Responses to Rep. Seaton’s Questions on GPS from 3/7/10
Submitted by EED on 3/9/10
1. Sec 1 

“School Districts to determine eligibility” – How does this work with “Page 9” qualifications some of which are not under the purview of a school district [i.e. they have GPAs but may not the college entrance exams etc]; and more especially “Page 10, Line 9” seems to be eligibility determined by the ‘Commission’.  

The school district will certify the edibility of students enrolled in the district.  The school district has direct access to a student’s coursework and grades/standards.  Standardized test scores are sent directly to the student’s high school or to colleges.  The student will be required to direct scores to the high school for purposes of scholarship edibility.

Page 10, Line 8.   Sec. 14.43.820.  “Eligibility for an academic scholarship.  (a) Subject to appropriation, the commission shall award a merit-based academic scholarship to an applicant who meets the eligibility criteria for the award under the program.”
The school district certifies eligibility; the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary Education awards the merit-scholarship.
2. Page 16 line 7- 8 

“Commission shall establish application procedures.”  This may all work but I would like to see a flow chart to be sure we are not establishing conflicting authorities and everyone is clear who does what in the program.

Page 8, Line 8. The Department will be responsible for developing programmatic standards …”

Page 8, Line 13. “The respective agencies shall adopt necessary regulations under AS 44.62 relating to the programmatic standards for required academic achievement for eligibility only by giving advance public notice….”
Page 8, Line 9. “The Commission shall administer the daily operations of the program and financing of the program, including the procedures for applying for the scholarships, establishing standards for and ensuring continuing compliance with programmatic standards, and requiring students to apply for other non loan financial aid, consistent with federal law.”
3. Page 9 line 19-21  

Does this mean - left Alaska as a High School student or any aged student for any number or years as long as parent is on allowable absence?  Military, does this mean a student retains for 20+ year career then 6 year to use after retirement?  This seems to be creating an indeterminate unfunded liability especially in the new age of a service person being to give their VA education benefit to another family member then utilizing GPS.  Is this intended in the bill?  Perhaps allowing a specific 2 years additional qualification period is more definable for the fiscal note.  There should probably be a qualification of extension that the member maintained their Alaska residency.

Page 9, Line 21. The custodial parent must be an Alaska resident.

Page 9, Line 18.  “for purposes of this subparagraph, allowable circumstances include a circumstance in which a high school student who is an Alaska resident left the state because of the military service of the student’s custodial parent who is an Alaska resident;”
4. Similarly on Page 9, Line 24 

After school add “ if the student maintains Alaska residency”

The Department will define this in Regulation.  There probably should be a limit for the State Board to consider.
5. Page 9, Lines 27 -28  

What does this mean or continue to be eligible for GPS ?? if did not meet other minimum requirements???

Page 9, Line 27. Meets other minimum qualifications to apply:   G.P.A, Rigorous Curriculum and Standardized Assessment Score

Page 9, Line27. “or continue to be eligible …”  Students must meet requirements for continued eligibility.  (G.P.A. and/or Academic Progress)  The Commission anticipates its regulations will align with other financial aid programs’ standard for a student to be in good academic standing. 
6. Page 10, Line 20 and Page 11, Line 26    

I thought the testimony was that all GPA was on 4 point scale but we have definition of GPA on page 17 of 4 point and 5 point for AP scale??  We need to clarify on record with the Commissioner and keep or adjust based on committee policy decision.

5.0 scale reference should be removed.
7. Page 10, Line 28  

Does this give flexibility for Accuplacer exam that UA rural campuses use or is it just ACT or SAT scores that are privately or publically paid for?

The State Board will select the exam.  The ACT and SAT are used by most state merit aid programs.  While some states do pay for exams on a statewide level, this bill does not propose that Alaska do so.  Students are expected to pay for this exam.   In the case of the ACT exam, the testing company (College Board) does provide some fee waivers based on students’ low-income status.
SAT $45; ACT $32; ACT Plus Writing $47  

Both exams provide a fee waiver for students who cannot pay the registration fee.

The Accuplacer is designed to help students identify their academic strengths and needs to assist in planning an appropriate schedule of coursework.

ACCUPLACER was developed, standardized, and validated by the College Board, a division of the Educational Testing Service (which also administers the SATs, GREs, and TOEFL tests). ACCUPLACER assesses students' skill levels in English and mathematics to help determine which courses they should start -- where they have the greatest chance of success. 

