to take meet the qualifications by taking summer classes.  Is this possible under the language of Sec 14.43.820?
Yes, it is covered in Sec. 14.43.830 under the alternative pathway.  Otherwise students need to get busy in high school.
4. Page 11, Line 7:  a process through which a student who is no longer eligible can regain eligibility:  Please explain what this means.
A student will lose eligibility if the student:

· does not take advantage of the scholarship within the six year limit following graduation from high school.  Military service may extend this timeline;

· completes  eight semesters of eligibility;

· does not maintain a grade-point average of 2.5 at a qualified postsecondary institution;

· does not meet other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be eligible for a governor’s scholarship;

· has not complied with the military selective service registration requirements imposed under 50 U.S.C. App. 453 (Military Selective Service Act), if those requirements apply to the student;

· is currently in default or owes a refund on a federal financial aid loan under the federal guaranteed student loan program or financial aid awarded under this chapter; or

· has been convicted of a felony in the state or another jurisdiction and has not qualified for a waiv3er under standards adopted by the department.

· does not maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) -- 12 credits every regular semester (fall and spring). Students who are on a part-time schedule (4-11) are not required to maintain SAP.

· does not maintain a 2.5 minimum GPA.  

Students may regain eligibility following the completion of at least one full-time semester (without GPS) that meets the eligibility requirement and if they otherwise meet the good academic standing requirements.  
5.  Page 12, Line 22-24:  $3,000 per school year for career and technical scholarship:

I’d like more discussion about how this figure was selected, and what it means to students in terms of the likely costs of their continuing education.
It was considered a reasonable amount for C+ achievers.  The CS for HB297 allows for A students and B students to use the academic scholarship at a career and technical school if they choose.  

6.  Page 12, Line 30-31:  ….scholarship terminates …..unless the student qualifies for an extension:  Under what circumstances might a student qualify for an extension?
Military service.

7.  Page 16, Line 10:  Scholarship awards given to institution:  Does this mean that if the award is granted to a student in error, and given to the institution, the student has to pay it back?

This language is intended to indicate that the awards will be disbursed via the institution 
on behalf of the student.  It is the standard procedure to disburse all aid via the institution.  The institution is then responsible for verifying that the student is enrolled in the proper number of courses, is also enrolled in a certificate or degree program, is in academic good standing and is otherwise eligible for the aid.  The referenced line is in subsection (b) and only indirectly relates to subsection (c) which clarifies that students have to return award amounts that were awarded in error.
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