8. Page 11, Line 7 (6)  and Page 12 Lines 8-9 (5)  

What is this and what are limits?  Is this getting eligibility after failing to have good enough GPA or core classes or is it reestablishing residency or ???   It is not the rural school unavailability of classes as that is in (7) and we were NOT going to have waivers of criteria.

A student will lose eligibility if the student:

· does not take advantage of the scholarship within the six year limit following graduation from high school.  Military service may extend this timeline;

· completes  eight semesters of eligibility;

· does not maintain a grade-point average of 2.5 at a qualified postsecondary institution;

· does not meet other minimum qualifications to apply or continue to be eligible for a governor’s scholarship;

· has not complied with the military selective service registration requirements imposed under 50 U.S.C. App. 453 (Military Selective Service Act), if those requirements apply to the student;

· is currently in default or owes a refund on a federal financial aid loan under the federal guaranteed student loan program or financial aid awarded under this chapter; or

· has been convicted of a felony in the state or another jurisdiction and has not qualified for a waiv3er under standards adopted by the department.

· does not maintain Satisfactory Academic Progress (SAP) -- 12 credits every regular semester (fall and spring). Students who are on a part-time schedule (4-11) are not required to maintain SAP.

· does not maintain a 2.5 minimum GPA.  

Students may regain eligibility following the completion of at least one full-time semester (without GPS) that meets the eligibility requirement and if they otherwise meet the good academic standing requirements.  

9. Page 12, Line 16

What does this mean in the Maximum Awards section?  “and require very high academic achievement…”  similarly line 17 “ and require high academic achievement…” and on pg 12 line 18 “and require moderate academic achievement…”  These seem to be qualification references stuck to the awards or are they referring to some postsecondary GPA attainment which has not previously been examined??  Is there a reason to mix the programmatic standards, eligibility and the award level sections??

The comments “very high”, “high” and “moderate” are editorial references to the merit academic tiers for initial GPS eligibility.

10. Page 12, Line 29  

Define how pro rata works.  Is between half time and full time ½ the award or does it start at ½ then go up proportionately by every credit to full award at minimum full time status?


What is the definition of a part-time student? 

· For the purposes of this program part-time students will have to be at least half-time to qualify.  This means they carry between 6 and 11 credits during a semester. Full-time students carry 12 or more credits per semester. 

· Students who attend less than full-time still use up a semester of eligibility.  

· Students who attend during a summer session use up a semester of eligibility.
· Subject to the half-time cap noted below, students will be awarded scholarship funds based on their cost of attendance for between 6 and 11 credits.
· The maximum merit award a half-time student can qualify for will be 50% of the maximum applicable to their tier.
11. Page 13, Line 2  

What do lines 2-7 mean more than the citation AS 14.43.815(a) (3) already encompasses. Lines 7-8 seem to be the only needed new part.

Lines 2-7 allows a merit-based academic  scholarship to be used  in a manner similar to a career and technical scholarship.

12. Page 15 lines 3-4

Did we get a firm decision as to whether or not this provision is applying to alternative        testing methods or accommodations for special needs students?
No it is not.  Special needs students are already provided accommodations based on the IEP.

13. Page 15-16  
Does this definition of “physically located in the state” have any consequences for High School District collaboration with outside administered virtual curriculums?  I realize that it is for postsecondary institutions but I want to be sure we do not draw any unintended consequences for curriculum being offered by high schools for core curriculum or dual credit courses.  We need clarification on the record. 
No.
14. Page 16 line 10

This says that the money goes to the institution but we had testimony that in some cases it could go directly to students to cover off campus room and board etc.  Do we need to change language to allow what Diane Barons said would take place or will such be prevented by this statutory language?
This language is intended to indicate that the awards will be disbursed via the institution on behalf of the student.  It is the standard procedure to disburse all aid via the institution.  The institution is then responsible for verifying that the student is enrolled in the proper number of courses, is also enrolled in a certificate or degree program, is in academic good standing and is otherwise eligible for the aid.  The referenced line is in subsection (b) and only indirectly relates to subsection (c) which clarifies that students have to return award amounts that were awarded in error.
15. Page 17

      Should the report include the number of scholarships used at each institution?

Yes.  This information will be included as regulations are developed.
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